O Oo © NO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N N Na à à a a a: a: a a y 
an A O N > TD O WO N DO OA Aà O N >œ 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


-against- 


VINCENT ASARAO, 
DEFENDANT. 


14-CR-26 
(ARR) 


United States Courthouse 
Brooklyn, New York 


Friday, October 30, 2015 
9:30 a.m. 


TRANSCRIPT OF CRIMINAL CAUSE FOR JURY TRIAL 
BEFORE THE HONORABLE ALLYNE R. ROSS 
UNITED STATES SENIOR DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 


APPEARANCES: 


For the Government: ROBERT L. CAPERS, ESQ. 


BY: 


Acting United States Attorney 


NICOLE M. ARGENTIERI, ESQ. 

ALICYN L. COOLEY, ESQ. 

LINDSAY K. GERDES, ESQ. 

Assistant United States Attorneys 


For the Defendant 
Vincent Asarao: 


: ELIZABETH E. MACEDONIO, ESQ. 


DIANE FERRONE, ESQ. 


Courtroom Deputy: Dennis LaSalle 


Court Reporter: Mary Agnes Drury, RPR 


E-mail: 


Mad78910@yahoo .com 


Proceedings recorded by computerized stenography. Transcript 
produced by Computer-aided Transcription. 


Mary Agnes Drury, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N NNa à à a a a a: a a y M 
an A OO N > FD O © N FO OA Aà O N >œ 


PROCEEDINGS OUTSIDE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE JURY 2384 


(In open court.) 

(Outside of the presence of the jury.) 

(Time Noted: 9:30 a.m.) 

(Defendant present in open court.) 

COURTROOM DEPUTY: All rise, the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of New York is now 
in session, the Honorable Allyne R. Ross is now presiding. 

(Honorable Allyne R. Ross takes the bench.) 

COURTROOM DEPUTY: Calling Criminal Cause for Jury 
Trial in Docket No. 14-CR-26, United States of America 
against Vincent Asarao. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, the first witness is going 
to testify pursuant to a grant of immunity. I don't know if 
you want to immunize him in front of the jury or not, or 
what your practice was. 

THE COURT: Does anyone have any thoughts on how 
they feel about that? 

MS. MACEDONIO: I have haven't thought about that 
until just now. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm sorry, I should have raised 
it earlier. I just was so excited that he was here, I 
forgot about it. 

But in other cases I've had them take the stand, 


I've asked a couple of questions, he reserves his Fifth 


Amendment rights, and I say, "I have a grant of immunity 
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here," and a Motion to Compel and then he's immunized and 
then the jury comes in, but I don't know if the defense 
wants it to be in front of the jury. 

(Pause. ) 

MS. MACEDONIO: I would prefer if your Honor did 


it outside the presence of the jury. 


THE COURT: I think that's appropriate. That's 
MS. ARGENTIERI: So the Government calls John 
Zaffarano. 


(Witness takes the witness stand.) 


JOHN ZAFFARANO, called by the Government, having been first 


duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 


COURTROOM DEPUTY: State and spell your name. 
THE WITNESS: John Zaffarano, Z-a-f-f-a-r-a-n-o. 
COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please have a seat. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. 
THE COURT: Ms. Argentieri. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. ARGENTIERT: 

Q Good morning, Mr. Zaffarano. 

A Good morning. 


Q I'm over here. 
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Where? 
Look right ahead. 
Straight ahead? Oh, okay. 
No, right here. 
I'm half blind. I'm sorry. 
Right here. 
THE COURT: Can you see her? 
THE WITNESS: Got you. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Okay. All right. 
BY MS. ARGENTIERT: 


Are you here today pursuant to a subpoena? 


Yes, I do. 


Q 
A 
Q Do you intend to assert your Fifth Amendment right? 
A 
Q 


You have been granted Immunity by an order of this 
Court. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Can we mark it as a court 
exhibit, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
The court has ordered that in the judgment -- 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Do you want me to read it in, 
Judge? 
THE COURT: That's fine. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: On the motion of Robert L. 


Capers, the US attorney for the Eastern District of New 
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York, by Assistant US Attorney Nicole M. Argentieri. 

"It appearing to the satisfaction of the Court 
that John Zaffarano has been called to testify or provide 
other information at trial in the United States v Vincent 
Asaro, criminal docket 14-26. 

In the judgment of the United States Attorney, the 
witness is likely to refuse to testify or provide other 
information on the basis of his privilege against 
self-incrimination. 

Three, that in the judgment of the United States 
Attorney, the testimony or other information from the 
witness may be necessary to the public interest. 

Four, that the aforesaid motion filed herein has 
been made with the approval of Richard W. Downing, Acting 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General of the criminal division 
of the US Department of Justice, pursuant to the authority 
vested in him by Title 18, United States Code 


Section 6003(b), and Title 28, Code of Federal Regulations, 


Section 0.175. 

Now therefore it is ordered pursuant to Title 18, 
United States Code Section 6002 and 6003, that the witness 
give testimony or provide other information which he refuses 
to give or provide on the basis of his privilege against 
self-incrimination as to all matters about which he may be 


questioned at trial in United States v Vincent Asaro, and in 
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any further proceeding resulting therefrom or ancillary 
thereto. 

It is further ordered that pursuant to Title 18, 
United States Code Sections 6002 and 6003, no testimony or 
other information compelled under this order, or any other 
information directly or indirectly derived from such 
testimony or information may be used against the witness in 
any criminal case except in a prosecution for perjury, 
giving a false statement, obstruction of justice, or 
otherwise failing to comply with this order. 

This order shall become effective only if after 
the execution of this Order the witness refuses to testify 
or provide other information on the basis of his privilege 
against self-incrimination, and it's dated October 28th? 

THE COURT: Probably. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: And it's signed by Judge Allyne 


THE LAW CLERK: The 26th. 

THE COURT: I did sign it, yes. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: May I approach, Judge? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(Document was handed to the witness.) 
BY MS. ARGENTIERT: 


Q Mr. Zaffarano, this is a copy of the order. I believe 


you had an opportunity to review it with your attorney? 
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Yeah. 
Is your attorney present in court with you today? 
Yeah, he did come with me. I can't see where he is. 
Here he is. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Paul, can you stand up? 
(Attorney Paul Petrus stands.) 
Q Do you need to speak to him or are you comfortable 
proceeding? 
A May I speak with him? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Sure. 
MR. PETRUS: May I approach, your Honor? 
(Witness is conferring with counsel.) 
MR. PETRUS: Thank you, your Honor. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Are you comfortable proceeding? 
THE WITNESS: Uh, yeah. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, can we bring in the jury? 
THE COURT: Yes. 


(Jury is in the courtroom at 9:46 a.m.) 


THE COURT: Please be seated. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY: I want to remind you were 
previously sworn. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: The government calls witness John 


Zaffarano. 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. ARGENTIERT: 

Good morning, sir. 
Good morning. 

How old are you? 

57. 

Where were you born? 
Brooklyn, New York. 
What part of Brooklyn? 


East New York. 


D > OD >È D >È D P8 OD 


In the first couple of years of your life, what 
neighborhood did you live in? 

At that time it was in Queens. 

And did you move? 

Yeah. 

What neighborhood did you move to? 

What time? What timeframe. 

After you moved out of -- 

We moved out to Long Island. 

What neighborhood? 

It wasn't a neighborhood, it was a town, Wantagh. 


Are you here today pursuant to a subpoena? 


Do you want to be here? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No, I don't. 
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What was your father's name? 

Michael. 

Did he have a nickname? 

Mickey. 

When you were growing up, where was your father? 
A lot of times locked up. 

When did your father die? 

On Valentine's Day, 1980. 

Did you make the funeral arrangements? 
Yes, I did. 

Do you know someone named Vince Asaro? 
Yes, I do. 

Who is that? 

That's my first cousin. 

Can you explain how you are related? 


My first cousin. His father and my mother were brother 


and sister. 


> OD F D >È OD YF DB 


What was Vinnie Asaro's father's name? 
Jerome. 

Does Vincent Asaro have a son? 

Yes, he does. 

What is the son's name? 

Jerome. 

Do you know him as well? 


Yes, he's my cousin. 
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When your father died, did you have a wake service for 


Yes, I did. 

What funeral home was it in? 

Steven Otto's (phonetic). 

Where was it located? What neighborhood? 

In East New York. 

Did Vincent Asaro attend your father's wake? 
Yes. 

Did he have a cousin named Gaspare? 

Yeah. 

Are you related to Gaspare? 

No, I'm not. 

What was Vincent Asaro's relationship to Gaspare? 


I believe they were cousins. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


In the 1980's prior to and after your father's death, 
did you see Vince Asaro in Ozone Park? 

Yeah. 

Did he have a social club? 


Yeah. A little storefront, yeah. 


A 

Q 

A 

Q Where was it? 
A I believe it was on 101st Avenue. 

Q When you went to that club, who did you see there? 

A My cousin Vinnie was there sometimes, Gaspare was there 


sometimes. A lot of faces from the neighborhood. 
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Q After your father's death, did you have a conversation 
with Vincent Asaro about money that your father allegedly 
owed him? 

A Yeah. 

Q What did he say to you? 

A He said that he loaned my father some money and asked 
how we can go about getting it paid. 

Q How much money did Vincent Asaro say he loaned your 
father? 

A I think it was $250,000. 

Q Did you believe that your father actually loaned him 


the money? 


A I'm really not sure. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, I believe it. 


Were you under oath then? 


Do you recall testifying in the grand jury that you 
didn't believe it? 

Yeah. I guess. Yes. 

Did you agree to pay that money back? 

Yes, I did. 

And did you assume the debt? 


Yes, I did. 
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Q What was your agreement with Vince Asaro about how you 
would pay that money back? 

A I would pay him back a couple thousand a week. 

Q Now, if your father died in February of 1980, for how 
many years did you pay that debt back? 

A I'm not sure what the total number of the years was. 
Back then I had a substance abuse problem, I was in a big 
white cloud, and I wasn't really keeping count. 

Q Do you recall testifying before the grand jury? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall testifying that you paid that long after 
the debt was paid or was resolved? 

Yes. 

Was that true? 

Yes. 

How much money did you agree to pay per week? 

2,000 a week. 

Who did you make the payments to? 


My cousin Vinnie, Gaspare; those were the two people. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Were there times that you would pay the money yourself 
at the club? 

A Yeah. 

Q And in the early 1980's, what kinds of cars did you 
drive? 


A I had a Mercedes and a Lincoln and a Ferrari. 
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Q What color was the Ferrari? 
A Yellow. 
Q Were there times that you couldn't make the weekly 
payments? 
A Yeah. 
Q Were there times that Vinnie Asaro asked for the money 
and followed up with you? 
A Yeah. 
Q How would he do that? 
A Maybe a phone call saying, am I going to see you this 
week, Johnny. And I would say, yeah or no. 
Was he ever upset with you? 
Oh, yeah. 
How did he express that? 
He was, you know, he yelled and jumped up and down a 
little bit. 
Q Now, at some point did you borrow additional money from 
him for your business? 
Yes. 


How much money? 


And what was the money for? 


A 
Q 
A $20,000. 
Q 
A 


I was getting some work done at the theater. I wanted 
the properties that we had, and I was short that money, I 


couldn't get a bank loan, I couldn't get the money, and 
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Vinnie loaned me the money. 
Q When you say "the theater" what are you referring to? 
A It was a theater, it was a property that we had in 
Manhattan. 
Q What was the name it was? 
A The Pussycat Theater. 
Q And did your father, and you after him, own a series of 
properties in Manhattan? 

No, we just owned those three properties. 

And they were in Manhattan? 

Yes. 

Approximately where? 

Between 48th, 49th on Broadway. 

And what kinds of businesses were in those properties? 

Predominantly adult entertainment. It was a -- there 
was a topless bar, there was a movie theater, a couple of 
movie theaters, a gay bath club. What else? There was 
another place that sold, you know, toys and things like 
that. 
Q When did your father purchase those buildings, if you 
know? 
A He died in 1980, so it had to be in the 70's, probably 


in the middle to the late 70's. 


Q Now, when you borrowed the $20,000 from Vincent Asaro, 


what was the agreement? 
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A That I pay him back one percent a week. 

Q And the one percent a week, was that just an interest 
payment? 

A Yeah. 

Q Until you had the money to pay off the rest or the 
principal? 

Yeah. 

What is one point on $20,000? 

$200. 

That's your weekly payment? 

Yeah. 

How long did it take you to pay back that loan? 

A month, two months at the most. 


Were there times that you couldn't make that payment? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


I guess. Obviously, yes, if I couldn't make the -- if 


couldn't make one payment, I didn't make the other. 


Q Where did you get the videotapes from for your business 


that you sold? 
A A distributor in California VCX. 
Q At some point did you make a decision to sell the 


property? 


Approximately when? 
I was considering selling the property right along 


until the right offer came along. But in around 1986, we 
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got a real good offer, and that's when we decided we were 
going to sell. 
How much did you sell it for? 


Gross, 18 and a half million. 


Yes. 


To who? 


Q 
A 
Q Did you have to pay a lot of that money out? 
A 
Q 
A 


The tenants. In New York, they -- the tenants, even if 
they sign a cancellation clause in a lease to get out or 
anything, once you give them the money, they may tell you, 
you Know what, we change our mind, we're not leaving. 

You've got to take them to landlord/tenant court, 
it can take up to five years. And they literally hold you 
up. So basically every tenant you got to negotiate 
separately. 

Q Now, did you have a meeting with Vincent Asaro about 
the sale of those properties? 

Not a meeting specifically, but it was brought up. 

What did he bring up? 

You know, about the properties and I was looking to 
have -- get more money from the properties and stuff of that 
nature. 

Q Did he raise with you an issue that one of the tenants 
was having? 


A Yes, he did. 
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Did you go to a meeting about that? 
Yes. 

With who? 

Matthew Ianniello. 

Matty Ianniello? 

Yes. 

And where that was meeting? 

It was at a restaurant in Little Italy. 
What was it called? 

SPQR. 


Who was at that meeting? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


I -- there was no introduction made. I assume on the 
other side, there was one had to be Matty, and one was an 
attorney. 

Q Who was Al Altruda? 

A Al Altruda. He was a very, very, very close friend of 
my father's for many years. 

Q Is his real first name Umberto? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, at that meeting, what was your -- what happened? 
A The -- apparently the Mardi Gras or the topless bar 
where the tenant was, was under some kind of problem with 
the federal -- with the federal government with prosecution 
for RICO or whatever. 


Bottom line, the property was locked up. I 
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couldn't sell the property until it was released, because no 
one was going to buy it. 

But, you know, there was a lock on it, and the 
lock was, you know, by the federal prosecutor's office. 
Q Just stop for a second. 

At this meeting, right, who was your understanding 
had the interest in the property in the topless bar? 
A Matty -- that Matty guy. 
Q And prior to that meeting, how much money was Matty 
expecting to get from the property? 
A Well, it was supposed to be -- the Mardi Gras was going 


to get in the lease -- they were supposed to get, I believe, 


like, $800,000; maybe a little more. But that was the money 


that was frozen. 

And that money was then turned over to Rudolph 
Giuliani's office; he was the prosecutor under that. And 
they released the property so I could sell it. 

Q So did Vince Asaro come and advise you that Matty "the 
Horse" was unhappy with the payments that were negotiated on 
behalf of the Mardi Gras property? 

A Yeah. 

Q And what did he tell you that you had to do? 

A Well, he said that, you know, he suggested that we pay 
them, that I pay him, because it's not something that you 


mess around with. 
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And he was referring to Matty Ianniello? 

Yes. 

And then you had that meeting with Matty Ianniello? 
Yes. 

And you negotiated the price? 

Yes. 


What was he asking for? 


> ODO FF DO > OD YF DB 


He was looking for a million, and we got him down to 


And did you pay that money? 

Yes. 

Now, did you also give Vincent Asaro money from those 
properties? 

Yes. 

From the sale of those properties? 


Yeah. 


Maybe 300, 400; I'm really not exactly sure how much. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q How much money? 
A 
Q 


When you say "300" or "400" are you talking dollars or 
thousands of dollars? 
A Thousands of dollars. 
Q Now, why did you give him that money? 
A I gave money to my whole family. But for Vinnie, he 
helped me negotiate that thing over there and, you know, it 


was -- part of it was I wanted to give him money. 
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Q Do you recall testifying in the grand jury when I asked 
what was the purpose of paying that money, that you wanted 
to move to Florida? 
A Oh, yeah. I wanted to -- moving to Florida was always, 
you know, in my plan whenever I sold property. 
Q You wanted to move to Florida -- 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: No. She can finish the question. Go 
ahead. 
Q Do you recall testifying under oath that you wanted to 
-- the purpose of paying the money was that you wanted to 
move to Florida and not be bothered by nobody? 
A Yes. 
Q So instead of 10,000; here is a nice chunk, leave me 
alone? 
Yes. 
Was that true? 
Yeah. 
Did you, in fact, move to Florida? 
Yes, I did. 
With who? 


My family. My wife, my kids, some family members. 


Did you move with Matthew Costa? 


Yes, he was one of my cousins. 


D > OD >È D F D FF DOD FY 


And did Vince Asaro come to see you in Florida. 
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Yeah. 

And did Gaspare come to see you in Florida? 
Yeah. 

Now, in Florida you own businesses there? 
Yes. 

Was one of them Rum Bottoms? 

Yes. 


What was Rum Bottoms? 


> OD F OD PP O0 F D > 


Yes. It was a night club, night club/restaurant on the 
water. 
Q Did you also have a boat down there? 


Yes, I did. 


A 
Q What was the name of the boat? 
A 


It was called Top Secret. And we used to use that when 
we did weddings at one of the restaurants or whatever, for 
parties. The boat would be something that people could also 
book. 

Was that the Viking boat? 

Yes. The boat was called Top Secret. 

What did it look like? 

It was -- the people that had it, had it built after a 
Viking ship. And the whole interior was all hand carved, it 
was spectacular. 

Q And after you went to Florida, did the defendant come 


down and ask you for money? 
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A He came down to Florida and we just discussed some 
business propositions or whatever, probably asking for some 
money. If I had it, I gave it to him. 


Q Do you recall testifying in the grand jury that you 


gave him $250,000 when he came to Florida? 


A I -- now, I'm a having a little difficulty with my 
memory. 
Q You know what, I can show it to you. Would that fresh 
your recollection if I showed it to you? 
A Yeah. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, may we approach? 

THE COURT: Yes. 


(Continued on the next page for sidebar.) 
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trying -- 


SIDEBAR CONFERENCE 


(Sidebar conference begins.) 


MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, this is her witness. He's 


THE COURT: He's obviously -- whether or not it's 


her witness, it's a hostile witness. He said he didn't 


remember. 


She's entitled to refresh his recollections. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 
(End of sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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BY MS. ARGENTIERT: 
Q Mr. Zaffarano, do you see the screen in front of you? 
A Yes. 
Q I'm going to show you page 26 of your grand jury 
testimony, okay? This is just for the witness, just so you 
can see the front, okay? 

Yes. 

Do you see that? 

Yep. 

Do you see the bottom of this page? 

Yes. 

You can read from line 16 to 24. 

Okay. 

(Pause. ) 
Okay. You're right. Okay. I'm reading that. 
Does that refresh your recollection? 


Yes. Yes, it does. And, yeah. What I'm saying was -- 


and what it says over here, is he came down to discuss a 


business proposition, and I gave him 250,000. I told him it 
was a good deal. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Okay. Can I show you some 
photos? 
A Please. 
Q 97-A, who is that? 


A I hate to admit to it. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Oh, Judge. I would actually like 

the jury to see these as well. 

THE COURT: Yes. 
We'll do that again. 97-A. Who is that? 
That's me. 
You said "I'd hate to admit it," that's you? 
I hate to admit it, that's me. 
97-B, who is that? 
That's me also. 
Seven, who is that? 
That's my cousin Vinnie. 
93-A? 
That's Gaspare. 


Six? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Jerry Boy. Yeah, I think that's my cousin Jerry. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Thank you. I have no further 
questions. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May I have a moment, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
(Pause. ) 
CROSS - EXAMINATION 
BY MS. MACEDONIO: 
Q Good morning, Mr. Zaffarano. 
A Good morning. 


Q My name is Elizabeth Macedonio, and I represent 
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Mr. Asaro. 
A Okay. 
Q Now, you testified that Mr. Asaro is your first cousin; 


is that right? 


And is it true, Mr. Zaffarano, that your mother was 
. Asaro's Godmother? 
Yes. 
And when was the last time you saw Mr. Asaro? 
Oh, boy, it was before the millennium. It's been a 
long time. 
Some time ago? 


Yeah. 


Easily. 


Q 
A 
Q More than 20 years ago? 
A 
Q 


Do you recall the agents coming down to see you in 
Florida? 
A , I do. 
Q And do you recall telling the agents that Vinnie was a 
great guy? 
A Absolutely. 
Q Do you recall telling them he was charming and funny? 
A Absolutely. 
Q That you had a lot of laughs together? 
A 


Yes. 
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Q Now, over the years, you borrowed some money from 
Vinnie, correct? 

Yes. 

And he borrowed money from you, right? 

Yes. 

And this was money that was going back and forth 
between family members? 
A Yeah. Back then, I had a very serious cocaine 
addiction, and my head was always up in a big cloud of 
whatever. (Witness coughs.) 
Q Are you okay? 
A Yeah. And, geez, I lost my train of thought. 


Q That's okay. So you borrowed money from him and he 


borrowed money from you? 


A Right. Nobody kept score. 


Q Okay. And you -- when you sold the properties that 


your father owned, you had come into a lot; is that fair to 


say? 


A Yes. 


Q And is it fair to say that you lent or gave money to a 


lot of your family members? 


A Absolutely. 


Q When you moved to Florida, you didn't move to Florida 


by yourself, right? 
A No. 


Mary Agnes Drury, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N NNa àa a a a a a a n y 
an A O N > FD O © N FO OA Aà O N >œ 


ZAFFARANO - CROSS - MACEDONIO 


Who moved to Florida with you? 
A My wife, my kids, some of my cousins. Some people that 
I used to call uncle, because they were, you know, friends 
of the family for so many years. 
Q And did you buy homes for some of these people? 
A Yes, I did. 
Q Did you ever get the money back that was used to 
purchase those homes? 
A No. Anytime I ever loaned anybody any money, I always 
loaned it with the intention that I'm never going to get it 
back, so I wouldn't be disappointed. And if I got it back, 
hooray. 
Q And so there were a lot of people who borrowed money 
from you and you never got it back? 
A Yes. Especially under my addiction, if you asked me 
with a smile, then you got it. 
Q Okay. Now, when you lent money to Mr. Asaro, did you 
do that because he threatened you? 
A Oh, no, he never did that. 
Did you do that because you were scared? 
No. 


Did Mr. Asaro ever extort you? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. It calls for a -- 
THE COURT: That's a term of art, so I'll sustain 
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that. 
Did he threaten you that you had to give him the money? 
No. 


Did he scare you that you had to give him the money? 


Did he force you to give him the money? 


No. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A No. 
Q 
A 
Q 


And when you talked about the money that Mr. Asaro told 
you that your father owed him at the wake, did you -- before 
you began to pay him back, did you clear that with your 
mother? 

A Yes, I did. My mother, again, was Vinnie's Godmother. 
And when Vinnie, you know, told me that there was money that 
he loaned my father and he wanted to let us know, and so 
it's not a surprise. I told him I would discuss it with my 
mother, and my mother's response was, basically, that's my 
Godson, he would never lie to me, give it to him. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. I move to strike all 
of that. 

THE COURT: Yes. Please, disregard that 
testimony. Ask specific questions. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 
BY MS. MACEDONIO: 
Q The money that you paid back that was your father's 
debt, you did that willingly, right? 
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A Yes. 
Q Now, the $250,000 that we talked about on your direct 
examination, Mr. Asaro came to Florida to talk to you about 
that? 

Yes. 

And did he say it was a land deal? 

Yeah. 

And so there was a discussion about what the money was 
for, correct? 
A Yeah. It was a piece of property, it was a waterfront 
property that was being able to get for a very reasonable 
price, and I had a high expectation of it going up in value. 

So you agreed to get involved in this transaction? 

Yes. 

Did you give Mr. Asaro a check for that? 

Yes. I am 99 percent sure it was a check. It's been a 
long time, and I don't have access to the books. But I 
don't think -- I doubt very highly I would give that kind of 
cash. 


Q Do you recall Gaspare Valenti ever coming to Florida 


and you giving him $500,000 in cash? 


A I remember being told that he had came to Florida, but 
I don't remember that kind of money. 
Q Okay. But when Mr. Asaro came and asked for the 


$250,000; you gave him a check, right? 


Mary Agnes Drury, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N O oO A O N >œ 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a a y 
an A O N > FD O © N QO OA Aà O N >œ 


ZAFFARANO - CROSS - MACEDONIO 


A Absolutely. 
Q Now, with respect to Matthew Ianniello, was that a 
situation where you went to Mr. Asaro first to talk about 
Matthew Ianniello? 
A I don't really exactly whether it was Mr. Ianniello 
contacted Vinnie, whether it be -- he contacted somebody 
else and I told Vinnie, I don't really remember. 
Q And you don't remember how it came about, but you 
remember the meeting, right? 
A Yes. 
Q And you said there was were no introductions, but you 
understood that one of the people at the meetings was 
Mr. Ianniello, correct? 
Yes. 
And another person was Mr. Ianniello's lawyer, correct? 
Yes. 
And then there is a conversation that ensues and there 
negotiation, right? 
Right. 
Is it true, Mr. Zaffarano, that you were negotiating 
the tenants of the building, all of the tenants? 


Every one of them negotiated. 


And you said that after this negotiation, the number 


was reduced; is that correct? 


A Yes. 
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Q Okay. And then you paid through your attorney, the 
number, correct? 
A Yes. 


Q So in other words, you didn't hand Matthew Ianniello a 


bag of cash with $750,000 in it? 


A Oh, no. It was paid by check to, you know, to the 
attorney. And I -- again, it's been many years, I don't 
have a clue. 
Now, was your attorney involved in this as well? 
No. 
So it was just paid from you to Mr. Ianniello's 
attorney? 
A Right. 
Q Okay. Now, do you recall going to California with 
respect to royalties that your father was owed? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sidebar. 


(Continued on the next page for sidebar.) 
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(Sidebar conference begins.) 

MS. ARGENTIERI: It is beyond the scope of his 
testimony. 

THE COURT: It is beyond the scope. 

MS. MACEDONIO: She brought up the company that he 
was getting the VHS tapes from. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: It has nothing to do with 

MS. MACEDONIO: She specifically listed -- 

THE COURT: I don't think it has anything to do 
with it, but let me find out: Where are you going anyway? 

MS. MACEDONIO: I wanted to talk to him about the 
testimony about the stripper that was -- excuse me, the 
porno star that was out in California, that they had gone 
there for a meeting, sat down with the wiseguys, and then 
this woman was "released" to Mr. Zaffarano. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: It's completely outside the 


scope. I didn't get into any of that. 


THE COURT: You can call him in your case for this 


testimony. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Because he's likely to come back. 
THE COURT: Sorry. 
(End of sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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BY MS. MACEDONIO: 
Q Mr. Zaffarano, you were asked a lot of questions about 
your testimony in the grand jury. 
Do you remember that? 
A Yes. 
Q And you've been given immunity to testify here today; 
is that correct? 
A Yes. 


Q And before you were called to testify in the grand 


jury, did you alert the government that you had significant 


health problems? 
A Yes, I did. 
Q And did you also alert the government that your health 
problems resulted in -- 
THE COURT: Excuse me. 


(Continued on the next page for sidebar.) 
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(Sidebar conference begins.) 

THE COURT: I'm afraid -- 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm sorry. 

THE COURT: I'm afraid if you get into that, I'm 


going to have to give them an instruction about the fact 


that I directed him to come, and I made certain findings 
with respect to his health problems. I don't think you 
should do this. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. In regards to his -- 

THE COURT: There was a motion to quash the 
subpoena. I denied the motion to quash and I made findings 
about the evidence of his health problems. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Specifically relating to his 
memory issues? 

THE COURT: Specifically relating to his capacity 
to testify. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. I was unaware of any of 
this, so... 


COURT: And relating to his ability to come 


. MACEDONIO: Okay. 
COURT: And his health situation. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. So... 
THE COURT: You didn't know that, I know. I 


wanted to tell you. 
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MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you. I appreciate that. 

(Pause. ) 

MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, can I just clarify 
something? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think that she wants to elicit 
the doctor's name that says his memory can't be relied on. 

THE COURT: I'm sorry? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: She wants to elicit the doctor's 
notes, and I object. I think you made findings in the 
motion. I mean, if you don't want to do that then -- 


THE COURT: I did make findings that the notes 


were wholly unreliable and did not constitute evidence. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you very much. 
THE COURT: Okay. 
(End of sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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BY MS. MACEDONIO: 

Q Mr. Zaffarano, when you lent Mr. Asaro the $250,000, 
you did that willingly, right? 

A Yes. 

Q And when you borrowed the $20,000 from Mr. Asaro, you 
did that willingly, right? 

A Yes. 

And you did this of your own free will? 

Yes. 


No one forced you, right? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I have no further questions. 

THE COURT: Anything? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Nothing further. Thank you very 
much. You're excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you, your Honor. 

(Witness leaves the witness stand.) 

MS. GERDES: Your Honor, the government's next 
witness is Ronald Ceschini. 

(Pause. ) 

MS. GERDES: Your Honor, just so you know, all the 
waiting rooms were full on this floor, so they had to get 
him from a different floor. 

THE COURT: That's fine. 


(Pause. ) 
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(Witness takes the witness stand.) 


RONALD CESCHINI, called by the Government, having been first 


duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 


COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please state and spell your 
name for the record. 
THE WITNESS: Ronald Ceschini. C-e-s-c-h-i-n-i. 
COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please have a seat. 
MS. GERDES: May I, your Honor? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. GERDES: 
Mr. Ceschini, which neighborhood did you grow up in? 
Ozone Park, Queens. 
Where specifically in Ozone Park did you grow up? 
Two houses; one was on 94th Street and the other was on 
95th Street. 
Q Your house that was on 95th Street, what major 
intersection was it located near? 
Between Rockaway Boulevard and 103rd Avenue. 
And where is that in relation to Woodhaven Boulevard? 
It's actually part of the service roadway. 95th Street 


over there is a short little block, and it comes off at an 


angle off to the service road. 
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Now, what were your parents' names? 
Emelia and Bruno. 

And how did you spell Amelia? 
E-m-e-l-i-a, I believe. 

Did she spell it with an "E"? 

Yes. 


And your father, what did your father do for work? 


> ODO FF D >È OD YF DB 


He was a contractor. Building -- mostly -- he made 
most of his money in the land development, you know, real 
estate, investment and land development. 

Q Beyond his investments in real estate and property, did 
he own any businesses? 

Yes. 


What types of businesses did he own? 


What were the names of his fencing businesses? 


A 
Q 
A Fence and iron work company. 
Q 
A 


Bonded Fence. Well, the other company was Bonded 
Developers. And he had another company with a partner by 
the name of Pilot Fence, I believe. 

Q Who was your father's partner in pilot fence? 
A The man's name was Rudy Smith. I don't think he's 
still alive. 


And Pilot Fence was a fence company, obviously? 


Did you have any siblings? 
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A Yes. 
Q And let's talk about your brothers. How many brothers 
did you have? 

I had three. I have one left. 

What were the names of your three brothers? 

I'll start from the oldest: Michael, Joseph, and my 
kid brother's name is Paul. 
Q Where do you rank in age? 
A It was quite a disparity. My oldest brother was 11 or 
12 years older than me, that was Michael. My next oldest 
was my brother Joseph, he was nine years older, and I'm 
12 years older than my kid brother. 
Q Now, your brother Joseph, how, if at all, were you 
different than him? 


A Well, there was quite a bit of an age difference and, 


you know, he got into trouble when he was younger, and he 


was out of the house for most of the time. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. I'm not sure what the 
relevance of all this is. 
MS. GERDES: It will become clear, your Honor. 
THE COURT: We'll discuss it at sidebar. 


(Continued on the next page for sidebar.) 
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(Sidebar conference begins.) 

MS. GERDES: He's going to talk about his 
relationship to the defendant and there is a -- for certain 
reasons, he kept at a distance; whereas, his brother was -- 
is Joseph, he was closer to the defendant, and he's going to 


talk about kind of certain decisions in his life and why he 


chose to, and he's going to talk about also a favor that he 


did where he held onto some money, so... 

THE COURT: Money? 

MS. GERDES: Yes. 

THE COURT: Is this for the proceeds -- 

MS. GERDES: Yes. 

MS. MACEDONIO: My concern is that -- I'm trying 
to remember correctly. 

MS. GERDES: I'm not going to touch this. 

MS. MACEDONIO: This was the older brother that 
was involved with the heroin? 

THE COURT: No, we're not dealing with that no. 

MS. GERDES: Of course not. 

THE COURT: That's out. 

(End of sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Gerdes. 
BY MS. GERDES: 
Q Picking up where we left off; your brother Joseph, did 
he get in trouble with the law? 
A Yes, he did. 
Q And you mentioned that you've lost two brothers. Is 
Joseph one of the brothers that has since passed away? 
Yes. 
And when did he pass away? 
Mid-90's I would say, around '95 or '96. 
Do you know Vincent Asaro? 
Yes. 
Do you see Mr. Asaro in the courtroom today? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And could you please describe an article of clothing 
he's wearing? 
It looks like he's wearing a grey sweater with a blue 
shirt. 

THE COURT: Indicating the defendant. 

MS. GERDES: Thank you. 

When did you meet the defendant? 

A When my brother and I were in business together. He 
had passed by, you know, wished my brother luck, you know, 
to say -- to wish him luck in the business venture. 


Q Which brother is this? 
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A Joseph. 

Q And what type of business were you and Joseph in 
together? 

A It was an auto body business. 

Q And approximately when did you and Joseph have the auto 
body business? 


A Between the year 1975 and 1977. I was on there. I 


stayed there a little bit longer. I bought him out, but 


that was -- I was out of that business from 1978, the summer 
of ‘78. 
Q Now, did there come a time you said that your brother 
left the business. Where did he go when he left the 
business? 
He moved upstate. 
And approximately when did your brother move upstate? 
I'm going to say the fall of '77. 
Now, you said the defendant came by in the shop to wish 
your brother luck? 
A Yes. 
Q What other interactions did you have with the 
defendant? 
A Well, at the time I was introduced to him; not much 
more than that. 
Q Now, do you know an individual by the name of Gary who 


was around? 
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A Yes, I met him through Mr. Asaro. 

Q And what was the relationship between the defendant and 
Gary, to your understanding? 

A I really -- I was told that they were cousins. I was 
introduced to them. I was introduced to Gary as his cousin. 
And there was a, you know, from the looks of it anyway, it 
was quite of a bit of an age difference there, too. So, you 
know, it was a family type relationship. 

Q When you say there was quite a bit of an age difference 
between the defendant and Gary, who was the older one? 

A Vincent. 

Q And what observations did you make about how the 
defendant and Gary interacted with one another? 

A I -- like I said, family type, you know, old 
brother/younger brother. I had a similar kind of 
relationship with my brother Joseph, you know. I was junior 
to him, so he was the one that was looked up to. 

Q Okay. And when you say "older brother/ younger 


brother," who was the one that was calling the shots? 

A Oh, I don't know what you mean by that. I know -- as 
far as Gary was -- I don't want to call him subordinate, but 
he was the younger of the two, so he was the one that was, 


you know -- what can I say, my brother used to boss me 


around, tell me to do things, go here, go there, and that's 


what Gary used to do for Vinnie, I think. 
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Q So the defendant would, in your words, kind of boss 
Gary around? 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: I don't know boss him around. 
Q Okay. Now, did there come a time when the defendant 


did a favor for you? 


What favor did he do for you? 

I got myself into a dispute in the barroom one night, 
and the outcome was favorable to me, and not so much for the 
other guy. And a couple days or nights later, I started 


going back out and I started hearing through the grapevine 


that this guy was looking to get even. 


And, you know, there was bandying about a bunch of 
names, and he knows this one and does that. And so I didn't 
know what to make of it, so I stopped going around for 
awhile. And I had no one else to turn to. If my brother 
was still down here, I would have spoken to him and he would 
have taken care of it. But I had nobody else to speak to, 
and so I went and I saw Vinnie on the off chance that he 
might know of these people or something that would be 
serious, should I take it serious or not. 

And when I spoke to him, he told me not to worry 


about it. 
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Q And these people you said that -- you were basically in 
fear to a certain extent that something might happen? 

A Well, I kept hearing -- and not only one bar, you know, 
I used to frequent a couple of different bars. And through 
the bartenders -- the bartenders seem to know everybody, 
they are, like, the gossip queens of the nightlife. And I 
started hearing rumors through, you know, the bars and 
bartenders that, you know, to just watch out. 

Q And you said then you went to the defendant to tell him 
about this and asked for help? 

A Well, after I started to take it serious. The first 
couple of nights maybe I blew it off. And after I kept 
hearing about it, I started to think maybe it was something 
that was serious. And I figured it didn't hurt to speak to 
somebody about it, just to find out if, you know, there was 
anything that I should worry about or not. 


Q And this interaction, when you speak to the defendant 


about getting help on the situation, this is after your 


brother is moved upstate then? 


Now what, if anything, happened to your problem? 

Well, like I said, I was told not to worry about it, 
and I took that with a grain of salt. It didn't carry, you 
know, I didn't bring it up any longer. And I started to be 


a little more careful. And as time went by, I just went 
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about my normal life and I just forgot about it. 
Q Who told you not to worry about it? 
A Vincent. When I mentioned to him these people and if 
he Knew them, he didn't say anything much. He just told me 
not to worry about it. He said, don't worry about it. 
Q Now, shortly thereafter, did Gary come to your house? 
A Yes. 
Q Now, when Gary came to your house, what notice, if any, 
did you have that he was coming? 
A You know, and again, this is almost 40 years ago, so 
I'm going from recollection. Vincent may have mentioned it, 
he may not have, I don't recall. But I knew Gary was close 
with Vinnie. And when I saw him on my stoop, he rang the 
bell, I opened the door and invited him in like any normal 
friend would have invited another friend into his home. 
Q And this happened after the talk you had with Vinnie 
about the threat against you? 

Yes. I believe so, yes. 


And now you said that you invited Gary into your home? 


And what exchange, if any, did you have with Gary? 


A 
Q 
A Um-huh. 
Q 
A 


Well, we sat down at the kitchen table and we had a cup 
of coffee, and he asked me if I would do a favor and hold a 
package for him, you know, a small, nondescript package. 


Q When you say nondescript package, what did it look 
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like, to the best of your recollection it? 
A Looked like a brown paper bag, something you would 
carry your lunch in. It was taped up with some duct tape, 
but you could still see the brown paper bag. 

Were you able to see inside the bag at all? 


No. 


Yes. 


And what did the bag feel like? 


Q 
A 
Q The tape prevented you from seeing inside? 
A 
Q 
A 


It was light, you know, it wasn't very heavy. It felt 
like paper. It wasn't -- there was nothing in there that 
was hard or box like, you know. It felt like, you know, 
papers. 

Q What did you believe it to be at the time? 
A I thought it might have been money. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE WITNESS: But I wasn't sure. 
THE COURT: Sustained. 
Q Based on -- well, based on how it felt, what was your 
belief was inside the bag? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: Not a specific item, I assume? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Correct. 
THE COURT: Go ahead. 


Well, again, it felt like paper, you know. It could 
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have been money, it could have been torn up newspapers, I 
don't know? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: Yes. 
Was it lumpy at all? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: You're done. 
THE WITNESS: No. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
Q I'm showing you Government Exhibit 93-A in evidence. 
Who is that? 
A That's Gary. 
Q Now, what, if anything, did Gary say when he gave you 
the package? 
A He just asked me to do him a favor and hold onto it and 
take care of it for him. 
Did you agree to hold on to the package? 
I felt, you know, I felt I should. 
Why did you feel that way? 
Well, again, I knew he was close with Vinnie. And I 
didn't know if this was a favor to him or if he asked -- I 


felt I should. I felt a little obligated at that time. 


Q When you say you felt obligated, why did you feel 


obligated? 


A Well, again, going back to the problem that I had in 


Mary Agnes Drury, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a n y M 
an A O N > TD O © N FDO OA Aà O N >œ 


CESCHINI - DIRECT - GERDES 2432 


the bar, whether Vinnie had anything to do with it or not, 
he made me feel much more calm for the situation and I took 
it for granted he said something. I didn't know, but I felt 
that I should do the favor for Gary. 
Q Now, what did you do with the package? 
A I stashed it in the garage in my home. And again, this 
was not my home, I was taking care of it. It was my 
parents'. They had two homes, one in the Miller Place and 
this one in Ozone Park. 

Now, did there come a time when you married? 


Yes. 


October of '81. 


Q 
A 
Q When did you get married? 
A 
Q 


Did you agree to hold on to this package before or 
after you got married? 
A Before, way before. 
Q Now, what, if anything, happened to the package after 
you agreed to hold on to it? 
A I'm going to say a couple of weeks after agreeing to 
hold this package, again, the house was -- belonged to my 
parents. I would come home from work and see the car in the 
driveway. 

And one day I came home and I found, you know, my 

father's car in the driveway. When I went inside, I greeted 


him, my father was normal. Hello, how are you, shooting the 
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breeze. And I could see my mother was a little bit upset. 
And I didn't know if it was me or just the mood she was in. 
But when I got her alone I asked her, and she did. She told 
me that she found something and she was upset about it. And 
it turned out that she found the package. And she didn't 
open it up. But she -- again, my two older brothers had a 
drug problem. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: My two older brothers were -- they 
had a drug problem when they were young, so my mother must 
have assumed it was drugs or some kind of paraphernalia, and 
she was very upset. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. Go ahead. 

BY MS. GERDES: 
Q Your mom was very upset? 


A Yes, because she believed that that might have been 


what was in the package. She never saw anything like it. 


And she was -- actually, she broke down in tears. And I 
assured her that it wasn't, that it didn't even belong to 
me, and I would get rid of it. 

Q What did you do as a result of that conversation with 
your mom? 


A Within 24 to 48 hours I found Gary and I told him what 
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happened. I told him it would be a good idea to come back 
and pick it up. 

Q And did he ever pick it up? 

A Yes. But he didn't make it seem like it was an urgent, 
you Know, like it was that important. So he did -- within, 
again, this is a recollection of almost 40 years ago, within 


a short period of time he came and picked it up. 


Q Now, you talked about your observations of the 


defendant's relationship with Gary. Do you remember that? 
A Um-huh. 
Q Did you ever see the defendant get upset with Gary? 
A On occasion, but no more upset than my brother would be 
with me if I did something he thought was stupid. 
Q Showing you Government Exhibit 7, who is that? 
A That's Vinnie. 
MS. GERDES: Thank you very much, Mr. Ceschini. 
MS. MACEDONIO: I have no questions, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Okay. Thank you very much. You're 
excused. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. 
(Witness leaves the witness stand.) 
MS. MACEDONIO: Can we take a ten-minute recess? 
THE COURT: I'm sorry? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Can we take a ten-minute recess? 


THE COURT: We certainly can. 


Mary Agnes Drury, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N N NS — à a => a a a a 4S y oM 
an A OO N >> FD O © N FDO OA A WO N >œ 


that now? 


(Jury is out of the courtroom at 10:36 a.m.) 


THE COURT: I see Mr. Zissou. Can we deal with 


MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 
THE COURT: At sidebar? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 


(Continued on the next page for sidebar.) 
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(Sidebar conference begins.) 

THE COURT: Come on up, Mr. Zissou. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Do you want Mr. Brennan up, too? 

COURT: Yes. 

MR. ZISSOU: Do I get to do the closing statement, 
Judge, that's all I want to know? 

THE COURT: You started this case. 

MR. ZISSOU: I know. I remember this is one of 
the best days of my life; August 21, 2014. Do you know what 
day that was? Severance granted. 

THE COURT: You're, Mr. Brennan? 

MR. BRENNAN: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: You're the investigator for 
Ms. Macedonio? 

MR. BRENNAN: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Mr. Brennan, as I understand it, I had 
signed a subpoena for the defendant's tax records. 

MR. BRENNAN: Correct. 

THE COURT: And you went to the United States 


Attorney's office yesterday or the day before, you advised 


them you were from the "PD", which is certainly commonly 
understood to be the police department. You said you were 
going to one floor, and you went to another floor. And I 
think even further, you entered the office of the organized 


crime unit at the United States Attorney's office. What 
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were you doing? 

MR. ZISSOU: That's actually not how it happened, 
Judge. 

THE COURT: Well, let me -- let the -- let me -- 
let Mr. Brennan tell me. He may be represented, but... 

MR. ZISSOU: Well, I mean, maybe I should 
preference it or -- because I've spoken to everyone 
involved, and there really is nothing but a 
misunderstanding. 

Him and -- Mr. Brennan and his associates have 
been trying to serve the subpoena on multiple locations 
and -- 

THE COURT: Why would he go to the US Attorney's 
office? 

MR. ZISSOU: Because he was directed there. 

THE COURT: By who? 

MR. ZISSOU: By the IRS center on MetroTech 
Avenue. They go to two offices on Long Island, and they try 
to serve it on a couple of occasions, and they are directed 


to an IRS office in Brooklyn. They get there -- or I should 


say, Mr. Brennan gets there, he tries to serve the subpoena. 


No, no, this is a criminal subpoena, you have to go to 271 
someplace. He goes. Now, he's not involved in that center 
of work, he has no idea that 271 has a significance as it 


does to the rest of us. He goes there, he shows he's got a 
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subpoena to serve, they send him up to seven. 

THE COURT: Why does he identify himself as PD? 

MR. ZISSOU: He didn't identify -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Just back up for a second, 
because I have the sign-in log where he signs in or enters 
as PD. 

MR. ZISSOU: Private detective. Private 
investigator. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: He flashed his credentials. The 
words he did not use was "defense investigator" which would 
have been the appropriate or "private detective". He didn't 
identified himself that way. 

It's completely outrageous. If he wants to serve 
the subpoena on me, he Knew where to find me, which was in 
the courtroom. 

MR. ZISSOU: That's not the way it worked. He has 
the subpoena, IRS subpoena, he goes up to seven, there is a 
window, you know where the office is. They took the 


subpoena. They looked up the docket number. No, you've got 


to go down to a different floor. He goes to a different 


floor. There's a phone. There is log-in information. They 
have already written for him -- if you have the subpoena, 
they wrote the name "Argentieri". There is a sticky on it. 
There is the -- 


THE COURT: I can see the name. 
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MR. ZISSOU: They write the name "Argentieri". He 
calls that number on the phone, as we do when we go to that 
floor, and a male answers the phone. Dave, I think it was, 
comes out and takes the subpoena. Okay? And he leaves. 


That's how it worked. There is nothing more than 


THE COURT: I'm sorry, did you sign something 
identifying yourself by the initials "PD"? 

MR. BRENNAN: Yes, I did. When I walked in, 
ma'am, I showed my ID card, and I showed a subpoena, and I 
told them I'm not sure if I'm at the right place. I said I 
have a subpoena for the IRS. He physically takes the 
subpoena from me, he looks at it, he physically takes my ID 
card, I told him I was retired. And he said, oh, you have 
to go the 7th floor. I went up to the 7th floor, I went to 


the banker window. I said, I have a subpoena, she took it. 


She physically took it. 


THE COURT: Where were you when you wrote the 
initials "PD"? 

MR. BRENNAN: I was down on the main level. 

THE COURT: Why did you do that? 

THE DEFENDANT: He told me to sign in, in the 
book. He said, oh, you have to sign in, in the book. I 
physically -- 

THE COURT: Your name is PD? 
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MR. BRENNAN: Can I show you my ID? 

MR. ZISSOU: His name is Bob Brennan. He signed 
the name and his agency, I assume, that's -- 

THE COURT: His agency is the "PD"? Have you ever 
signed in as "PD" before? 

MR. BRENNAN: I showed him the ID card and I said, 
listen, I'm getting the runaround. Am I at the right 
location? 

(ID card was handed to the Court.) 

THE COURT: That's a retired detective. So you 
gave him NYPD credentials. 

MR. BRENNAN: Mainly I gave it to him so I 


wouldn't get the runaround. I got it for the last three 


days. And I said to him, am I at the right location, I have 


to serve a subpoena on the IRS. He takes the subpoena and 
he says, oh, okay. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Can I just say -- can I just say, 
I see he's very upset. I believe it was a misunderstanding. 
But in the future, if you come to the US Attorney's office, 
I ask that you identify yourself as a private investigator. 

MR. BRENNAN: I didn't know it was your office, 
believe me. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I can he's very upset. 

THE COURT: He's clearly very upset. You just 


have to be careful, Mr. Brennan. 
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. BRENNAN: Absolutely. 
COURT: You have to be really -- 

. BRENNAN: I apologize to the utmost. 
COURT: -- it's your profession now. 
are a retired New York Police Detective. 

MR. BRENNAN: I'm proud of that. 

THE COURT: You may be proud of it, but I wouldn't 
use a police department credential as a private 
investigator. It's not smart. 

MR. BRENNAN: Like I said, I used it to steer in 
the right direction, that's all. 

THE COURT: Steer you in the right direction? 

MR. BRENNAN: Because I went to three locations 
already. 

THE COURT: Listen, we're going to leave it alone 
now, and I'm not going to do anything. 

I was very concerned to hear what happened. I 


want you to be very careful in the future, because you can 


get yourself into trouble. I'm not going to put you there, 


obviously. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I can see you're very upset. I 
take you at your word. 

MR. BRENNAN: It wasn't my intention. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Okay. Okay. I understood. 

THE COURT: We can move on. 
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MR. BRENNAN: Thank you, ma'am. 
MR. ZISSOU: Sorry to disturb the proceedings, 


your Honor. If you see Mr. LaSalle give him my regards. 


(End of sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 


(Proceedings were recessed and recalled.) 
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(Honorable Allyne R. Ross takes the bench.) 

THE COURT: Please be seated. 

(Defendant is in the courtroom.) 

(Jury is in the courtroom at 10:54 a.m.) 

THE COURT: Please be seated. 

Ms. Argentieri? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: The Government calls Pat 
Marshall. 


(Witness takes the witness stand.) 


PAT MARSHALL, called by the Government, having been first 


duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 


COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please state and spell your 


THE WITNESS: Patrick Marshall, M-a-r-s-h-a-1-1. 
COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please have a seat. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. ARGENTIERI: 
Good morning. 
Good morning. 
Sir, at one point did you work for the FBI? 
Yes, ma'am. 
Is your microphone on? 


Yes. 
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There you go. 
When did you join the FBI? 
1975. 
And for how long did you work at the FBI? 


I was a special agent for 26 years and nine months. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And what were the different assignments you had inside 
at the FBI? 

A My first assignment was New York City in 1975. I 
worked at Colombo organized crime family for a period of six 
months. 

As a new agent, you're rotated to another squad. 

I worked surveillance squad for approximately six months. 
And then I worked at the foreign counterintelligence squad, 
which we investigated assaults on foreign officials. 

I then went back to work the Genovese family 
squad, and then the intelligence squad, and then back to the 
Genovese family squad. 

And during my tenure on the Genovese family squad, 
back in May of 1981, the Bonanno family squad was located 
Brooklyn/Queens, and they needed assistance to help with 
someone spinoff investigations, so myself and my partner 
were working Bonanno cases in May of 1981. 

Did you continue your work on the Bonanno family? 
Yes, ma'am. 


After that? 
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Yes, 
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ma'am, I did. 


So directing your attention to 1987, where were you 


assigned then? 


A 
Q 


Bonanno squad. 


And as part of your role on the Bonanno squad, did you 


conduct surveillances? 


A 
Q 


Yes, 


ma'am, I did. 


And do you recall if you conducted surveillance on 


November 17, 1987? 


Yes, 


ma'am. 


And did you take photos during that surveillance? 


I did. 


Did you review them in anticipation of your testimony 


today? 


A 
Q 


Yes, 


ma'am, I did. 


As you sit here today, do you recall every detail of 


the surveillance you conducted? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No, 


I don't. 


Did you write a report of your observations? 


Yes, 


ma'am, I did. 


Was that report accurate? 


Yes. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, may I approach? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm showing the witness 3500 PM-1 
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(Document handed.) 
Q What is that, sir? 
A It's a surveillance report I conducted on November 17, 
1987. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, I ask that the witness be 
allowed to refer to his report during his testimony here 
today. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

Q Okay. So where did you -- where were you conducting 
surveillance on November 17th of 1987? 

A At Joey Messina's social club, which was known as MVP 
Trucking and J&SK Supply in Maspeth, Queens. 

Q And on that day, what did you observe at approximately 
1:05 p.m.? 

A 1:05 p.m., I observed a white male driving a vehicle; 
New York plates VTD293. I observed a car eastbound on the 
BQE. 

Q And did you basically follow that car to the club? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, what time did you start your surveillance that 
day? 


A Surveillance was instituted at 1:08 p.m. 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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BY MS. ARGENTIERI: 

Q Now, directing your attention to 1:09 p.m., what did 
you observe? 

A I observed Pete Rosa entering the club along with 
Carmine Peluso. 

And who is Pete Rosa? 

A member of the Bonanno family. 

Carmine Peluso? 

An associate. 

And what happened at 1:14 p.m.? 

Peluso exited the club and went to a vehicle. 


At 1:16 p.m., what did you observe? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


An unknown male knocked on the door of the club and 
talked with Mickey Cardello. 
And who was Mickey Cardello? 


A member of the Bonanno family. 


Q 
A 
Q What happened at 1:56 p.m.? 
A Peter Rosa exited the club. 

Q What else? 

A Tuttie Franzese -- an individual resembling Tuttie 
Franzese exited the club and left in a vehicle. An unknown 
male arrived and entered the club -- exited the club and 
departed in another vehicle. 


Q Directing your attention to the next page at the top, 


what happened at 2:08 p.m.? 
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James Tartaglione arrived and entered the club. 


And what happened at 2:13 p.m.? 


At 2:24 p.m., what happened? 


A 
Q 
A Tartaglione exited the club and departed the vehicle. 
Q 
A 


Louis Restino, I observed him parked in a vehicle on 
Russ and 58th Road. He made a call on his car phone. 
Q Now, moving a little bit further down that page, at 
3:06 p.m., what happened? 
A 3:06, two vehicles arrive. Peluso exited one vehicle 
and a white male entered. Also an individual by the name of 
Gasper Cammarata arrived. Cammarata exited his vehicle, 
opened the door to the club and returned to his vehicle and 
left. 
Who is Gasper Cammarata? 
A member of the Bonanno family. 
What was his nickname that you knew? 
I believe "Skin." 
Directing your attention to 3:33 p.m., what happened? 
Vinny Asaro arrived in a vehicle. 
What vehicle? 
A 1973 Mercedes. 
What was the tag? 
Q, "Queen," U, "Union," B, "Boy," 302. 


What happened next? 


> OD F DF YF DOD F D F D YF OD 


An individual by the name of Porky Zancocchio arrived 
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with a white male. And an unknown male walks to the vehicle 
and three individuals exited the car and meet with Mr. Asaro 
in front of the club. Mr. Asaro and Zancocchio kiss and 
greet one another. 
Q Directing your attention to the next page, what 
happened at 3:35 p.m.? 
A Mr. Asaro departed in his vehicle. Then Zancocchio and 
two males returned to their vehicles. One male enters the 
driver's side and Zancocchio and the other male walk on 58th 
Road in conversation. 
Q And what time did you terminate the surveillance that 
day? 
A 3:55 p.m. 
Q Now, you testified that Vinny Asaro arrived in the car 
NY QUB 302; is that correct? 

Yes, ma'am. 


Did you run the plate on that car? 


And who was it registered to? 


A 
Q 
A Later that day I did. 
Q 
A 


The car was registered to Jerome Asaro, date of birth 
March 30, 1958. Resided 81-02 Rockaway Boulevard, Ozone 
Park, New York. It was a 1973 Mercedes Benz two-door. 

Q And did you run other plates that you observed in the 
area that day? 


A Yes, ma'am, I did. 
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Q For example, further up on that page, New York YJY 250, 
who was that car registered to? 
Louis Mele, M-e-1-e. 
And what about New York QUH 565? 
Registered to Gasper Cammarata. 
You said that you took photographs during your 
surveillance? 
A Yes, ma'am, I did. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, can I show a couple things 
just to the witness? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
BY MS. ARGENTIERI: 
623-A, B, C, D, E. Do you recognize those? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Photographs I took that day. 


Q 
A 
Q What are those? 
A 
Q 


And have you previously looked at them prior to your 
testimony here today? 
A Yes, ma'am, I did. 
Q And this is -- what is this? 623-1. Is this just a 
board of all of those photos on them? 
A Yes, ma'am. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, can I have the witness 

step down and identify them? 


THE COURT: Yes. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: And may I publish? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(Publishing. ) 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I offer those. 

MS. MACEDONIO: No objection. 

THE COURT: Admitted. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: In no particular. 

(Government Exhibits 623-A, B, C, D, E received in 
evidence. ) 
BY MS. ARGENTIERT: 
Q Sir, can you step down here. This upper left-hand 
corner for the record is 623-D. 

Who do you see in this photo that you recognize, 
sir? 


A Porky Zancocchio and Vinny Asaro. 


Q So can you -- can you put this Porky Zancocchio sticker 


on Porky. 
A (Witness complies. ) 
Indicating the individual second from the left. 
Yes. With the T-shirt. It says "Athletic" -- 
partially "Athletic" written on the sweatshirt. 
He's actually the 1, 2, 3, third person from the left? 
Yes, ma'am. 
Okay. Can you identify Mr. Asaro in that photo. 


(Witness complies. ) 
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Indicating the individual in the Puma sweatsuit? 
A Yes. And sunglasses. 
Q Okay. Directing your attention to 623-A, who is in 
this photo? 
A James Tartaglione. 
Q Can you indicate by placing a sticker near James 
Tartaglione. 
A (Witness complies. ) 
Q Directing your attention to 623-C, who is that 
individual? 
A Gasper Cammarata. 
Q Can you indicate the individual by placing a sticker 


near him. 


A (Witness complies. ) 


Q Now, this individual in 623-B, you said -- who did you 
believe that to be? 
A An individual known as Tuttie Franzese. 
Q And what crime family was Tuttie Franzese associated 
with? 

Colombo family. 

Can you indicate that by placing a sticker. 

(Witness complies. ) 


And can you just take your seat for one more second, 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, just indicating for the 
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record that we showed the board to the defendant. 
THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MS. ARGENTIERI: 
Q I just want to show the witness one more photo. This 
is Government Exhibit 623 in evidence. This one was not on 
the board. 

Do you recognize anybody in this photograph? 
Yes, ma'am. Vincent Asaro. 
And which individual is he for the record? 


The gentleman with the sunglasses on. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And do you see Vincent Asaro anywhere in the courtroom 
here today? 

A Yes, ma'am, I do. 

Q Can you indicate him by an article of clothing he's 
wearing. 

A A sweater with an open collar and glasses. 

THE COURT: Indicating the defendant. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: No further questions. Thank you, 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I have no questions, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Thank you very much. You're excused. 
(Witness exits the courtroom.) 


MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, the government calls Guy 
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(Witness enters the courtroom. ) 


THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please raise your right 


GUY GRALTO, 
called as a witness, having been duly 


sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 


THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: State and spell your name 
for the record. 
THE WITNESS: Guy Gralto, G-r-a-1-t-o. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Good morning. 
Good morning. 
Mr. Gralto, how old are you? 
55. 
Where did you grow up? 
Ozone Park. 
What borough is that in? 
Queens. 
How far did you go in school? 


High school. 


Are you currently employed? 
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Yes. 


Lisa S. Schwam, RPR, RMR, CRR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N N Na à à a a a a: a a y M 
an A O N > TD O © N QO OA Aà O N >œ 


GRALTO - DIRECT - COOLEY 


Q Over the course of your life, have you worked in the 
auto parts business? 

A Yes. 

Q For approximately how many years of your life did you 
work in that business? 

A Just about all of it. 

Q Directing your attention to February of 1995. Did you 
get arrested at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you arrested by New York state authorities or 
federal authorities? 


A State. 


Q And generally speaking, what types of crimes were you 


charged with? 
A I believe it was enterprise corruption. 
Q And did the charges also involve running a chop shop 
business? 
Yes. Yes, it did. 
What's a chop shop? 
We dismantled stolen cars. 
And did the charges also relate to car theft and 
selling stolen car parts? 
A Yes, it did. 
Q Directing your attention to approximately 1996, did you 


enter into a cooperation agreement with the Queens District 
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Attorney's Office around that time? 
Yes, I did. 
And was that part of that same state case? 
Yes. 
And as part of that agreement, did you plead guilty to 
charges along the lines you just described? 
A Yes. 
Q The Queens District Attorney's Office, is that 
different from the U.S. Attorney's Office where I work? 
Yes. 
Do you have any agreement with the office where I work? 


No. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Are you testifying here pursuant to a subpoena today? 
A 
Q 


Now, you mentioned you've worked for the auto parts 
business for most of your life; is that right? 
A That's correct. 
Q In the early 1990s, did there come a time when you 
began working for yourself in that industry? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you ultimately open up a business with a name 
around that time? 

Yes, I did. 

And what was the name of that business? 


Conduit Auto Parts. 
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Q 
A 
Q 
A 
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And where was Conduit Auto Parts located? 

Ozone Park, Queens. 

Was there a chop shop associated with that business? 
Yes, there was. 

And approximately, where was that chop shop located? 
Corner of 101st Avenue around 84th Street, 86th Street. 
And that's in Ozone Park? 

Ozone Park. 

What's a junkyard? 


Where you'd come buy parts or where we'd sell parts 


And was there one or more junkyards associated with 
auto parts business in the early '90s? 

I moved to another place, yes. 

And where was that located? 

In Oceanside. 

Is that in Long island? 

Yes. 


Now, you mentioned chop shop associated with Conduit. 


Did that have a sign? 


A 
Q 


I believe it had a sign; J&B Brick, J&B -- J&J maybe. 


And beyond the chop shop on 101st Avenue, did Conduit 


Auto Parts have additional workspaces over the course of its 


existence? 


A 


Yes. 
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Q And you mentioned the place in Oceanside. Were there 
also other locations involved in that? 

A It was Conduit. It was on Cohancey Street and one in 
Oceanside. 

Q How did Conduit Auto Parts make money? 

A Selling parts, selling stolen parts. 

Q And how would you get the stolen auto parts that 
Conduit sold? 

A Someone would steal the car and we would dismantle a 
car. 

Q So did you have people working for you who stole the 


cars? 


A They didn't work with me, no. They worked somewhere 


else. 


But you had connections to them? 


Q Once a car had been stolen, what would be the process 
before you could sell the parts? 
A We'd take it apart, dismantle it. 
Q Would you take orders for stolen car parts at your 
business? 
Yes, we would. 
And how would you take orders for those cart parts? 
By the phone, phone calls. 


And typically, what were the brands of cars that you 
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most often dismantled and sold through that business? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Hondas or Nissans. 

Are those American cars or foreign cars? 

Foreign cars. 

Who, if anyone, was your partner in running Conduit? 
Vera Marino. 


For how many years had you known Vera by the time you 


opened up Conduit Auto Parts? 


A 
Q 


My whole life. 


And at the time you were running Conduit together, did 


you also have a romantic relationship? 


Yes. 
What was your role at Conduit Auto Parts? 
I ran the place. 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 


Exhibit 7. Do you recognize this? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

Who is it? 

Vincent Asaro. 

When was the first time you met Vincent Asaro? 
When I was a kid. Years and years ago. 


How old was he, approximately, when you met him when 


you were a kid? 


A 
Q 


It would be hard to say. Maybe 30. 


And what, if anything, do you remember about what you 
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would see him doing when you were growing up? 

Me, I always saw him playing ball. 

What kinds of ball? 

Paddle ball, handball. He was always playing ball. 
Did Vincent Asaro have any kids? 

I think one. 

What, if any, names of any kids of his do you remember? 
It may have been Jerry. 

Did he also have a daughter? 

Not that I could remember. 

Were his kids older or younger than you? 


I think they were younger. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


After you opened up Conduit Auto Parts, what, if 
anything, did Vincent Asaro say to you about having opened 
up that business? 
A How come I opened a place without coming to see him 
first. 
Q And what was your understanding of why he said that to 
you? 
A What was my understanding? That I guess I should have 
got permission from him. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Why don't you just lay a little 
foundation for that. 


BY MS. COOLEY: 
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You said you had known him your whole life, correct? 
A Yes. 
Q And were you aware of his reputation in the 
neighborhood? 
A Yes. 
Q And were you aware of whether he had any expectation 
with respect to you? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: Can you get at this another way? 
MS. COOLEY: Sure, your Honor. I'11 try another 
question. 


BY MS. COOLEY: 


Q So you said he came to you and asked you about your 


opening the business; is that right? 
Yes. 
And what was his attitude during that conversation? 
I don't recall. 
You said that you felt like he was surprised you hadn't 
gotten his permission, correct? 
A Pretty much. 
Q And did you feel that he was angry about that in that 
conversation? 
A I would think so, yes. 
Q And what, if any, relationship did you feel the 


defendant -- I'm sorry, Vinny Asaro had with your 
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neighborhood or with Ozone Park? 
A I missed that question. 

I'll rephrase the question. 

The neighborhood where you had the business 

originally, that was Ozone Park, correct? 
A Correct. 
Q What connection, if any, did you feel Vinny Asaro had 
to that neighborhood? 

That was kind of his area. 

What do you mean, it was his area? 

His neighborhood. 

What kind of authority did you feel he had in that 


neighborhood? 


A He's a tough guy. It was his area, his neighborhood. 


Q What do you mean by "tough guy"? 
A Like, a guy who controlled things around the 
neighborhood. 
Would you ever cross a tough guy? 
No. 
What's a wiseguy? 
Pretty much the same thing. 
Is a wiseguy affiliated with organized crime? 
Yes. 
Was Vinny Asaro a wiseguy? 


MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 


Lisa S. Schwam, RPR, RMR, CRR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N = 


N N N N N Na à a a a a a a eee 
an A O N > FD O © N OO OA Aà O N >œ 


GRALTO - DIRECT - COOLEY 


THE COURT: Lay a foundation. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 


Were you aware of wiseguys in Ozone Park? 


Q Did you interact with them as part of your chop shop 
business? 
A At a point. 


Q Was it necessary to be aware of their presence in your 


neighborhood in order to successfully operate your chop shop 


business? 
A 
Was Vinny Asaro a wiseguy? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: No. I'll permit it. 
THE WITNESS: I believe so. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Q What, if any, organized crime family was he affiliated 
with? 
A I'm not sure. 
Q Did there come a time when you started providing 
something to Vinny Asaro from your auto parts business? 
Yes. 
Was this after you had opened up Conduit Auto Parts? 
Yes. 


What did you provide to him? 
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Money. 
And where did that money come from? 
From money earned from Conduit Auto Parts. 
Why did you pay him that money? 
Sort of protection money to leave the place alone. 
And what, if any, concern did you have about your own 
physical well-being? 
That someone would hurt you. 
Who? 
Probably Vinny Asaro. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: Overruled. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Q What, if any, experience did you have with Vinny Asaro 
around this time involving a fence? 


A There was one point he drove his car through my fence. 


Q And why -- what were the circumstances surrounding that 


incident? 

A I believe I wouldn't pay him at that point in time or I 
couldn't pay him. 

Q Did he damage your fence by driving his car through it? 
A Yes: 

Q What, if any, interaction did you have around this time 
where the defendant got physical with you? 


A I ran into him at his place one time where he smacked 
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What was his place? 

It was a coffee shop he hung out at across the street 
his fence company. 

What street was that place on? 

It was on 101st Avenue. 

Also in Ozone Park? 

Yes. 

What did he say to you in that meeting? 

That when he was done with me, my mother wouldn't be 
to identify my body. 

This was after you had opened up Conduit Auto Parts? 


Yes, it is. 


Each time you paid Vinny Asaro, approximately how much 


money did you pay him? 

It was 2- to $400 a week. 

And did you do that for one week or multiple weeks? 
No. It came and gone. It was hit and miss. 

Did you that on more than one occasion? 

Yes. 

Multiple occasions? 

Pretty -- that would be fair to say. 


Where would you make these payments to Vinny Asaro? 
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Most likely most places would be at his place, coffee 
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The place on 101st Avenue? 
Yes, yes. 
Was there a name or that area where that coffee shop 


I called it "triangle." I don't know what anyone else 


What, if any, fence business were you aware of in that 


area? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


There was Astro Fence. I believe it was Astro. 

And who, if anyone, was associated with that business? 
I believe it was his. 

Vinny Asaro's? 

Yes. 


And who, if anyone, do you remember seeing around that 


business? 


Just Vinny or the redheaded kid. 
A redheaded kid? 
Yes. 


Now, were you always the one to make payments to Vinny 


Asaro or were there other people who did that for you on 


occasion? 


There was other people. 
Who was Anthony Cola? 
He worked for me. He was a driver. 


He worked for you at your auto parts business around 
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that time? 

Yes, yes. 

And who was Frankie? 

There was two Frankies. One Frankie was a worker, a 
driver. 

And what did he look like? 


Young boy, skinny. 


There was another Frankie. Vera's son-in-law. 


Q 
A 
Q And who was the other Frankie? 
A 
Q 


And among these people that you've mentioned, did any 
of those people make payments to Vinny for you? 
A Yes. 
Q And how would it work when one of the people working 
for you or with you made a payment to Vinny for you? 
A They would just drop the money off. 
Q Did Vinny ever get angry at Vera's son-in-law in 


connection with money? 


And why was that? 
I don't know. Some story that Frankie didn't bring him 
the money. 
Q Money from your business? 
A Yes. 
Q Did Vinny ever say anything to you about giving you 


business contacts? 
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A He said that he would have shops call me. 
Q And was that when you were paying him? 
A Yes. 
Q And did you ever get more business contacts as a result 
of Vinny's actions? 
A No. 
Q Did your business ever improve because of anything 
Vinny did? 

No. 

Why not? 

Just deteriorated. Never did anything. 

Did Vinny have any legitimate interest or partnership 
in your auto parts business? 
A No. 
Q So you said you paid Vinny protection money at that 
coffee shop on the triangle; is that correct? 

Yes. 

Did you ever spend more than a few minutes there? 


No. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q So fair to say you went in and out when you went there? 
A 
Q 


Apart from that store on 101st Avenue, what, if any, 
other locations did you associate with Vinny Asaro? 
A It was my place or one place one time at his pasta 


place he had. 
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What was his pasta place? 

I think it was "The Great Pasta." 
What kind of establishment was that? 
It was a restaurant. 

And generally, where was it located? 
It was in Hewlett. 

And you went there at least once? 
Once. Or I can only remember going once. 
Did you ever go there to eat? 

No. 

Why did you go there? 


To bring money. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


In the time between when you opened up Conduit Auto 
Parts and when you were arrested in February 1995, were 
there ever periods of time where you were not paying Vinny 
Asaro? 

Yes. 

And why were you not paying Vinny during those times? 
Business wasn't making money. 

And during one of those periods of time, how, if at 
were you injured? 

I got shot. 

What else happened to you besides getting shot? 

I got robbed. 


I'm showing you now what's in evidence as Government 
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Exhibit 91. 
Yes. 
Who is it? 
Ronny. 

Do you know 
No, 


I don't. Not to my 


Do you know if he had a 
"One Arm." 
Was Ronny a wiseguy? 


I think so. 
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And was he connected to 


different family? 


I don't think they were. 


You think they were not 


They were not. 


Do you recognize this? 


his last name? 


knowledge. 


nickname? 


the same family as Vinny Asaro 


the same family? 


Did Ronny and Vinny know each other, to your knowledge? 


I think they did. 
Were Ronny and Vinny on 
I don't think so. 
MS. MACEDONIO: 
BY MS. COOLEY: 


Objection. 


good terms with one another? 


Withdrawn. 


And how were you aware of that? 


A couple of quick conversations. 


With who? 


With Vinny. 
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Q What, if anything, do you remember him saying? 
A Something that Ronny -- why would I talk to Ronny or 
why would I have anything to do with Ronny or -- 
Q After you got shot and robbed, who, if anyone, did Vera 
go talk to about that? 

Ronny. 

What was Vera's relationship with Ronny? 

They were friends. 

What, if anything, did you get back after Vera went to 
speak with Ronny? 
A I got back some jewelry. 
Q Some of what was robbed from you? 

Yes. 


Q Now, after this whole incident, did there come a time 


when you started paying Vinny Asaro protection money again? 


A Yes. 
Q What, if anything, do you remember Vinny Asaro saying 
to you about the incident of you getting shot and robbed? 
A If I was with him that period of time, that would have 
never happened. 
Q Over the course of the time that you were paying Vinny, 
how, if at all, did you feel about that? 
A I missed that. 

Sorry, sorry. Bad question. 


Over the time that you were paying him, how did 
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you feel about paying money? 

Not happy. 

How, if at all, did you want that situation to change? 

As quickly as I could. 

What did Vinny say to you about what he expected from 
you even when your business was doing badly? 
A Money. 
Q Are you -- withdrawn. 

Were you off the hook from paying Vinny even when 

your business was struggling? 
A No. 
Q Did there come a time or times when you tried to stop 
making payments to Vinny? 
A Yes. 
Q Was there ever a time where you tried to do that by 
paying him bigger amount of money? 

Yes. 

How much money did you try to pay him? 

I believe it was $5,000. 

And was it your understanding that that money was 
supposed to go to him? 


A Yes. 


Q Did making that payment help you get out from under the 


situation? 


A No. 
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Q You mentioned earlier that you generally took orders 


for your chop shop business over the phone; is that right? 


A Yes. 
Q After you were arrested in February of 1995, did you 
learn that phone numbers associated with your chop shop 
business had been lawfully intercepted by wiretaps? 
A 
Q During the time that those wiretaps were active, did 
you know that you were being recorded? 
A Yes. 
Q In other words -- I'll ask a better question; I think 
that might have been confusing. 

At the time the wiretaps were up before you got 
arrested, did you know that your conversations were being 


recorded? 


Q And you mentioned before that you ended up pleading 
guilty in the state case to an enterprise corruption related 
charge; is that correct? 
A That's correct. 
Q Is that another way of saying that you were associated 
with a criminal enterprise in connection with your chop shop 
business? 
A Yes. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
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THE COURT: Overruled. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Q Did you end up serving any time in jail because of that 
case? 

Yes. 

Approximately, how much time? 

Three years. 

After you began cooperating with the District 
Attorney's Office in that case in the '90s, did you commit 
additional crimes while you were still cooperating with that 
office? 

A I believe one, yes. 

Q And what happened? 

A There was a car that a friend of mine had at his shop 
and I got the car, took the car. And he got the owner to 
report the car stolen. That's the only one that I could 
remember. 

So you had used that car? 

Yes. 


And you used it without permission? 


Were you intending to steal that car? 


No. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A Yes. 
Q 
A 
Q 


Did you plead guilty to anything in connection with 


that incident? 
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A Yes. 

Q Was it a charge along the lines of using the car 
without permission? 

Yes. 

What, if any, jail time did you receive for that? 
None. 

Mr. Gralto, have you done drugs in the past? 
Yes. 

What drugs? 

Cocaine. 

In the 1990s, were you doing cocaine regularly? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And what times of day did you typically do cocaine back 
then? 

A At night. 

Q How often would you go to work at your chop shop 
business during that time? 

Say that again. Repeat that. I'm sorry. 

Around that time, did you go to work every day? 
Yes. 

What time did you get into work? 

5:00, 6:00 in the morning. 

And when did you finish normally? 


Anywhere from 2:00 to 5:00. 


D > DOD >È D FF D > 


And you said you did drugs at night usually, correct? 
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Yes, yes. 
Are you sober now? 
Yes. 


What, if any charge relating to guns was brought 


against you in Nassau County in the 1990s? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I got arrested for having handguns in the house. 
Did you plead guilty to that? 

Yes. 

And did you get sentenced to a fine? 

Yes. 


And you've been arrested for stolen car part related 


crimes in the 1980s as well; is that correct? 


Yes. 
Are you aware of what happened to that case? 
I think it was dismissed. I think. 


Was there ever an association as part of your chop shop 


business when car insurance fraud was attempted? 


I think one time. 
And what did that involve? 
It was a car that we reported stolen. 


Do you remember what, if anything, was received after 


that? Was any money received after that by you? 


A 


I believe we got paid a check for that. I don't 


remember. I don't recall the amount. 


Q 


Mr. Gralto, how old are you today? I know you 
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mentioned this before. How old are you again? 
A 55. 

Do you have any children? 

Yes. 


Do you have any grandchildren? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 


MS. COOLEY: I have one last question, your Honor. 


THE COURT: Okay. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 


Q And how many years ago was it that you were involved in 


running Conduit Auto Parts? 
A 20-something years ago. 
MS. COOLEY: No further questions. 
CROSS- EXAMINATION 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q Good afternoon, Mr. Gralto. 
A Good afternoon. 
Q Or good morning. Good morning. 
You've testified you've been arrested several 
times in your life? 
A Yes. 
Q And you testified about the arrest about using a car 
without permission? 


A Yes. 
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Q And that arrest was after you had signed a cooperation 
agreement with the state authorities, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And as part of your cooperation agreement, you had 
promised not to commit any more crimes, correct? 

A Correct. 

Q And you went out and committed a crime? 

A At that time it wasn't committing a crime because the 
father knew I was taking the car and his son didn't. 

Q Okay. But you were arrested for that, right? 

A Yes. 


Q Did the state authorities rip up your cooperation 


agreement? 


MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sustained. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 


Did you still go forward and cooperate with the state? 


Q Now, you testified about running an illegal chop shop 
and I just want to go through that a little bit. 

Is it correct that someone would call you with a 
very specific order of a part? 
A Pretty much. 
Q And then you had these guys that worked for you and you 


would send them out and they'd steal the car? 


Lisa S. Schwam, RPR, RMR, CRR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N N Na à à a a a a: a a y M 
an A O N > TD O © N FDO OA Aà O N >œ 


GRALTO - CROSS - FERRONE 


Some. 
Some what? I'm sorry. 


Some parts would be stolen, yes. 


D > OD > 


Well, they would have to steal the entire car or would 


ct 

> 

(9) 
< 


just steal certain parts? 

They would steal the whole car. 

And they would deliver that car to you, correct? 
Correct. 

And then you would pay them for that stolen car? 
Correct. 

Did you pay them in cash? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Your chop shop was a fairly lucrative illegal business, 
correct? 

A It was okay. 

Q Do you remember testifying that during peak months you 
were making $15,000 a week? 

A I don't remember that. 

Q Do you remember making $15,000 a week during peak 
months of the chop shop? 

A No, I don't, honestly. 

MS. FERRONE: May I have one moment, your Honor? 
THE COURT: Yes. 

(Brief pause.) 


MS. FERRONE: Thank you, your Honor. 
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BY MS. FERRONE: 


These chop shops, they weren't under your name, right? 


No. 


They were under Vera's sister's name, right? 


They weren't under your girlfriend's sister's name? 


Not to my knowledge. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A No. 
Q 
A 
Q 


Do you remember testifying that they were under your 
girlfriend's sister's name? 
MS. COOLEY: Objection, your Honor. Can you 
clarify when testifying. 
THE COURT: Yes. 
MS. FERRONE: One moment, your Honor. 
(Brief pause. ) 
THE WITNESS: I never knew she had it. 
(Brief pause. ) 
MS. FERRONE: Thank you, your Honor. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q Did you have a dismantler's license for your illegal 
chop shops? 
No. 
Do you recall using a fake Social Security number? 
No. 
So is it fair to say that everything about your 


business was illegal, the chop shop? 
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Yes. 

And you testified that you did an insurance job on a 
right? 

Yes. 

Was that a Mercedes? 

Yes, I believe so. 

And you reported it stolen? 

Yes. 

And it wasn't really stolen? 


Correct. 


D > DOD >È D >È OD > 


In 1994, did you pay someone to burglarize another chop 
shop? 

No. 

Do you know who David Torres is? 


I think he was a guy that used to work with us. 


Do you remember that you paid him $50 to go burglarize 


a chop shop? 
A No. 

MS. COOLEY: Objection, your Honor. 

THE COURT: He just testified that he didn't. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q And do you recall being confronted with allegedly 
sending Mr. Torres to burglarize a chop shop? 
A Yes, I do, somewhat. 


And do you remember beating Mr. Torres with a 
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blackjack? 
A No. 
Q You talked about your business's decline on direct 
testimony, correct? 
A Correct. 
Q Do you remember testifying that your business 
deteriorated because of your drug use? 
A That was part of it, yes. 
Q And during the period of your testimony in the 1990s, 
you were doing a lot of cocaine, correct? 
A Correct. 
Q Sometimes as much as a hundred dollars cocaine in one 
day? 

Probably. 

You testified about being shot in 1994, correct? 

Yes. 

You were actually robbed and shot by several 
individuals that you did business with, correct? 

Correct. 

Martin Bosshart? 


Correct. 


Correct. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Darrin Sirota? 
A 
Q 


And those were guys that worked with Ronny Trucchio, 


right? 
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A I don't know who they worked with. They worked around 
me. I never -- they worked around everybody, but, yes, the 
point you're getting at is yes. 

Q It had nothing to do with Vincent Asaro, correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And you're aware of these individuals' status in 
organized crime, the individuals who robbed and shot you, 
correct? 

A No, I wasn't. 

Q Well, you testified that after this incident Vera made 
contact with Ronald Trucchio, right? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you remember that Ronald Trucchio was associated 


with the Gambino family? 


A I don't know what family he was with. I'm not sure. 


Q Well, do you remember paying protection money to 
Mr. Trucchio? 
A I never did, to my knowledge, ever. 


MS. FERRONE: I'm going to need a moment, your 


(Brief pause. ) 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q Do you remember testifying that you paid protection 
money to Ronald Trucchio? 


A I don't. I may have. I don't remember it, no. 
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Q You testified on direct examination about your 
cooperation agreement in the state case, correct? 

Yes. 

And you were facing three to nine years in prison? 

Yes. 

And your cooperation agreement actually provided that 
your sentencing was on hold until you were able to testify 
and provide assistance to the government, correct? 

MS. COOLEY: Objection. 

THE WITNESS: I don't recall. 

MS. FERRONE: I'11 withdraw, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q After you pled guilty in the state case, you were 
released on bail? 


A I believe so. 


Q So you grew up in Ozone Park. You've been around there 


your whole life, right? 

Yes. 

You're familiar with the neighborhood? 

Yes. 

And you opened up an illegal business in that 
neighborhood? 


A 


And for that entire period of time, you were running an 
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illegal shop in a neighborhood you were fully aware of, 
correct? 


A Pretty much. 


Q And everything you did during that period of time was 


illegal? 
Pretty much. 
And you used drugs during that time? 
Yes. 
And you eventually moved the chop shop out of Ozone 


Park onto Long Island? 


And you continued to do illegal activities? 


MS. FERRONE: I have nothing further, your Honor. 
MS. COOLEY: No redirect, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Thank you very much. You're excused. 
THE WITNESS: Have a good day. Thank you. 
(Witness exits the courtroom.) 


MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, can we take a short 


THE COURT: Yes. How long? 

MS. COOLEY: I think just five minutes. 

THE COURT: Five minutes? 

MS. COOLEY: Unless the Court wants to take a 


longer morning break at this point. 
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THE COURT: Ten minutes. 


(Jurors exit the courtroom.) 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, can we approach for a 


THE COURT: Yes. 
(Sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: I wanted to raise two tissues. 
First, when the jury comes back, I meant to offer the John 
Zaffarano immunity order as an exhibit. I'm not going to 
read it now, but I want to put -- 

THE COURT: That's fine. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: And the second thing is -- and I 
noted this for Ms. Macedonio -- I didn't want to bring it to 
anyone's attention in front of the jury. I think if someone 
is going to cross-examine the witness, they should be making 
the objections. I understand the one-off case like maybe 
you jump up. 

THE COURT: That should happen. 

MS. MACEDONIO: That goes both ways. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I never said objection. 


(Recess taken. ) 


(End sidebar conference. ) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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THE COURT: We're ready now? 

MS. MACEDONIO: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Dennis, we can get the jury. 

Do you want us to bring the witness in first? 

MS. COOLEY: Yes, I'm sorry. Yes, Judge. 

(Witness enters the courtroom.) 

(Brief pause.) 

(Jurors enter the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Please be seated. 

MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, the government calls 
Anthony Ruggiano, Jr. 

THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please stand and raise your 
right hand. 


ANTHONY RUGGIANO, 
called as a witness, having been duly 


sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 


THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please state and spell your 
name for the record. 


THE WITNESS: Anthony Ruggiano, Jr.; A-n-t-h-o-n-y 


R-U-g-g-i-a-n-o. 


THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: Please have a seat. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
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Mr. Ruggiano, over the course of your life, were you 


associated with organized crime? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

Were you associated with the Mafia? 
Yes. 

What family? 

The Gambino family. 


At what age did you become associated with the Gambino 


crime family? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


16. 

And approximately, what year was that? 
1969. 

How old are you now? 

62. 

What year were you born in? 

1953. 


What was the highest position you held in the Gambino 


crime family? 


I was an associate. 
Are you still an associate of the Gambino family today? 
No. 


When did you stop being an associate of the Gambino 


family? 


A 
Q 


When I began cooperating with the government. 


And approximately, what year was that? 
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A 2006. 

Q Did you previously enter into a cooperation agreement 
with the government? 

A Yes. 

Q And pursuant to that cooperation agreement, did you 
plead guilty to any federal crimes? 

Yes. 

What types of federal crimes did you plead guilty to? 
Murder and gambling. 

Was that part of a racketeering charge? 

Yes. 

Did you plead guilty to those crimes here in Brooklyn? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Did you commit those crimes with other members and 
associates of the Gambino crime family? 

A Yes. 

Q Looking around the courtroom, do you see anyone who was 
also associated with organized crime? 

A Yes. 

Q Who do you see? 

A Vinny. 

Q What's his last name? 

A Asaro. 

Q Please identify him by where he's sitting and an item 


of clothing he's wearing. 
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A Sitting right there with a sweater on and a collared 
shirt and glasses. 
THE COURT: Indicating the defendant. 
THE WITNESS: Right there (indicating). 
THE COURT: That's fine. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 7. Do you recognize that? 
Yes. 
Who is that? 
Vinny Asaro. 
Before today, when was the last time you saw the 
defendant? 
Sometime in 2006. 
Mr. Ruggiano, where did you grow up? 
Ozone Park. 
Is that in Queens? 


Yes. 


East New York, Brooklyn. 
When did you move to Ozone Park? 
When I was about five years old. 


For how long did you live there? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q Where were your parents from? 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


I lived there until 2004, and then I moved out to 


Commack. 
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And is that on Long Island? 

Yes. 

Do you have children? 

Yes. 

How many? 

Two. 

How far did you go in school? 

I received a GED. 

When did you get your GED? 

In 1991 or '02. 

Where were you when you got your GED? 

I was in prison. 

Have you heard the term "La Cosa Nostra"? 
Yes. 

What does it mean? 

"Our thing." 

What does it refer to? 

The Mafia. 

Is the Gambino crime family part of La Costa Nostra? 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What other families in New York City are part of La 
Nostra? 
Lucchese, the Gambinos, the Genoveses, the Colombos, 
the Bonannos. 


Q What's another name for the Genovese family? 
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The West Side. 


You testified a moment ago that the defendant was 


affiliated with organized crime; is that right? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

What crime family? 

The Bonanno family. 

Is he an inducted member of that family? 
Yes. 


What is the highest position in the Bonanno crime 


family that you knew the defendant to hold? 


A 


= D 
ads 
ct 
Dy 
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Captain. 

In organized crime, is there a rule about cooperating 
law enforcement? 

Yes. 

What's the rule? 

You're not supposed to do it. 

And what's the penalty for violating that rule? 
Death. 

When did you first learn that the Mafia existed? 
When I was about 13 or 14. 

And how did you begin to learn about it at that age? 


Through people that were coming into my house to visit 


my father and through the guys in the neighborhood. 


Q 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 


Exhibit 78. Do you recognize that? 
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A Yes. 
Q Who is it? 
A It's me. 
Q What, if any, affiliation did your father have with 
organized crime? 
A My father was a soldier in the Gambino family. 
Q What was your father's full name? 
A Anthony Ruggiano. 
Q What, if any, nickname did he have? 
A "Fat Andy." 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 79. Do you recognize that? 
Yes. 
Who is it? 


It's my father. 


He was fat. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q How did your father get the nickname "Fat Andy"? 
A 
Q 


Over the years, did your father tell you about the 
Mafia? 
A Yes, he did. 

What kind of information did he tell you? 

He told me who was who and things some people did. Who 
belonged to what families. 
Q What kind of things people did? 


A Who was a bookmaker. Who was number runners. Who 
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killed people. 
Q What, if anything, did he tell you about the crimes he 
committed? 
A Oh, he told me about some murders he committed. He 
told me about, you know, sports offices he had. Number 
spots. Wire rooms. 
Q Sports offices, like gambling -- illegal gambling? 
A Yes. 
Q When he talked about murder with you, murders he 
committed, what was his attitude about it? 

He was proud of it. 

Did he describe the murders to you in detail? 

Yes, he did. 

Approximately, how old were you when you had these 
conversations with him? 
A Those started around when I was 19 or 20. 
Q What was your understanding of why your father told you 
these things? 

He was schooling me. 

Schooling you in what? 


To become a wiseguy. 


A soldier, goodfella. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q What's a wiseguy? 
A 
Q 


And are those other terms for being an inducted member 


of a crime family? 
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A Yes. 
Q Are you familiar with the rules of organized crime? 
A Yes. 
Q What are the requirements for being inducted into a 
crime family? 
A You had to commit a murder or be a big earner, money 
earner. 
Q And you said a money earner. So someone who earns 
money? 
A Uh-huh. 
Q What are some of the rules of what you were supposed to 
do in organized crime? 
A You were -- to do what? I don't understand. 
Q You mentioned before that you are supposed to earn, 
right, that's one way of becoming inducted? 

To kick up money, to earn money for the family. 


And what does "kick up" mean? 


And what does putting something on record mean? 


A 
Q 
A To give money to your superiors. 
Q 
A 


To make it official; to put people on record, to put 
businesses on record that they belong to a certain crew, a 
certain family. So people, you know, respect it. 

Q Are these rules of organized crime broken by members 
and associates of the Mafia? 


A Yeah. 
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Q Often? 
A Often enough. 
Q What are some of the rules of what not to do in 
organized crime? 
A Not to be a pimp. Not to go with other guy's wives. 
Not to sell drugs. 
Q Not cooperate with law enforcement? 
A Not to cooperate with law enforcement, of course. 
Q Now, how, if at all, did your parents know the 
defendant, Vincent Asaro? 
A Well, my father was friends with his grandfather and 
his father and my mother I believe went to school with his 
sister. 
Q How did your father know the defendant's father? 
A They were both wiseguys. 
Q What was the defendant's father's name, if you 
remember? 

Jerry, I think. 

Does the defendant have a son? 


Yes. 


Jerry. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q What's his name? 
A 
Q 


You mentioned that the defendant's father was a 
wiseguy, right? 


A Yes. 
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What crime family was he affiliated with? 
The Bonannos. 


And to your knowledge, what was the highest position he 


held in the Bonanno family? 


Soldier. 
How did you know all this? 
My father told me. 


What, if anything, did you and your father discuss 


about the defendant and his relatives being in organized 


crime? 


A 
Q 


That Vinny was a third-generation wiseguy. 


What was your father's attitude when he said that about 


the defendant being a third-generation wiseguy? 


A 
Q 
A 


He thought it was a great thing. 
How, if at all, did that apply to you and him? 


Well, because eventually I would have became second 


generation. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


If you'd been inducted? 

Yes. 

Was being inducted what you wanted? 
Yes. 


How would you describe your father's relationship with 


the defendant? 


A 


Very good. 


Who else in your family besides your father, Fat Andy, 
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had a close relationship with the defendant? 


He was friends with my Uncle Junior. 


What was your Uncle Junior's last name? 


Guerrera. 


When did you first start interacting with the 


defendant? 


Oh, when I was a teenager. 


In what decade was that? 


The '60s. 


Uh-huh. 


Approximately, how much older than you was the 


defendant? 


A Well, he was around my mother's age, I think. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And you said you were a teenager then? 
A 
Q 


little younger than her. 


Q And how much older than you was your mother? 


A 19 years older than me. 


Q Generally speaking, where did you see the defendant 


around at this time? 


A I would see him in Ozone Park. 


father's bar. 


Would you ever see him at any establishments outdoors? 


I would see him by my friend Ronny's house. 


I would see him at the racetrack. 


Where was that located? 


In Ozone Park on Rockaway Boulevard. 
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What, if anything, did you see the defendant do at the 


racetrack? 


went 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Bet horses. 

How often was he there betting horses? 

Mostly every time I went there I would see him if I 
into the clubhouse. 

Whose house did you see the defendant at in the 1960s? 
My friend Ronny's Ceschini's house. 

How often did you see the defendant there? 

Once in a while. 

And you said you had a friend, Ronny Ceschini? 

Yes. 


Who, if anyone, was the defendant close to in the 


Ceschini family? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


He was close to Ronny's two brothers. 

And were those two brothers older than Ronny? 
Yes. 

Were you closer in age to Ronny? 

Yes. 


Can you remember any names of the Ceschini brothers 


besides Ronny? 


A 


I think one was named Lawrence and Frank. I don't 


remember his brother's names. I really didn't know them 


wel] 


Q 


And where was that house located? 
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A It was located on Woodhaven Boulevard in Ozone Park. 
Q Do you remember anything about what that house was 
like? 
A It was a brick house with a big bay window. 
MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, can I show a few exhibits 
just to the witness? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Q I'm going to show you a few exhibits and at the end of 
showing them to you, I'm going to ask you if you recognize 
them. 
I'm showing you first what's been marked as 
Government Exhibit 101-A. Next, Government Exhibit 101-B. 
A Okay. 
Q This is Government Exhibit 101-C. This is 101-D. This 
is 101-E. This is 101-F. This is 101-G. 
Do you recognize these exhibits? 
Yes. 
What are they? 


Those are pictures I turned over to the FBI. 


So they are your photographs? 


Yes. 
MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, I move to admit 
Government Exhibits 101-A through G. 
MS. MACEDONIO: No objection. 
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THE COURT: Admitted. 


(Government Exhibits 101-A through G received in 


evidence.) 


MS. COOLEY: May I publish? Yes. 
(Publishing. ) 


BY MS. COOLEY: 


Q 


Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 


101-G. 


Who, if anyone, do you recognize in these 


photographs? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Everybody. 

Who is in the photograph? 

Sal Pecchio, Louis Pierno, Ronny Ceschini and myself. 
So this is who on the left? 

Sal Pecchio. 

Who is this behind in the blue? 

Ronny Ceschini. 

Who is in the right and front? 

Louie Pierno. 

And who is on the right side? 

Myself. 

Who is Sal Pecchio? 

He was an associate of the Gambino family. 
And who is this again? 


Louis Pierno. 
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Who is Louis Pierno? 
He was an associate of the Gambino family. 


Approximately, when was this photograph taken? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


That was taken either the very end of 2004 or the 
beginning of 2005. 
Q Were you on any kind of parole or supervised release at 
the time of this photograph? 
A Yes. I was on three years supervised release. 
Q And what, if anything, were you not supposed to be 
doing that's pictured here? 
Associating with Sal and Louie. 
Why were you not supposed to be associating with them? 
Because they were on my restricted list and they 
were -- they had felony convictions. Sal was my 
codefendant. 
Q And what was your restricted list? 
A It was a list of names of organized crime associates 
and members that I couldn't socialize with. 
Q And you mentioned this is Ronny Ceschini in the blue, 
correct? 
A Yes. 
Q And that's the one you testified about a few moments 
ago? 
A 


For how long did Ronny Ceschini's family live in that 
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house on Woodhaven Boulevard or near Woodhaven Boulevard? 

Probably into the '80s. Very long time. 

Who first introduced you to the defendant? 

My family, my father. 

What was your understanding of why your father 
introduced you to people associated with organized crime? 
A Well, when I started hanging out in the neighborhood 
when I was a kid, he would introduce me to people so they 
would know I was his son and they would look out for me and 
not, you know, do anything to me. 

Q You mentioned a few moments ago the defendant's son 
Jerry; is that right? 

Yes. 

How did you know Jerry? 

From the neighborhood. 

Which neighborhood? 

Ozone Park, Tutor Village. 

Were you and Jerry around the same age? 


I think he's younger than me. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 6. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. Jerry. 

Who is it? Jerry? 

Jerry Asaro. 


What affiliation with organized crime, if any, did 
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Jerry Asaro have? 
A He was a soldier in the Bonanno family. 
Q And when were you aware that he was a soldier in the 
Bonanno family? Around what time were you aware of that? 
A 2004. 
Q You testified a moment ago that you became an associate 
of the Gambino family when you were about 16 years old, 
right? 
A Yes. 
Q How did you become an associate of the Gambino family 
at that time? 
A I went to work for my father. 
Q Why did you decide to work for your father in organized 
crime? 
A Because I was suspended from school. And I told him I 
wanted to go to work for him. 
Q And in your mind, what did going to work for him 
actually mean? What was that going to involve? 

Criminal activity. 

Was your father okay with you doing that? 


Not at first, no. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Did he become okay with it? 
A 
Q 


Who did you report to once you became an associate of 


the Gambino family? 
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My father and his partner. 

Who was his partner? 

Tony Lee. 

What was Tony Lee's full name? 
Anthony Guerrieri. 


What does it mean to be partners with someone in 


organized crime? 


A 


They were partners. Whatever they did together, they 


split the money. Any kind of illegal business or legitimate 


businesses, they split all the profits. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Were they also close friends? 

Best friends, yes. 

What religion are you? 

Catholic. 

Where were you confirmed? 

Nativity. 

What neighborhood? 

Ozone Park. 

You said Tony Lee was your sponsor? 
Yes. 

For confirmation? 

Yes. 

Who chose Tony Lee as your sponsor? 
My father. 


What was your understanding of why your father chose 
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Tony Lee as your sponsor? 


A Because Tony Lee was his best friend and his partner 


and he was a wiseguy. 

Q And so at this time, they were both committing crimes 
as members of the Mafia? 

A Yeah. 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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I'm showing you what's in his evidence as Government 


Exhibit 47. Do you recognize this? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

Who is that? 

That's Tony Lee. 

What was Tony Lee's affiliation with the mafia? 
He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 


Exhibit 101-E. Do you recognize this? 


What's pictured here? 


That's a picture of the day I made Confirmation. Tony 


Lee sponsored me. That was in the photographer's studio. 


> ODO F DF F OD YF D 


Who is this on the left? 

That's me. 

About how old were you in these photos? 
13. 

And who is this on the right? 

Tony Lee. 

What religion are you? 

Catholic. 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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Q How would you describe Tony Lee's relationship with 
Vinny Asaro in the '60s through the '80s? 
A Good. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sustained. 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Were you aware of whether Tony Lee knew the defendant? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q Did you ever see them together? 
A 
Q 


And how would you describe their relationship in 
approximately the '60s through the '80s? 
A Good. 
Q In those decades, where did you see your father and 
Tony Lee spend time with the defendant? 
A He would come see him at his club, Cafe Liberty. At 
the bar they had, Boldocks. If they went to the racetrack, 
we would run into the racetrack. 

You said there was a club called Cafe Liberty, right? 

Yes. 

Whose club was that? 

At that time, it was my father's and Tony Lee's. 

And it was their club in the '70s? 

Yes. 


And also the '80s? 
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A Yes. 

Q And what do you mean by "club"? What kind of 
establishment was this? 

A It was a social club. 

Q What was Cafe Liberty located? 

A It was on Liberty Avenue between 84th Street and 85th 
Street. 

You also mentioned your father's bar; is that right? 
One of his bars, yeah. 

You saw the defendant there? 

Yeah. 

Around what time? 

In the '70s. 

What was the name of that bar? 


Boldocks. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And turning back to Cafe Liberty for a moment. Who, 
anyone, took over that social club when Tony Lee died? 

"Skinny Dom" took it over. 

What's Skinny Dom's full name? 

Dominic Pizzonia. 

What, if any, affiliation with organized crime did 
Skinny Dom have? 


A He was a captain in the Gambino family. 


if 


Q So you mentioned you saw the defendant at your father's 


bar Boldocks? 
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Yeah. 

Where was that located? 

That was in City Line. 

And where in City Line? What borough is that? 


It's in Brooklyn. 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 


BY MS. COOLEY: 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
Do you recognize this exhibit? 

Yes. 

Do you remember this person's name sitting here today? 

I don't remember his name. 

Did you used to know his name? 

Yes. 

And who do you remember him to be? 

He was a guy from the neighborhood, a knockaround guy 

the neighborhood. 

From Ozone Park? 

Yeah. 

What do you mean by a "knockaround guy"? 

You know, like one of us, like a street guy. 


Did you understand him to be affiliated with organized 


crime? 


70s? 


A 


Yes. 
And in what decades do you remember seeing him? 
I saw him in the ‘70s. 


Do you remember where, if anywhere, you saw him in the 


I would see him in bars, I would see him in afterhours 


clubs. 
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Q When you first became associated with the Gambino 
family, who else reported to your father and Tony Lee 
besides you? 
A Nicky Corozzo, JoJo Corozzo, Lenny DeMaria, Michael 
Napolitano, Mikey Gal, Blaise Corozzo, a lot of people. 
Q And at the time when you became an associate, were 
these people also associates of the Gambino family? 

At that time, yes. 

And did you mention Lenny DeMaria? 

Yes. 

What was the highest position you knew Lenny DeMaria to 
hold in organized crime? 


A Captain in the Gambino family. 


Q I'm now showing you what's in evidence as Government 


Exhibit 25. Do you recognize this exhibit? 

Yes. 

Who is it? 

Nicky Corozzo. 

Did you mention him as one of the people who was around 
your father and Tony Lee when you became associated with the 
Gambino family? 

A Yes. 
Q And what was the highest position he came to hold in 
the Gambino family? 


A He was on the panel of the Gambino family, the ruling 
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panel. 
Q What's the "ruling panel"? 
A They were like the bosses of the family, they ran the 
family. 
Q I'm now showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 26. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Who is it? 

JoJo Corozzo. 

And what, if any, relation did JoJo Corozzo have to 
Nicky Corozzo? 


A They were brothers. 


Q Was he also somebody who was reporting to your father 


and Tony Lee when you became associated with the family? 
A Yes. 

Q What was the highest position in the family you knew 
him to hold? 

A Consigliere. 


What's "consigliere"? 


Like, the third in line. He was the mediator, kept the 


For the whole Gambino family? 
Yes. 
Who was Blaise Corozzo? 


He was Nicky and JoJo's kid brother. 
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Q And what, if any, affiliation with organized crime did 
he have? 

A He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 

Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 91. Do you recognize this? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

Ronny One Arm. 

Do you know his full name? 

Ronald Trucchio. 

Who was Ronald Trucchio? 


He's a captain of the Gambino family. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Was he also one of the people you mentioned as 
reporting to your father and Tony Lee? 

A He did at that time, yes. 

Q And you said his nickname was Ronny One Arm? 

A Yes. 

Q To your knowledge, how did he get that nickname? 
A He had a short arm. 

Q And what was the highest position you knew him to hold 
in the Gambino family? 

A Captain. 

Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 85. Do you recognize that? 

A Yes. 
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Q Who is that? 

A Johnny Beano. 

Q And what, if any, affiliation with organized crime did 
he have? 

A He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 

Q Is that the highest position you knew him to hold in 
the family? 

A 

Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 48. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Who is it? 

Mikey Gal. 

You said Mikey Gal? 

Yes. 

What was his full name? 

Michael Guerrieri. 

And how, if at all, was he related to Tony Lee? 

They were brothers. 

Was he affiliated with organized crime? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What was the highest position you knew him to hold in 
the Gambino family? 
A He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 


Q Were you aware of whether he knew the defendant? 
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Yes. 
Did you ever see them together? 
Yes. 


Did you see them in the decades the 1960s through the 


1980s at any time? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


In that time span, how would you describe Mikey Gal's 


relationship with the defendant? 


A 
Q 


Good. 


Where did you see them spend time together in that time 


frame? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


At the Aqueduct Racetrack, in the club. 
What club? 

Cafe Liberty, Bergen Hunt & Fish Club. 
What was the Bergen Hunt & Fish Club? 

It was a social club on 101st Avenue. 

And whose social club was it in the '70s? 
It was Charlie's and John Gotti's. 

What about in the '80s? 

John Gotti's. 

And who is the Charlie that you mention? 
Charlie Wagner, Charlie Fatico. 

Who was he? 

Who was he? He was a captain in the Gambino family. 


And who is John Gotti? 
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He was the boss of the Gambino family. 
At that time in the '80s? 


No, he was a soldier, then a captain. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 101-F. What is this exhibit? 

Those are pictures I took over to the FBI. 

And are they in a photo album of some kind? 

They were in a photo album, yes. 

And did you provide these photographs as part of your 
cooperation with the Government? 

Yes. 

And, generally, what are these photographs from? 

I believe they were from weddings. 

So, starting with the photograph in the top left 
corner, who's in this photograph? 
A Joe Pizzone, I forgot the guy's name standing behind 
him, my father, Aniel, Mike Tally, Tony Lee, Charlie West, 
and Mike D. 
Q And who's this, Joe Pizzone, you said? 
A Yes. 
Q And what, if any, affiliation with organized crime 
defense? 
A He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 
Q Of the people you recognize in this photo, what 


affiliation with organized crime did they have, generally? 
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Which family? 
They were all in the Gambino family. 
And what, if any, crimes did Joe Pizzone commit with 
father? 
They committed a murder together. 
How did you know about that? 


My father told me. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And this is your father, you said? 
A 
Q 


And to the right of your father in the middle photo, 
who is that? 
A Aneil Dellacroce. 
Q What was the highest position he held in the Gambino 
family? 
A He was the underboss of the Gambino family. 
Q What's the "underboss"? 
A Well, there's the boss, then the underboss. He's 
second in command. 
Q To the right of him, who's that? 
A That's Mike Tally. 
Q What was the highest position you knew him to hold in 
the Gambino family? 
A He was a captain. 
Q And who is to the right of him in this photo? 


A Tony Lee. 
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Q And you mentioned that Tony Lee and your father were 
soldiers in the Gambino family; is that correct? 

Yes. 

Who did they report to at this time? 

Mike Tally. 

And where is he in the photo? 

He's between Aneil and Tony Lee. 

Right here where I'm pointing? 


Yes. 
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And turning to the photo below this, who do you 
recognize in that photograph? 

A Lenny DeMaria, my father, my mother, Tony Lee, and Tony 
Lee's wife Helen. 

So, the person farthest to the left? 

Lenny DeMaria. 

Is that your father to the right of him? 

Yes. 

In what decade were these photos taken, approximately? 
The ‘70s. 

And underneath that photo, who's in that photograph? 
My father, Aneil, Mike Tally, and Tony Lee. 

And can you see a chain here? 


Yes. 


Do you Know where that chain came from? 
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Do I Know where it came from? It might have came from 
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the gold store, I don't remember. 


Q 


MS. FERRONE: Objection. 
THE COURT: Do not speculate. 
THE WITNESS: Okay. 


Turning to the photo in the top right corner, who's 


pictured there? 


A 
Q 


Lenny DeMaria, my father, and my mother. 


And then the bottom right photograph, who's in that 


photo. 


A 


Lee; 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Freddy Hot, Freddy DeConguilio; my father; JoJo; Tony 
and Lenny DeMaria. 

You said the guy farthest to the left is Freddy Hot? 
Yes. 

What was his full name? 

Freddy DiCoguilio. 


What, if any, affiliation with organized crime did he 


have? 


He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 
You said the guy in the middle of the photo is JoJo? 
Yes. 


Is that the JoJo Corozzo you testified about a moment 


Then Tony Lee and Lenny DeMaria are on the right? 
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Q I'm showing you now what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 101-D. Were you out on the street when this photo 
was taken or were you in the prison? 

A I was in prison. 

Q Who do you recognize in this photo? 

A Everybody. 

Q Who are they from left to right? 

A That's Nunzi, Michael Napolitano, Mikey Gal, myself, 
and Sanduch. 

Q Who was Nunzi? 

He's a soldier in the Gambino family. 


And who's Sanduch on the right? 


He's an associate of the Gambino family. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And why were they there in this phot with you? 

MS. FERRONE: Objection. 

THE COURT: Just ask it differently. 
Q And you said this was taken while you were in prison; 
correct? 

Yes. 

And they were there for what purpose? 

To visit me. 

Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
67-A, do you recognize him? 
A 


Who is that? 
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A Sal Polisi. 
Q And what affiliation with organized crime did Sal 
Polisi? 
A Associate of the Colombo family. 
Q And what, if any, establishment or business did you 
know him to be associated with? 
A Well, he had a club and he had a gold store. 
Where was the club? 
On 87th Street and Atlantic Avenue. 
Were you aware of the nature of crimes that he 
committed, if any? 
Sal? 
Uh-huh. 
Yeah. 
What kind of crimes did he commit? 
He was a thief, a drug dealer. 
Who was Bobby Glasses? 


He's a soldier in the Gambino family. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Now, what kind of crimes did you begin to commit when 

you became associated with the Gambino family? 

A When I was a kid, I worked in crap games and blackjack 
games, I wrote numbers, I booked sports, I shylocked money, 
I sold swag, I committed a murder. 

Q What's "numbers"? 


A Policy, like the lottery. 
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Q And how does it work? 
A Every day in The Daily News, the results of the 
racetrack come out, and on the bottom of the results it has 
the total mutual handle, the money handled, during the 
course of the nine races, and the last three numbers was the 
Brooklyn number, they used to call it. 
Q What's "swag"? 
A Stolen property. 
Q So, you said that you were selling swag as an associate 
of the Gambino family? 

Yes. 

And where did that swag come off of, to your knowledge? 


Came off of some trucks. 


Did you mention shylocking as one of the things you 


doing criminally? 

Yes. 

What's shylocking? 

Loaning money out for exorbitant rates. 

And were all of these crimes profitable for the mafia? 
Yes. 

How did all of the crime families in La Cosa Nostra 
together to make money? 

My father used to go partners with a few families in 
games. 


How were they partners together in those crap games? 
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How would that work? 

A They would either put up the bank and all have points 
and then the other families would have members working in 
the game, like, writing numbers, shylocking money. Each 
family had a little piece of the operation. 

Q Did you ever work at a crap game where that happened, 
where multiple crime families were involved and profiting 


from it? 


Where was that located? 
The first one was located in the Bronx on Gun Hill 
Road. 


Did your father make money from it? 


Q How, if at all, did making money from that game help 


your father's status in the Gambino family? 


A He was well liked. You know, he was making people earn 


money. 
Were you ever introduced to John Gotti? 


Yes. 


The first time? 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q What happened when you were introduced to him? 
A 
Q 
A 


I was about 13 or 14 and my father took me to the club, 


to the Bergen Hunt & Fish Club. 
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Q And where was that located again? 
A 101st Avenue in Ozone Park. 
Q Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
44, do you recognize him? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

John Gotti. 

What was his status in organized crime when you first 
met him? 

He was an associate. 

In the Gambino family? 

Yes. 

And you said he later became boss of the family; 
correct? 

Yes. 

And who introduced you to him? 

My father. 

What members or associates of the Gambino family did 
you meet at the Bergen Hunt & Fish Club? 


A I met John, I met Angelo Quack Quack, I meant Genie 


Gotti, I met Tony Roach, Johnny Carneglia, Charlie 


Carneglia. 
Q Who is Genie Gotti? 
A John's brother. 


Q Did they have another brother? 
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A Pete. I met Pete there also, yes. 
Q What was the highest position in organized crime that 
Genie Gotti held? 

Captain. 

What about Pete? 


Boss. 


Angelo Ruggiero. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q What was Angelo Quack Quack's full name? 
A 
Q 


What was the highest position he held in Gambino 
family? 
A Captain. 
Q Did you ever see members of other crime families at the 
Bergen Hunt & Fish Club? 

Yeah. 

What other families? 

The Luccheses, the Bonannos, the Colombos. 

What associates or members of the Bonanno family do you 
remember seeing at the club? 

Joe Massino, Vinny. 

Vinny the defendant? 

Yes. 

What, if anything, did you see the defendant do at 
Bergen Hunt & Fish Club? 
A Hang out, talk. 


Did he participate in any activities there? 
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A I believe he played cards there once in a while. They 
had a continental game. 
Q Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
59, do you recognize him? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

Joe Massino. 

And you said he was affiliated with the Bonanno crime 
family? 

Yes. 

Did you know him in the late 1970s and early 1980s? 

Yes. 

Around that time, what position in the Bonanno family 
did he have? 
A Captain. 
Q And what was the highest position he held in the 
Bonanno family? 

Boss. 


And was he involved in running a craps game? 


Who else had a piece of that crap game? 


A 
Q 
A He had a piece of the crap game. 
Q 
A 


My father, Tony Lee, Genie Gotti, Johnny Gotti, Angelo, 
Willie Boy Johnson. 
Q So, members of a few different organized crime 


families? 
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What did it mean to have points in a game like that. 

Well, that's how they put up the bankroll to bank the 
game, everybody bought points. Each point cost a certain 
amount of money. 
Q Does that mean they each got a percentage of the 
earnings from that game? 

Yes. 


What was your father's reputation in Ozone Park? 


How did you use that to your advantage? 


A 
Q 
A Feared. He was feared, respected. 
Q 
A 


Well, people left me alone. I used to go in and out of 
bars, nobody bothered me. 
Q Where would you hang out once you became associated 
with the Gambino family? 
A I would hang out with my father in East New York and I 
would hang out in Ozone Park. 
What was the Ravenite. 
Ravenite was a club on Mulberry Street. 
A social club? 
Yes. 
Around what crime family. 
The Gambino family. 


So, that's in Manhattan? 
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Yes. 
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D 


Whose social club was the Ravenite when you went to 


out there? 


> 

o 

3 
Q 


When I was a kid? 

Uh-huh? 

It was Aneil's. 

What was his last name again? 

Dellacroce. 

And you testified about him a few minutes ago; right? 


Yes. 


D > > >È D >È > > 


And Cafe Liberty, your father and Tony Lee's club 
around that time, it was open in the late '70s and early 
1980s; correct? 

It was open in the '70s and '80s, yes. 

What was Don Pep's? 

It was an Italian restaurant. 

Where was that located? 

On Lefferts Boulevard. 

For how long was it open, to your knowledge? 


My whole life. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Did members and associates of organized crime hang out 
there? 

Yes. 

From what crime families? 

All the crime families. 


And what crime family owned it specifically? 
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The Genovese family. 

Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 

do you recognize that exhibit? 

Yes. 

And what do you recognize in that photograph? 

The store on the corner, I think that used to be a 
bakery. And the social club next to it. 

This store on the corner to the right? 

Yes. 


What was the name of that bakery? 


What neighborhood was this block in? 


That was in City Line. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A Ariello's, I believe. 
Q 
A 
Q 


And the social club was on this block where I'm 
pointing to the left? 
I believe so, yes, or on the next block over. 
To the left of the photo? 
Yeah, to my left. 
Did you ever go to that social club? 
Yeah. 
In what decade? 
The '70s, the '80s. 
Who else from your family went there around that time? 


My father. 
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And do you remember seeing anyone affiliated with 
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organized crime there besides your father? 
A Yeah. 
Q Who were some of those people? 
A I really don't remember. It was a bookmaker's club, 
that's all I remember. 
Q I"m showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 124-B. What, if anything, do you recognize in this 
photo? 
A Ozone Park, Vinny's club right there. 
Q Can you just point, touch on your screen, where Vinny's 
club was? 

Right there. 

Vinny, that's the defendant; correct? 

Yes. 

And zooming out again, what was this area known as, or 
what did you know it as? 
A That was the triangle, the triangle. And Rockaway 
Boulevard was over here and 101st Avenue was over here in 


front of the Johnny pump. 


Q Sorry, Rockaway Boulevard is where? Can you indicate 


by pointing on the screen? 
Right there. 
That's to the right of the photo? 
Yes. This was 101st Avenue right here. 


That's in the foreground? 
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A Yes. 

Q Bottom left? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q And you mentioned the defendant had a social club right 
there at that location? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you go there personally? 

A I was there once or twice. 

Q In what decade? 

A The '80s. 

Q And prior to that, were you aware of whether the 
defendant had a different social club? 

Yes. 

On what street? 

On 101st Avenue. 

And looking at this exhibit for one more minute, what, 
if any, businesses related to the defendant were around this 
area? 

His fence company was on the corner. 

Of that same block we see in this photo? 


Yes. 


No. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Do you remember the name of the fence company? 
A 
Q 


Nearby was there another establishment that you knew to 


be associated with the defendant? 
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A Carvel store? 


A 
Q 
A Ice cream. 
Q 


Ice cream store. 


Yeah, around the corner he had a Carvel. 


Showing you what's in evidence as 


Government Exhibit 125, do you recognize this? 


Yes. 


What is it? 


Sammy Albano's. 


Yes. 
Who? 


Ronny One Arm. 


Yes. 
In what decade? 


The '80s. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


3A, who is that? 


A Sammy Albano. 


It's another social club. 


Whose social club was it when you knew it? 


Did anyone else take it over after Sammy Albano had it? 


And where was this located? 
It was in Ozone Park. 


Did you ever personally go there? 


Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 


That's the same Sammy Albano you just mentioned? 
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Q What, if any, affiliation with organized crime did he 
have? 
A He was associate of the Gambino family. 
Q Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
95, do you recognize him? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

Sal Vitale. 

What, if any, affiliation with organized crime did he 
have? 
A He was in the Bonanno family. 
Q And are you aware of the highest position he held in 
the Bonanno family? 


A I think he was the underboss. 


Q Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 


13, do you recognize him? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

Jimmy Burke. 

What affiliation with organized crime did Jimmy Burke 
have? 
A He was an associate of the Lucchese family. 
Q Who, if anyone, did he report to in the Lucchese 
family? 


A Paul Vario. 
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Q Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
94-A and 94-B, do you recognize these exhibits? 

Yes. 

And who is in these exhibits, if anyone? 

Paulie Vario. 

And what position in organized crime, specifically the 
Lucchese family, did Paulie Vario have? 
A He was a captain. 
Q What relationship did your father, Fat Andy, have with 
Paulie Vario? 

They were good friends. 


Did you ever see them together? 


Where? 


A 
Q 
A Yes. 
Q 
A 


When I was a little kid, my father used to take me by 
his house. 

In what neighborhood? 

Canarsie. 

Later in life, did you see them together again? 

Yes. 

Where? 

At the Bamboo Lounge, at his house, and then they were 
in prison together. 
Q Where were they in prison together? 


A Springfield, Missouri. They were in federal prison 
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hospital together for about a year. 

Q Do you remember what decades? 

A '80s. 

Q In the mid to late '80s? 

A Mid '80s. 

Q And in what ways did your father and Paulie Vario make 
money together? 

They had crap games together in the 1960s. 
Who was Babe Vario? 

He was Paulie's brother. 

Was he affiliated with organized crime? 
Yes. 

What was his position? 

He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 
Were he and your father close? 

Yes. 

Who was Tutty Vario? 

He was Paulie Vario's brother also. 

Was he associated with the Lucchese family? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What relationship did your father have with Jimmy 
Burke, if any? 

A They were friends. 

Q You mentioned crap games, your father and Paulie Vario 


ran together; correct? 
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Yes. 

That was in the '60s. 

Yes. 

What role did Jimmy Burke play in those games, if any? 
He had points. 

Did Jimmy Burke have any children? 

Yes. 


What were their names? 
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Kathy, I believe his other daughter was named Cookie, 
and Jesse and Frankie. 

MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, I'm not sure if this is 
in evidence, so I may just show it to the witness, if that's 
all right. 

THE COURT: Okay. 


Q Showing you Government Exhibit 12, do you recognize 


this? 


Who is that? 
Frankie Burke. 

MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, I move to admit 
Government Exhibit 12 to the extent it's not already 
admitted. 

MS. MACEDONIO: No objection. 

THE COURT: Admitted. 


(Government Exhibit 12 was admitted into 
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evidence.) 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


MS. COOLEY: May I publish? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
You said this was Frankie Burke? 
Yes. 
And who was his father? 
Jimmy. 


And you also mentioned Jimmy Burke's daughter Kathy; is 


that right? 


Yes. 
How did you know Kathy Burke? 
I dated her when I was a teenager. 


As an adult, what business did you know Kathy Burke to 


have, if any? 


She had a diamond exchange on Canal Street. 
In Manhattan? 
Yes. 


And approximately when did she have that store, to your 


knowledge? 


In the '90s. 

Is Jimmy Burke still alive today? 
No. 

How do you know that? 

I was at his funeral. 


What year was that? 
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1996. 
And what funeral parlor was it held at? 


Excuse me, I have bronchitis. It was in Romanelli's on 


Woodhaven Boulevard. 


Q 
A 
Q 


In what borough? 
Queens. 


What other wakes did you go to at that funeral parlor, 


if any? 


Tony Lee's. 
And when was his wake? 
February of 1993. 


Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 


34, do you recognize that? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

Who is that. 

Tommy DeSimone. 

Who was Tommy DeSimone? 

He was an associate of the Lucchese family. 
And who, if anyone, did you know him to be close with? 
With Jimmy. 

Jimmy Burke? 

Paulie Vario. 

Did you hang out socially with Tommy DeSimone? 
Yes. 


And what was the age difference between you two? 
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He was a few years older than me. 

Who was Anthony Stabile? 

He was a soldier in the Lucchese family. 
Do you know someone named Henry Hill? 


Yes. 


D > OD >È OD YS 


What affiliation with organized crime did he have, if 


o 

S 
< 

~“ 


He was an associate of the Lucchese family. 
Who did he report to in the Lucchese family? 
Paulie Vario. 

Did you know someone named Stacks? 

Yes. 

What was his last name, if you remember? 


I don't remember. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And what, if any, affiliation with organized crime did 

he have? 

A He was an associate of the Lucchese family. 

Q Who, if anyone, from the Colombo organized crime family 
did you see the defendant spend time with? 

A Dominic Cataldo. 

Q And what, if any, position did Dominic Cataldo hold in 

the Colombo family? 

A He was a soldier. 

Q Where would you see them together? 


A In the neighborhood. Dominic had a nightclub on 
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Conduit Boulevard. 
Q And what neighborhood was that? 
A I guess that was South Ozone park. 
Q And who, if anyone, from the Genovese crime family did 
you see the defendant with? 
A Ciro Pirrone. 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 65. Who is that? 
A Ciro Pirrone. 
Q What was the highest position he held in the Genovese 
family? 
A He was a captain. 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 88. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 


Big Funzie. 


I don't remember it. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Did you know his full name? 
A 
Q 


What, if any, affiliation with organized crime did 
Funzie have? 

He was a soldier. 

In what family? 

I think he was in the Genovese family. 


Did you ever see the defendant spend time with him? 
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Yeah. 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 50. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 


Caesar Gurino. 


He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And what, if any, organized crime affiliation defense? 
A 
Q 


What, if any, relatives of Caesar Gurino were you aware 
of as being affiliated organized crime? 
A His brother Anthony. 
Q What was the highest position Anthony held in organized 
crime? 

Captain. 

In what family? 

Gambino family. 

I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 21-A. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

Charlie Carneglia. 

And what organized crime position did you know him to 
have? 
A He was a soldier in the Gambino family. 


Q Showing you Government Exhibit 22 which is in evidence, 
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do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 

John Carneglia. 

And what position in organized crime did you know him 
to have? 

Soldier. 

In what family? 

Gambino family. 

You testified earlier that the defendant was a made 
member of the Bonanno family; is that right? 

Yes. 

Is an associate of a crime family an inducted member? 

No. 

And ethnically, what do you have to be in order to be 
inducted into a crime family? 
A Italian. 


Q And what's the process of being inducted? 


A Well, first you got to start out as an associate, then 


you have to -- you know, then the soldier that you work with 
will propose you. 

Propose you to be inducted? 

Yes. 

And is being inducted also referred to as being "made"? 


Yes. 
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Q Is there a ceremony when you became become inducted? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you have to take an oath as part of that? 
A Yes. 
Q When did you first learn that the defendant was a made 
member of the Bonanno family? 
When he got straightened out. 
In what decade was that? 


The ‘70s. 


My father and Tony Lee told me. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q How did you learn that he got straightened out? 
A 
Q 


And getting "straightened out," is that another word 
for getting made? 
A Yes. 
Q And is that when you had the conversation with your 
father about being a third generation wiseguy? 
A Yes. 
Q Who else, if anyone, did your father tell you was 
inducted around the same time as the defendant? 

Genie Gotti, John Gotti, Angelo Quack. 

And what family were they inducted into? 

The Gambino family. 

Directing your attention to the late 1970s, what, if 
any, position in organized crime did Ronny One Arm or Ronny 


Trucchio have at that time? 
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A He was an associate. 

Q Who did he report to around that time in the Gambino 
family? 

A Nicky and JoJo Corozzo. 

Q And what were their positions in organized crime at 
that time? 

A Nicky was a soldier and JoJo was an associate. 

Q What, if any, incident happened between the defendant 
and those men around that time? 

A Ronny told me that him and Johnny Beano know had a beef 
with Vinny and JoJo went there to straighten it out, and 


Vinny chased JoJo and told him that he couldn't speak to him 


anymore, he needed to come back with his brother Nicky. 


Q Why did he have to come back with his brother Nicky? 
A Because JoJo wasn't straightened out and Nicky was. 

Q What was defendant's status in organized crime at that 
point? 

He was a soldier. 

Had he recently been inducted in the Bonanno family? 

Yes. 

And after that incident, what was your understanding of 
the relationship between the defendant and Ronny Trucchio 
and JoJo Corozzo? 

A It wasn't good. 
THE COURT: Is this a good time to break? 
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MS. COOLEY: Yes, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Okay. Your lunch is here, ladies and 
Let's resume at five minutes of two, okay? 


(Jury exits.) 


THE COURT: Anything we need to address? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Not from the Government, Judge. 
THE COURT: Okay. 


(Luncheon recess taken.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 


1:55 p.m. 
(Jury enters.) 
THE COURT: Good afternoon. Please sit. 
Ms. Cooley? 
DIRECT EXAMINATION (continued) 
BY MS. COOLEY: 
Mr. Ruggiano, you're still under oath. 
Yes. 


Before the break, you mentioned an incident in the late 


'7Os where the defendant -- where afterwards the defendant 


was not on good terms with Ronny Trucchio and JoJo Corozzo; 


is that correct? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

And that incident was over a beef; right? 
Yes. 

What's a "beef"? 

An argument, disagreement. 


And you also testified before the break that the 


defendant was angry because JoJo had come to see him about 


that beef and JoJo was not inducted into a family at that 


point but the defendant was; correct? 


so, he told him that he should come back with his 
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brother Nicky who was a made member; right? 


the defendant had just become a made member 
himself; right? 
Yes. 
And why was Ronny One Arm caught up in this? 


He was part of it with Johnny Beano. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q He was somehow involved in this dispute? 
A 
Q 


And he was an associate of the Gambino family at that 
time? 
A Yes. 
Q And who was he around in the Gambino family at that 
time? 

Nicky. 

Nicky Corozzo? 

Yes. 

I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 23. Do you recognize this? 

Yes. 

Who is that? 


Dominic Cataldo. 


And you mentioned you saw the defendant with him in the 


past; correct? 


A Yes. 
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And what organized crime family was he affiliated with? 
The Colombo family. 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 


Exhibit 70. Do you recognize that? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

Who is that? 

Tony Roach. 

Was that his nickname? 

Yes. 

What was his real name? 

I think it was Anthony Rampino, something like that. 
And what was his affiliation with organized crime? 
He was an associate of the Gambino family. 

Did you spend time with him socially? 

Yes. 


After the defendant got inducted into the Bonanno 


family, was there an incident involving his son that related 


to you? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And, so, this was in approximately the late '70s; is it 


fair to say? 


A 
Q 
A 


Yeah, it was before '78. 
What happened? 


I had a fight with one of his son's friends. I hit one 


of his son's friends. 
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This was his son Jerry? 


Yes. 


I was in my early twenties. 


Q 
A 
Q How old were you at the time? 
A 
Q 


And was the defendant recently straightened out at this 
point? 

Vinny? 

Yes. 

Yes. 

What happened after you had that fight with Jerry's 
friend? 
A I got word that the kid was going to have me arrested 
for assault. 
Q And what happened next? 
A My father sent for Vinny and he told Vinny and Vinny 
took care of it. 
Q What do you mean "took care of it"? What did the 
defendant do? 
A He went to see him and the kid never had me arrested. 
Q Approximately how old was his son Jerry around that 
time? 
A A little younger than me. I was in my early twenties, 
he was a little younger than me. 
Q You mentioned earlier a term of being "on record;" do 


you remember that? 
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A Yes. 
Q And is an associate of an organized crime family 
typically on record with a made member? 
A Yes. 
Q And you talked about kicking up, I believe, earlier. 
What does it mean to "kick up"? 
A To give whoever you're with a piece of what you're 
doing and they brought some to their captain and it went up 
the ladder. 

So, money flowed up in organized crime typically? 


Yes. 


No. 


Q 
A 
Q Did you kick up? 
A 
Q 


Who did you report to for most of your life in 
organized crime? 
A My father and his partner Tony Lee. 
Q And you said you did not kick up to your father; is 
that correct? 

Yes. 

Why not? 

He was my father. He didn't take no money off me. 

He wouldn't take money off you; right? So, generally, 
kicking up was how it worked in organized crime but 
sometimes there were exceptions; is that correct? 


A Yes. 
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MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 
THE COURT: Overruled. 
Q And as an associate of organized crime, what could you 
expect from the person you reported to? 
A Protection. 
Q What, if any, establishment in Hell's Kitchen Manhattan 
did you go to in the 1970s? 
I went to a gay club on Eighth Avenue. 
Who owned that club? 
Matty the Horse. 
Who was Matty the Horse? 
He's a captain in the Genovese family. 
Do you know his last name? 


Aiello, something like that, I don't really know. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What other types of establishments were there in that 
in Hell's Kitchen that you were aware of? 

Gay clubs, porno shops. 

With respect to the porno shops, were any affiliated 
the mafia, to your knowledge? 

Most of them were. 

And were these establishments profitable to the crime 
families associated with them? 

A Yes. 

Q Directing your attention to the late 1970s, were you 


arrested around that time? 
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Yes. 
What were you arrested for? 
Burglary, grand larceny. 


And were those crimes you committed with other 


associates or members of the Gambino family? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


Did you end up getting convicted of any state crimes in 


that case? 


A 


What were you convicted of? 


Burglary, possession of stolen property, and burglary 


tools. 


What sentence did you get? 

Five years. 

And how much time did you end up serving in jail on 
sentence? 

Two and a half years. 

When did you begin serving that term in jail? 

March of 1978. 

And when did you finish that sentence in jail? 
September of 1980. 

And were you in just one prison over the course of that 
frame or more than one? 

More than one. 


Where did you finish serving that time? 
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Arthur Kill. 

And where is that facility located? 

Staten Island. 

While you were in jail at Arthur Kill -- strike that. 
While you were in jail on that sentence, what, if 

establishment did your father become involved in? 

Him and Tony Lee opened up the gold store. 

Where was that gold store located? 

On Liberty Avenue. 

In what borough? 

Queens. 

How did you hear about that gold store? 

My father told me. 

When did he tell you? 

On a visit. 

Who was visiting who? 

He was visiting me. 

And you were in jail? 

Yes. 

And what type of an establishment was this gold store? 


It was an exchange where they bought gold and silver 


jewelry. 


Q 
A 


Have you heard of the term "fencing"? 


What does it mean to fence something? 
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To sell -- get rid of stolen property. 
Does that apply to jewelry sometimes? 


Sure. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Was stolen jewelry ever fenced at your father and Tony 
Lee's gold store, to your knowledge? 

A Yes. 

Q While you were in jail between March of '78 and 
September of 1980, what did you hear had happened to 
Lufthansa Airlines? 

A It was robbed. 

Q After you heard that, what, if any, conversation did 
you have with your father about Lufthansa? 

A My father came to visit me and he had told me that 
Vinny and Jimmy brought him jewelry from Lufthansa, to him 
and Tony Lee. 

Q And where did your father visit you when you had this 
conversation? 

A Arthur Kill Correctional Facility. 

Q Was this shortly before you were released in September 
of 1980? 

A Right before I was released, yes. 

Q So, he mentioned that they came to him about jewelry 
from Lufthansa; correct? 

A 


And based on your conversation with him, what did you 
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understand him to mean that this jewelry was from Lufthansa? 

From the Lufthansa heist. 

And specifically, it was stolen in that heist? 

Yes. 

And from your conversation with your father, what was 
your understanding of who brought jewelry to your father and 
Tony Lee at the gold store? 

A Vinny. 

Q And, so, your father told you that Vinny and Jimmy had 
come to him with this issue? 

A He told me that Vinny and Jimmy gave him jewelry from 


Lufthansa to sell. 


Q And Vinny had brought it to them? 


A Right. 

Q When you say Vinny, are you referring to the defendant 
Vincent Asaro? 

A Yes. 

Q And who is the Jimmy that you understood your father to 
be talking about? 

A Jimmy Burke. 

Q And what was your understanding of whether Vinny and 
Jimmy wanted this to be private or public that they were 
doing this? 

A They wanted it to be private. 


Q They wanted it to be private that they were bringing it 
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to your father and Tony Lee? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And what, if anything, did you say to your father about 


Vinny's involvement? 


A 


I was surprised. I said: Vinny was involved in that? 


He said: Yeah. 
By "that," what did you mean? 
The heist. 
The Lufthansa heist? 
Yes. 
And your father said "yeah"? 
Yeah. 


And you understood he was confirming Vinny was 


involved? 


Yes. 
And that's the defendant; correct. 
Correct. 


When you were released from jail in September 1980, 


after that where did you spend many of your days? 


A 
Q 


At the gold store. 


I'm showing you now what's in evidence as Government 


Exhibit 101-A. Do you recognize this? 


Who's in this photo? 


My father and me. 
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And are you on the right? 

Yes. 

And your father is on the left? 

Yes. 

And where was this photo taken? 

At the gold store, in the back room. 

Is this one of the photos you provided to the 
Government as part of your cooperation? 

Yes. 

And when was this photo taken? 


Right after I got out of prison, 1980. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q So, right after your release in September 1980? 
A 
Q 


Showing you what's in evidence as Government Exhibit 
101-B, is this another photo you provided to the Government 
as part of your cooperation? 

Yes. 

Who's in this photograph? 

My father and Tony Lee. 

And who's on the left? 

My father. 

And on the right is Tony Lee? 
Yes. 


Where was this photo taken? 
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It was also in the gold store. 
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Q Was this around the same time that the photo we just 
saw was taken? 

A The same day. 

Q And, so, after you were released around this time, 
around September 1980, what, if any, conversations did you 
have with your father about the jewelry Vinny had brought 
him and Tony Lee from the Lufthansa heist? 

A He told me that Tony Lee talked him into splitting up 
the profits of the gold store. 

Q The profits from the jewelry? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it your understanding that they had fenced that 


jewelry at the gold store? 


And who were the partners in the gold store? 
Sal Reale and his partner Ralph, and there was a 
married couple that were partners. I don't remember their 


names. 


Q Who owned the property or whose property was the gold 


store? 
A Sal Reale's. 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government 
Exhibit 72? 
MS. COOLEY: Actually, your Honor, I don't think 


this is in evidence. May I show this just to the witness? 
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THE COURT: Yes. 
Q Showing you what's been marked as Government Exhibit 


72, do you recognize this? 


What is it? 
It's a picture of Sal Reale. 
MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, I offer Government 
Exhibit 72. 
MS. MACEDONIO: No objection. 
THE COURT: It's admitted. 
(Government Exhibit 72 was admitted into 
evidence.) 
MS. COOLEY: May I publish? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
Who is this? 
Sal Reale. 
And you mentioned he was also a partner in the gold 
store; correct? 
A Yes. 
Q And, so, who did your father say had gotten a share of 
the proceeds of the Lufthansa jewelry that the defendant had 


brought to the gold store? 


A Tony Lee got an end, Sal and his partner Ralph got an 


end, and the married couple got an end. 


Q In addition to the partners in the gold store, what was 
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your understanding of who got an end from that jewelry? 
Vinny and Jimmy. 

Vinny the defendant? 

Yeah, and Jimmy Burke. 

And what, if anything, did your father say about how 
money he personally got from that jewelry? 

He said he got 125,000. 

And what did he say to you about that? 

That he needed his head examined. 


Why? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Because he made Tony Lee talk him into giving each one 
of the partners 125,000 and he felt they should have kept it 
all for themselves, that there was no need to give them 
anything. 

Q No need to give who anything? 

A Sal and the married couple. 

Q So, he wished that just he and Tony Lee had split their 
particular share? 

A All of the profits they made. 

Q And you said these conversations were shortly after 
your release in September of 1980; correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And what, if anything, did your father say about Sal 
Reale and what he took from that jewelry? 


A He said he took a necklace. 
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Q Did he say anything about the necklace? 
A He said he gave it to Roberta, his girlfriend at the 
time. 
Q Your father said Sal gave it to Roberta, Sal's 
girlfriend? 

Yes. 


What did your father say about that to you? 


Why not? 


A 
Q 
A He wasn't happy about it. 
Q 
A 


Because he didn't think he should have took it, he 
didn't pay for it, and he was afraid that somewhere along 
the line the would find out where it was from. 

Q Who would find out? 


A Law, law enforcement. 


Q Directing your attention to the early 1980s, where did 


you see the defendant in that time frame? 
At the racetrack. 
Same one, Aqueduct? 


Aqueduct, Cafe Liberty, you know, the same places. 


At the racetrack, what, if anything, did you see him do 


in the early 1980s. 
Bet horses, book horses, loaned out money. 
Loaned out money? Shylocking? 
Yeah. 


What was different, from your perspective, about the 
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defendant's betting at this time in the early 80s? 
MS. FERRONE: Objection. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May we be heard at the sidebar? 
THE COURT: Yes. 


(Continued on next page for sidebar.) 
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(The following occurred at sidebar.) 

MS. MACEDONIO: I think we just want it to be clear 
as to where we're going with respect to the Court's ruling on 
404 (b). 

THE COURT: Okay. If somebody can give me a copy 
of the opinion... 

MS. MACEDONIO: We needed a minute to remind 
ourselves, and that's why... 

MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, I can also explain where 
I'm going with this. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MS. COOLEY: First of all, the subject is his 
legal gambling at the racetrack. And I'm really just asking 
what was new about his gambling at the racetrack in this 
time period shortly after the Lufthansa heist as compared to 
before he went away to prison. 

THE COURT: That he's betting more? 

MS. COOLEY: He's betting a lot more money, yes. 

THE COURT: I would assume I would let that in. 

MS. FERRONE: I thought we made a motion that we 
asked for you to prohibit that because that was his personal 
gambling. And Petey is nodding, and I was just trying to 
look, and I thought we actually won this point and I'm just 


hoping to find it quickly. It's too many moving parts for 


me, I apologize. 
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MS. COOLEY: My understanding, your Honor, is 


THE COURT: Even if it's his personal gambling, I 
have to revisit. He has the money available to do it, which 
is evidence of his involvement in the heist. 

MS. COOLEY: I think the objection had been, at 
least when it was discussed in court, the phrasing of him 
being a "degenerate gambler." 

THE COURT: That, kind of thing -- 

MS. COOLEY: I won't elicit. 

THE COURT: But to the extent this bears on the 


availability of proceeds from the heist and that's why his 


gambling is increased, it's probative of that, probative of 


something real, and I don't think it's just -- it's not just 
a -- I'm assuming it's personal gambling. 

MS. COOLEY: Right, your Honor. And we're not 
trying to elicit gambling addiction at this point. 

THE COURT: I know, I know. 

MS. MACEDONIO: We're just trying to find 
specifically what it was. 

MS. FERRONE: I apologize, I can't find it, but I 
thought the Court had limited the testimony. 

THE COURT: It may be. I'm just thinking about, 
having heard all the evidence. I'm changing my mind if 


that's what I did. 
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MS. FERRONE: Thank you, your Honor. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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(In open court; sidebar ends.) 

BY MS. COOLEY: 
Q Mr. Ruggiano, you just mentioned the defendant -- seeing 
the defendant at Aqueduct racetrack in the early 1980s; 
correct? 
A Yes. 
Q And you had seen him there before you went away to 
prison in '78; is that right? 
A Yes. 
Q And, so, now in the early '80s when you were seeing him 
there, what did you notice that was different about his 
gambling at the racetrack? 

He was betting more money. 

Significantly more money? 


He used to stay by the $100 window. 


So, he was staying at the $100 window now in the early 


Q Was that a higher level of money being bet than what 
he'd been doing before? 

A That was the biggest window. 

Q And you also mentioned that you saw him shylocking in 
this time frame; is that correct? 

A Later. 


Q Or you were aware of him shylocking in this time frame; 
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correct? 

Later on. 

In what years? 

The '80s. 

And did you know who some of his shylocking customers 
were or debtors? 
A Yeah, guys at the racetrack; Timmy Nolan, Leo 
Comissiano, guys that used to be at the track every day 
betting. 
Q These were also bettors at the racetrack? 
A Yeah. 
Q Was it your understanding that they took money from the 
defendant and had to pay interest on that money? 
A Yes. 


Q Was it also your understanding that the defendant's 


shylocking had increased in the early '80s, the amount of 


money he was putting out had increased? 

A I don't remember that. 

Q How, if at all, had the defendant's appearance changed 
in the early '80s from before you went away? 

A He was dressing sharp when I saw him at night, he was 
dressed up. 

Q And you mentioned you had seen the defendant at the 
Bergen Hunt & Fish Club playing cards; is that right? 

A Yup. 
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Q Did you see him there in this time frame, the early 
'80s? 

A Yeah, now and then. 

Q Who was Eddie D'Agostino? 

A He was a bookmaker, he run an after hour club, he was 
at the racetrack every day. 

Q Same racetrack? 

A Yes. 

Q What affiliation with organized crime did Eddie 
D'Agostino have? 


A He was an associate of the Gambino family. 


Q What, if any, interactions between Eddie D'Agostino and 


the defendant did you see personally see at the racetrack in 


the early '80s? 


A When I would be with Eddie, he'd say he was going to go 


give Vinny a play, give Vinny a bet. 


Q Did you see him do betting with the defendant? 


A I saw him talking to Vinny. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Can we have a five-minute break, 
please. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(Jury exits.) 

MS. MACEDONIO: May we approach? 

THE COURT: Yes. 


(Continued on next page for sidebar.) 
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(The following occurred at sidebar.) 

MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you, Judge, for taking a 
break. I'm looking at Mr. Asaro, he's -- 

THE COURT: Getting upset. I just noticed this. 

MS. MACEDONIO: -- is having a difficult time, so 
that's why I asked. 


THE COURT: Do you want to speak with him? Do you 


want me to speak with him? 

MS. MACEDONIO: I would prefer if you spoke with 
him. I've been trying to speak with him, it doesn't seem to 
be effective. Somehow your words seem to help. 

THE COURT: Okay. Why don't you sit down -- 

MS. MACEDONIO: Ten minutes, let him cool off a 


THE COURT: Just give him more time? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you. 
THE COURT: I'11 do that. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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(Sidebar held.) 

THE COURT: I know there are moments in the trial 
that are terribly trying for you. I think we all appreciate 
that. But it is really important for you that you not speak 
up or act out in any way in front of the jury. I think we 
talked about it yesterday. 

THE DEFENDANT: I know, Your Honor. The government 
has this guy in their custody for nine years testifying again. 
He's lying through his teeth. It's like he's blaming me 
for -- he's at the racetrack with me. I never hung out with 
this guy. I'm 18 years older. They have him in their 
custody. He's lying through his teeth. I never brought him 
no gold. I never broke into his store. I was never in there. 
He was lying. I just can't take it. I understand. 

THE COURT: Mr. Asaro, this is something that is 
going to be addressed by Ms. Macedonio -- 

THE DEFENDANT: All right. 

THE COURT: -- both in cross-examination and on 
summation. It is just, a trial is something you have to be 


very patient with because these little tiny pieces don't mean 


a thing until the end. And in the end, your story will come 


out, okay? 
THE DEFENDANT: Okay. 
THE COURT: Okay. 
THE DEFENDANT: Okay, thank you, all right. 


JOSHUA B. EDWARDS, RDR, CRR 
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 


O Oo © N O Oo A O N = 


N N N N N Nde à a a a a a: a a —& 
an A O N >> O O © N O OA A O N >< 


SIDEBAR 2573 


THE COURT: Please, it just hurts you when you do 


THE DEFENDANT: Okay. 


(Continued on the next page.) 


JOSHUA B. EDWARDS, RDR, CRR 
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N = 


N N N N NNa à à a a a a a a y M 
an A O N > TD O © N FO OA Aà O N >œ 


RUGGIANO - DIRECT - COOLEY 


(The jury enters the courtroom.) 
THE COURT: Please be seated. 
Ms. Cooley? 
Mr. Ruggiano, you are still under oath. 
Yes. 


You testified earlier about your uncle, Junior. Do you 


remember that? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

And what was his name again? 
His real name? 

His full name? 

Frank Guerra. 


And what, if any, interaction did he have with the 


defendant in the early '80s? 


In the '80s he would bum money off him at the racetrack. 


And was that shylock money that he had to pay interest 


Sometimes shylock, sometimes personal. 


Now, you mentioned earlier that you knew the defendant 


had a Carvel ice cream store in Ozone Park, right? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


What other establishments in that service industry were 


you aware the defendant had? 


A 
Q 


He had a fence company and a Carvel. 


And what about a restaurant? 
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And a restaurant. 

How down about that restaurant? 

My sister worked for him. 

And where was the restaurant located? 

I believe in Five Towns. 

Is that Long Island? 

Long Island, Queens like, on the border. 


Who did the defendant sell or turn over his Carvel to? 


> OD F OD F OD F D > 


Who did he sell it to? 
MS. FERRONE: Objection; foundation. 
Q Did you know anything about whether that Carvel was sold 


eventually? 


A I know he eventually sold it. I don't know to who. 


Q And you testified earlier that the defendant was a 
captain in the Bonanno crime family; is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q And when did you become aware that he was a captain, 
approximately what time period? 

A In the 1990s. 

Q What conversation did you have with the defendant in the 
1990s about organized crime? 

A He told me that my name was on the list. 

Q And what list did you understand him to mean? 

A The list that was going around of people that were 


proposed to be straightened out. 
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Q What was your understanding of what it meant that the 
defendant had seen that list? 

That he was a captain. 

Why do you think that? 


Because the list went to the captains. 


And then the captains discussed it with their guys. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And only the captains? 
A 
Q 


So in other words, people below the rank of captain 
didn't see the list; is that correct? 
A They knew who was on the list. I don't know if they 
actually saw the list itself. 
Q And what happened when the list was circulated amongst 
the captains of the organized crime families? 
A That I was going to get straightened out. 
Q But did the captains have any say? 
A Yeah, they -- they wanted to make sure everybody was all 
right that was on the list, there was no beefs against them, 
that they were Italian. 
Q And so the different families had input into that, 
correct? 
A Yeah, the list went around to call the families. 
Q And so it was your understanding that you were on the 
list to be straightened out at that time? 
A 


Q Were you straightened out at that time? 
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A No. 
Q You testified earlier about crimes you committed when you 


were a teenager. Do you remember that? 


When did you start committing crimes? 

When I was 15, 16, 13. I would smoke pot when I was 13, 
you Know, steal gum out of the candy store. 
Q And you also mentioned you got in trouble for being a 
truant when you were a teenager; is that right? 


A Yes, I did. 


D 


Over the course of your life, what kinds of illegal drugs 


a> 
» 
< 
D 


you used? 

Marijuana, cocaine, barbiturates, speed, LSD. 
And when did you -- 

Started heroin a few times. 

When did you start using illegal drugs? 
When I was 13 or 14. 

Are you currently using any illegal drugs? 
No. 

When was the last time you did? 

January 12, 1989. 

Were you addicted to drugs? 

Yes. 


In what time frame? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


I would say from 1982, '83 to '88. I went into 
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treatment. 
Q What drug were you addicted to? 


I was addicted to cocaine and marijuana. 


A 
Q How did you overcome your drug addition? 
A 


I went into treatment in 1988 February of 1988. And then 
when I got out of treatment, I started attending Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings and AA meetings. 

Q What, if any, drugs have you sold over the course of your 
life? 

A I sold marijuana, barbiturates and some cocaine. 

Q And when did you stop selling those kinds of drugs in 
your life? 

A Did I stop? In the late ‘80s. 

Q So fair to say you were selling drugs off and on between 
the '60s and the '80s, approximately? 

A Yeah. 

Q Did you occasionally make money from selling those drugs? 
A Very rarely I made money. 

Q And while you were addicted to drugs, to cocaine and 
marijuana like you said in the '80s, did you commit crimes? 

Yes. 

Did those crimes include robberies? 

Yes. 

And did you commit some of those robberies with other 


people? 
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A Yes. 

Q How, if at all, were you violent during the course of any 
of those robberies? 

A Well, once, one robbery I committed I used a knife a 
kitchen, like, a steak knife in the kitchen (indicating). And 
another robbery, the person that was with me had a gun on him. 
Q When you say you used a knife, how did you use the knife? 
A I was in the car with a couple and I was in the back 
seat. And I just put the knife to the guy's throat and I took 
the woman's mink coat and the guy's jewelry and I got out of 
the car. 

Did you injure either of them? 

No. 

And you mentioned a robbery involving a gun -- 

Yes. 

-- that someone else was carrying, correct? 

Yes. 

Who carried the gun during that robbery? 

Johnny Burke. 

Who was Johnny Burke? 

He was an associate of the Gambino family. 

And was that gun fired during that robbery? 

No. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What were the types of things you stole during the 


robberies you were committing when you were addicted to drugs? 
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A Money, drugs, jewelry. 

Q And typically what did you spend the proceeds of those 
robberies on? 

A Cocaine. 

Q Did you ever pretend something as a means to commit some 
of those robberies? 

A Sometimes. 

Q What would you pretend? 

A I would go into gay clubs in Manhattan and I would go to 
the bar and see if someone would offer me a drink, and if they 
had cocaine on them, I would take it off them. 

Q What were you pretending? 

A That I was gay. 

Q What, if anything, did you do in this time frame while 
you were you were addicted to drugs relating to a funeral? 


A When my grandmother had passed away, one night I was 


taking care of the book and I took $80 and I bought a gram of 


coke with it. 
The book of donations? 
Yes. 
So you bought cocaine with that money? 
Yes. 
And that was when you were addicted to cocaine? 
Yes, that was 1984. 


And what decades did you personally submit the crime of 
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shylocking money? 

A The first time I shylocked money was in the very early 
‘70s. 

Q And did you do that as part of your association with the 
Gambino family? 

Yes. 

Did you also do that later in life? 

Yes. 

Directing your attention to the early 1970s, what, if 

factory did you burglarize? 

On the way to Aqueduct Racetrack, there was a woman's -- 
an underwear factory. And sometimes they used to leave the 
window open and we would climb in the window and take boxes of 
bras and stuff out of the window and we would sell it in the 
dress shops and then take the money and go to the racetrack. 
Q What, if any, gambling related crimes did you commit in 


the '70s? 


A I got arrested in the number office on Mulberry Street, I 


think, in '74. 

Q And were you involved in that as part of your association 
with the Gambino family? 

A Yes. 

Q What, if any, crime did you commit in connection with a 
trial against your father? 


A In the mid-80s, we fixed a jury in Broward County, 
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Florida, a federal jury. 

Q And how did you fix the jury? 

A Excuse me. My father was on trial for the second time. 
And some friend of ours named Billy Martino came to see me and 
he told me that my father had just picked a jury and he said 
his neighbor was on my father's jury. And I asked him if the 
guy was wanted to do anything and he said he would get back to 
me. And then he came back to me and he told me the guy would 
do the right thing. 

And I said what does he want? The guy doesn't want 
anything, but I want 25,000 to put it together. So I said all 
right. So I contacted Tony Lee in New York and I called him 
from a pay phone because there was no cell phones back then. 

I called him from a pay phone and I flew up to New York. He 
gave me the 25,000. I flew back to Florida and I gave Billy 
Martino 20,000 and I kept 5,000 for myself. 

What happened in that trial against your father? 


It was a hung jury. 


I don't know, close to 20 times, maybe. 


Q 
A 
Q About how many times have you been arrested in your life? 
A 
Q 


What, if any, crimes related to cars have you committed 
in your life? 
A I stole cars. I had chop shops and I got arrested for it 
once. 


Q How did you make money from those crimes? 
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A We would strip the cars and sell the cars to auto body 
shops, junkyards. 
Q Were those also crimes you committed as part of your 
association with the Gambino family? 
A Yes. 
Q So you already testified about the time you spent in jail 
between '78 and '80. Do you remember that? 

Yes. 

After that, when was the next time you went to prison? 


July of 1991. 


Yes. 


Where were those crimes? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And what is that after you pled guilty to certain crimes? 
A 
Q 
A 


I pleaded guilty to a New York State RICO, an "orca" 
(ph), I believe they called it, for gambling. 
Q So that's racketeering-related crimes? 
A Yes. 
Q And it also involved gambling? 
A Yes. 
Q Were those also crimes you committed as part of your 


association with the Gambino family? 


At any point during that case, were you released on bail? 
I was released -- I got arrested -- the first time I got 


arrested in December of '89, I got out on bail and then I got 
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re-indicted again, I think, March of the following year for 
the same thing. 

What crimes, if any, did you commit while you were out on 

in that case? 

I went right back to work in the number business. 

So that was gambling-related? 

Policy, yes. 

What kinds of crimes involving credit card fraud have you 
committed? 
A I committed credit card fraud from the late '80s into the 
'90s. 
Q And how did you do that? 
A We would go out to parks in Long Island where people 
would be jogging and whatever, rollerblading, and they would 
leave stuff in their car and we had a tool. We would go in 
the car and take the credit card out and leave the car as it 
was and we would go bang out the credit cards. 

And so you stole credit cards? 


Yeah. 


Yes. 


Who were you doing this with? 


Q 
A 
Q And then did you use them to buy things? 
A 
Q 
A 


I was doing it with Frankie Lapicola (ph), Christopher 
Christof, Sal Navarra (ph) and this guy we used to call 


Plastic Pete. 
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Q And were you doing this as an associate of the Gambino 
family? 

A Yeah. 

Q What, if any, crime did you commit in the '90s involving 
a vending company? 

A I extorted a vending company off Steven Lichtman. 

Q And what had the vending company owner done leading up to 
this extortion? 

A Well, he was with us and he was giving us $600 a month. 
And then behind our backs he tried to sell the route to the 
West Side. 

Q The Genovese family? 


Yes. 


A 
Q And what did you do to extort him? 
A 


We -- I met with the Genovese family and we decided to go 
partners. And then myself and a member of the Genovese family 
sat down with him and we told him he was out. 

Q Did you report everything you made from that vending 
company on your tax returns? 

A No. 

Q In the '90s, did you get any money from a water company 
in Florida? 

Yes. 

How did you end up getting money from that water company: 


Louis Pierno (ph) contacted me and told me he had some 
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friends at a new water company, if I could fly down to Port 
Saint Lucie. So I flew down there. And there was a captain 
with the Gambino family that was trying to shake them down. 
And they asked me if I knew them and I said yes. And they 
told me if I could help them they would give me $1,000 a 
month. 

So I went and met the guy because I knew him, and I 
told him the water company was with my father. And he sort of 
didn't believe it, but he went along with it anyway and he 
stopped and they started giving me $1,000 a month. 

Q After you were released from jail in the early '90s, when 
was the next time you went to jail? 
November of 1996. 


Had you been arrested on state charges before that? 


And then were you arrested federally? 


A 
Q 
A I was arrested first on state charges, yes, in 1995. 
Q 
A 


I pleaded guilty on the state charges and I was in Almira 
State Penitentiary. And I got indicted in Florida by the feds 
and the marshals came and got me and transported me to 
Florida. 

Q What were the state charges you pled guilty to? 

A Policy, gamble. 

Q And what was the federal case? What did that federal 
case charge you with? 


A A RICO. 
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Q And what did you -- what, if anything, did you plead 
guilty to in that case? 

I plead guilty to RICO for extortion, shylocking. 

That's another racketeering offense? 

Yes. 

What, if anything, did you say that was untrue in the 
presentencing phase of that case? 

I told the PSI person that I had relapsed. 


Relapsed in what respect? 


And why did you do that? 


A 
Q 
A Relapsed on drugs. 
Q 
A 


Because our attorneys told us that the federal -- the BOP 
had a drug program and if we went into the drug program and 
committed -- completed it, we could get six months cut off our 
sentence. So when they told us that, we all decided to tell 
the judge that we were on drugs and alcohol so we could be 
eligible for the drug program. 

And was that true? 
No, not at all. 


you end up getting into that drug program? 


were you sentenced to jail time in that federal case? 


much additional time? 


> OD F D F DOD YF DB 


months. 
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And about when were you released from jail on that case? 
August 31st of 2004. 


You testified earlier that you also pled guilty to a 


federal racketeering charge involving murder and gambling; is 


that right? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 
And was that in federal court here in Brooklyn? 
Yes. 
So that was a different federal case, correct? 
Yes. 


Was that the case you entered into a cooperation 


agreement in? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


Did you commit that murder and gambling as part of your 


association with the Gambino family? 


D > OD >È DOD F D P DOD FY 


Yes. 

Who was the victim of that murder? 

My brother-in-law Frankie. 

What was his full name? 

Frank Boccia. 

And what was his nickname? 

Geeky. 

When did you participate in killing him? 
June of 1988. 


Did you commit that murder alone or with other people? 
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With other people. 
Q Were those other people associated with the Gambino 
family? 
A Yes. 
Q Who did you commit that murder with in the Gambino 
family? 
Tony Lee, Mikey Gal, Freddy Hot (ph) and Skinny Dom. 
Why did you kill your brother-in-law? 


What did you hear had happened leading up to that murder? 


A 
Q 
A Because he beat my mother up. 
Q 
A 


In February of '88 I was in treatment in the drug 
treatment center. And my sister had a baby shower. And I 
called my wife up at the time the next day to see how the baby 
shower went. And she told me that my mother had paid for the 
party. And before when the party ended the owner gave me 
mother an $800 check. And my mother said, what's this for? 
And she said, your son-in-law ran up a bar tab. So my mother 
paid it. And when my mother got home, she confronted him 
about it and he started beating her up. And my wife heard it 
from downstairs and she ran down. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 
Q So you received information about something that had 
happened while you were in drug treatment, correct? 


A Correct. 
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And who told you about that? 
My wife. 


And what was your understanding of what your 


brother-in-law had done to your mother? 


A 


He was beating her up. 

What happened after that? 

I got out of treatment and I went to see Tony Lee. 

And what did you discuss with Tony Lee? 

I told Tony Lee that Frankie beat my mother up. And he 
he knew. 

And what did you decide to do? 


I says, well, if you know, what are we going to about it? 


And he said, we are going to kill him. 


Q 


And how, if at all, was your father involved in this 


decision? 


A 


Because Tony Lee told me that we were going to do it the 


right way and we were going to put it on record and get 


permission to do it. So my father had to okay it first. 


Your father did? 

My father had to okay it first. 

Where was your father at this time? 

He was in federal prison. 

And did anyone go to see your father about this? 
Yes. 


Who did? 
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I did. 

And what did he say to you? 
A He asked me if Frankie thought he was dead. And I said 
evidently he must really not care, so my father said to kill 
him. 
Q He asked if your brother-in-law thought your father was 
dead? 
A Right. 
Q What did you understand him to mean by that? 
A That he blatantly disrespected my father my beating up my 
mother. 
Q What happened next? 
A I went back to Queens. I told Tony my father was onboard 
and Tony Lee sent for Gene Gotti. 
Q And what was Gene Gotti's position in the Gambino family 
at that time? 

He was my father and Tony Lee's captain. 

And what happened after he sent for Gene Gotti? 

We told Gene the story and Gene said he was going to go 

his brother. 

Which brother? 

John. 

John Gotti? 


Yes. 


What was his position in the Gambino family at that time? 
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He was the boss. 

What conversation happened after that? 
A About a day or two later, Gene came back to Cafe Liberty 
and he told me, Dominick and Tony that John said it was okay 
to do it, but John felt that I shouldn't have participated in 
it. 
Q What was your understanding of why he didn't want you to 
participate in killing your brother-in-law? 
A Well, because he knows I had just gotten out of treatment 
a few months earlier than that, and he just felt I would be 
too stressed out. I don't know. He felt I shouldn't 
participate -- I shouldn't have participated in it. 

Was it decided that you remember participate anyway? 


Yes. 


Tony Lee and Dominick and my father. 


Q 
A 
Q And who was part of that decision? 
A 
Q 


Following those conversations, was your brother-in-law 
ultimately killed? 

Yes. 

And approximately what year was he killed? 

1988. 

What did you do to participate in killing him? 

I told him that Tony Lee had a score for him to do. 

A score? 


A robbery. 
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And why did you tell him that? 

Because that's his thing. That was Frankie's thing. 
What was his thing? 

He was a robber, a thief, an armed robber. 

And was it true that Tony Lee had a score for him? 
No. 

Why did you tell him that? 

So I could get him to come to the club with me. 


And why were you the person who had the role of getting 


him to come to the club with you? 


A 
know, 


that. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


that 
A 


up. 


Because he trusted me and he would -- and he had, you 


he probably thought I would never do something like 


Do something like that? 

Kill him. 

Had you killed anyone before that? 

No. 

Did you ever kill anyone else in your life? 

No. 

So what did you do after telling him about this score 
Tony Lee had for him? 

I called him up and I told him I was coming to pick him 


Later on I called him one night and I told him I was 


coming to pick him up the next morning to talk to Tony Lee. 


And I went and picked him up. 
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T-shirt on and shorts and shoes with no socks. And he got in 
the car and I took him to the club, to Cafe Liberty. 

Q And what happened when you got to the club? 

A When I pulled up, Mikey Gal was sitting outside in the 
chair. I parked the car. We got out of the car. Mikey Gal 
got up, walked over to us. He shook us, kissed us both 
"hello." And me and Frankie walked in the door. And as I 
walked in, Frankie walked in ahead of me. I heard Mikey lock 
the door from outside. I heard the click of the look. And we 
walked in and they were at the counter eating bagels and 
drinking coffee. 

Q And what happened after that? 

A We talked a little bit. We made some bagels and then 
Tony Lee told me and Frankie to come in the back. He wanted 
to show Frankie his garden because he had a big garden out in 
the yard. So Frankie and I went in the garden went in the 
back with Tony. And Tony was picking vegetables and putting 
them in a bag making up they were for Frankie to take home 


with him. And then as we were talking out of the garden, when 


we got back to the back room, Tony Lee, like, just grabbed 


Frankie which the arm and said, wait, I want to talk to you. 
And I kept on walking out to the front of the club. 

Q And what did you hear after that? 

A I walked out to the front of the club and Skinny Dom 


looked at me and he went underneath the counter and he took 
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out a pistol and put it behind his aback and he ran into the 
back room (indicating). 

And what did you hear after that? 

Gunshots. 

And then what happened? 

Dominick came running back out and he was, like, all 
frazzled. And he said, this fucking kid don't want to die. 
And he took a plastic bag and put more bullets in the gun. 
And I had looked and I saw half of Frankie's body, like, 
laying on the floor, so like, from his waist to his feet. And 
then Dominick ran in the back and I heard a couple more 


gunshots. 


Q Did you have any role in disposing of your 


bother-in-law's body after that? 
A The only role I had was I brought a sleeping bag to put 
his body in. 

And do you know what happened to his body? 

Yes. 

What happened? 


They took it out on a fishing boat and threw him in the 


Q After this happened, did you lie to anyone who was close 
to the murder victim about what had happened that day? 
A 


What did you say? 
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A I said that, well, I said I dropped him off on the corner 
of his house and I don't know what happened to him. 
Q And why did you do that? 
A I couldn't tell them that we killed him. I had to tell 
them something, so I made up a story. I said I dropped him 
off in front of the house and I don't know what happened to 
him. I said he made a phone call. I mean, I said he stopped 
on Woodhaven and Atlantic. There was an Optimo there, a 
newsstand there back then. And there was a pay phone and I 
said he told me to pull over, he had to make a phone call. I 
said he made a phone call. He got back in the car and he told 
me to drop him off on the street corner, that he didn't want 
my sister to see him. I dropped him off in front of his 
garage, I said, and I left and I never saw him again. 
Q What was your understanding of why Skinny Dom 
participated in this murder? 

Because he wanted to get straightened out. 

And did you get straightened out after that? 

Yes, he did. 


Yes, he did. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q In the Gambino family? 
A 
Q 


And did you also pretend to your brother-in-law's family 
to look for your brother-in-law? 
A I went looking for my brother-in-law with Peter Zuccaro 


and my brother-in-law's father on a few occasions. 
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Q And you didn't find him, correct? 
A Correct. 
Q Prior to this murder in about 1988, were you involved in 
a conspiracy to murder someone else? 
A It wasn't in 1988. It was in the early '80s. 
Q In the early '80s, were you involved in a murder 
conspiracy? 
Yes. 


And who was the person who you had conspired to kill? 


What happened with that? 


A 
Q 
A Frankie Geech. 
Q 
A 


I was in the Polish Bar one night and he came in and he 
told me that him and Bobby Glasses and Ronnie The Jew had just 
killed two guys in the Shamrock Bar on Jamaica Avenue. So I 
asked him who was at the bar? And he told me Pete Gotti's 
daughter was there. And I said people saw your face? And he 
says, yeah. And I said, you know you can't go home. And he 
said, I know. So we sent him to this Hilton that was by 
Kennedy Airport at the time to hide for the night. 

Q And who was sent there to hide for the night? What was 
his name? 

Frankie Geech. 

And did he have any affiliation with a crime family? 

Yeah, he was an associate of the Gambino family. 


So what, if any, advice did you give him about what to 
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do? 

A I told him to stay at the hotel and I would call him in 
the morning, but when I called him the next morning he was 
gone. 

Q He had left the hotel? 

A Yeah. 

Q What, if any, conversation did you have after he went to 
the hotel about a need to kill Frankie Geech? 

A A few days later they had a meeting in the Polish Bar, my 
father, Tony Lee, and John Gotti, Angelo Quack, Gene Gotti, 
Johnny Carneglia and Pete Gotti, they all came to the Polish 
Bar. They were in the corner talking. And then my father 
called me over and he says to me, Frankie Geesh got to go. 

Q What did you understand that to mean? 


That he had to get killed. 


A 
Q And did you agree with that to your father? 
A 


Yeah. I said, all right. I said, so you know, what are 
you telling me for? And then he told me what he was telling 
me for. 

Q What was your understanding of why people wanted to kill 
Frankie Geesh in the Gambino family? 

A Well, because he killed these people in front of Pete's 
daughter who did something with the cops. There was a 
description with police. She made an identification and, 


like, he killed two legitimate people that were working in the 
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bar. One was the opener, one was the bartender and they just 
thought it was, like, a very bad thing he did. They brought a 
lot of heat on everybody. 

Q What do you mean, "They brought a lot of heat on 
everybody"? 

A There was a lot of cops -- a lot of police in the 
neighborhood. You know, they had to run away. 

Q What, if anything, happened after that at the Lindenwood 
Diner? 

A Well, my father made arrangements because we were 
shylocking money. Frankie and my brother had a shylocking 
business going on. My father made arrangements for him to 
meet me by the Lindenwood Diner so I could find out who was 
shylock customers were. And I was supposed to take him behind 
the diner, and Johnny Carneglia and Gene Gotti were supposed 
to take him from there and kill him. 

Q And did that end up happening? 


Excuse me. No, it didn't. 


A 
Q Why not? 
A 


Because when I was standing in front of the diner, a car 
pulled up and it was his uncle. His uncle was a wiseguy from 
the Bronx. And his uncle told me to get in the car. And I 
got in the car with him. And the first words out of his 
uncle's mouth were, I said, where is your nephew? He goes, 


you think I'm going to let you guys kill my nephew? I said, I 
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don't know what you talk. What do you mean, "kill my nephew"? 


2600 


He says, never mind you don't know what I'm talking about. 


What does your father want with my nephew? And I said, we 


want our money back. So he said, I will send you the money. 


How much does my nephew owe you? I said 10,000. 


He said, 


will send you the 10,000 and tell your father don't worry 


about my nephew from now on. I will take care of him. 


that was it and I got out of the car and I left. 
Q And so Frankie Geesh was not killed? 


A 


Q Have you also been involved in assault over the course of 


your life? 


A Assault, yeah. 


And 


Q Now, in the mid-2000s when you were home from prison, 


where, if anywhere, did you see the defendant? 
In 2004? 
In the mid-2000s, yes. 
OTB. 


Off-track betting. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q What is OTB? 
A 
Q 


Directing your attention to approximately 2005, what 


conversation did you have with the defendant at that time 


about getting straightened out? 


A I had run into him and he asked me what they were waiting 


for to straighten me out. I said, I don't know. 
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waiting. Nicky said it's all get it taken care of. And he 
said, well, out of respect for your father, they should have 
done it already. 
Q And what did you understand him to mean by "out of 
respect for your father"? 
A Well, because my father had passed away in '99. He was a 
wiseguy for over 50 years. You know, he's well respected. I 
was his son. 

And you mentioned that Tony Lee had died in the mid- to 

"90s as well? 

"93. 

So he had passed away by this time, too? 

Yes. 

And where were you when you had this conversation with 
the defendant? 
A I was in Ozone Park. 
Q What was the defendant's position with the Bonanno family 
at that time? 
A He was a captain. 
Q And so he was wondering why you hadn't been straightened 
out yet at that time? 
A He just said, what are they waiting for? We were having 
a conversation. He said, what is Nicky waiting for to 


straightened you out? 


Q What do you understand him to be referring to? 
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Nicky Corrozzo. 


Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government's 


Exhibit 27. Do you recognize this person? 


A Yes. 


Q 
A Bam. 
Q 
A 


Who is that? 


Do you know his full name? 


I think it's Robert. His last name starts with a 


can't think of it. 


"Cr " 


And what, if any, business in Queens did he operate? 


Tow trucks. 


I believe on Liberty Avenue somewhere. 


Q 
A 
Q And where is that located? 
A 
Q 


I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government's 


Exhibit 36. Do you recognize that? 


Yes. 
Who is it? 


Tommy. 


I think it's "D." 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Do you know the first letter of his last name? 
A 
Q 


What, if any, affiliation with organized crime did he 


He was a captain in the Bonanno family. 


Do you know where he was from or where he lived? 


Long Island. 
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When did you spend time with him? 

I was in prison with him. 

Where? 

Schuylkill federal prison. 

In approximately what time period? 

In the early 2000s. 

And did you know at that time what position he held in 
the Bonanno family? 

Yeah. 

What position? 

Captain. 

Mr. Ruggiano, you testified earlier that you entered into 
a cooperation agreement with the government; is that right? 


A Yes. 


Q And you did that in connection with your federal case 


here in Brooklyn, correct? 
A Yes. 
Q At the time that you decided to cooperate with the 
government in that case, was your father still arrive or had 
he passed away? 

Passed away. 

And what about Tony Lee? 

He was passed. He died, too. 

How, if at all, did the fact that they had passed away 


affect your decision to cooperate with the government? 
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A It made it a lot easier. If they were alive I would have 
never done it. 

Q Why not? 

A Because I love them. I would have never gave them up. 

Q And why did your love for them have nothing to do with 
that? What would they have felt, in your mind? 

A I could have never -- I could have never done this if my 
father was alive or Tony Lee was alive. 

Q Did they look down on cooperating with government? 


Very much so. 


A 
Q Why did you cooperate with the government? 
A 


Well, I didn't want to spend the rest of my life in 
prison. I was just done. It was, like, I couldn't live that 
way anymore. I was -- everything was different. 

Q What do you mean "everything was different"? 

A You know, the guys in the street were different. When I 
was in prison, they really took everything I had. I mean, I 
had a legitimate job for the first time that I liked. I was 
just pretty much done. 

Q What were you done with? 

A The whole lifestyle. The whole thing was just rubbing me 
the wrong way. 

Of organized crime? 

Yeah. 


What has your cooperation required you to do? 
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To testify when asked, to meet with government agencies 


when asked and to tell the truth. 


Q 


And does it also require to you tell the government about 


crimes you've committed and crimes other people have committed 


that you know about? 


Yes. 
Have you done that? 
Yes. 


Have you testified before today pursuant to your 


cooperation agreement with the government? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes, I have. 

In multiple trials or one trial? 

Multiple trials. 

What were you hoping the government would do if you met 
obligations under the cooperation agreement? 

Write a letter for me. 

What kind of letter? 

5K1, I think it's called. 

And what does a 5K1 letter contain? 


It contains the information I obtained, help I gave them, 


a recommendation, the good things I did, the bad things I did. 


Q 


life, 


A 


So it also discusses the crimes you've committed in your 


correct? 


And who does that letter go to? 
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A It goes to the judge. 
Q In that letter, does the government recommend a specific 
sentence you should get? 
A No. 
Q And does getting that letter from the government depend 
on whether defendants in the cases you testified in are 
convicted? 

The not at all. 

Did the government ultimately file a 5K letter for you? 


Yes, they did. 


Yes, I was. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Have you already been sentenced in your case? 
A 
Q 


Did the government make a recommendation as to what 
sentence you would get? 

No. 

And once a 5K letter gets sent to a judge, does the judge 

to give you a lower sentence? 

No. 

Are you currently on federal supervised release? 

Yes. 

And is one of the conditions of your supervised release 

you continue cooperating with the government? 

Yes. 

Does that include testifying -- 


Yes. 
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Q -- if asked to do so? 
A 
Q And is there another condition that you cannot commit any 
other crimes? 
A Yes. 
MS. COOLEY: One moment, Your Honor. 
(Brief pause.) 
MS. COOLEY: No further questions. 
THE COURT: Would you like a break? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Yes, please. 
(The jury exits the courtroom. ) 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, five minutes, ten minutes? 
THE COURT: How long would you like? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Five minutes would be great. Thank 


(Recess taken. ) 
(The jury enters the courtroom. ) 
THE COURT: Please be seated. 
Ms. Ferrone? 
MS. FERRONE: Thank you, Your Honor. 
CROSS - EXAMINATION 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Good afternoon, Mr. Ruggiano. 


Good afternoon. 


Are you feeling okay? 
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A Doing fine. 
Q Fair to say you have lived most of your life committing 
crimes? 
Pretty much. 
You testified that you were arrested about 20 times? 
Yes. 
And you testified about different periods of time you 
in jail, correct? 
Yes. 
I want to go through that a little bit and break it down. 
Okay. 
Did you do any significant jail time in the 1970s? And 
by "significant," I mean more than a year. 


A Yes. 


Q Do you remember what periods -- what years you were in 


jail in the 1970s? 
A From March of '78, I believe, to September of ‘80. 
Q Okay. And then do you remember when your next period of 
incarceration was after that? 
July of '91 to October of ‘92. 
And then the next time after that? 
November of 1996 to August of 2004. 
Anything else after that? 
Two weeks. 


Okay, thank you, sir. 
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And you were very young, 14, 15 when you started 


committing crimes? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And I think you testified early on in your life you were 


committing crimes such as writing numbers, correct? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


When I was a teenager, yes. 

And you sold swag when you were a teenager? 
Yes. 

And then later on you committed extortion? 
Yes. 

Credit card fraud? 

Yes. 

Burglary? 

Yes. 

Bookmaking? 

Yes. 

Car theft? 

Yes. 

Shy locking? 

Yes. 


And I believe when you testified about shylocking you 


indicated that you kept that money yourself, correct? 


A 
Q 


I kept what money myself? 


The shylocking, the vig on the shylocking, you kept it 


for yourself? 
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A I never kept anything up. 
Q So when you shylocked, the money you made in shylocking 
you kept, correct? 
A Not when I first started shylocking when I was a kid, no. 
Q Okay. So tell me when did you start keeping it for 
yoursel f? 
A As I got older, if I gave out a loan, I kept the vig for 
myself. 
Q Okay. I want to talk about the credit card fraud that 
you testified a little bit about. 
A Yeah. 
Q And you testified that you would go to parks on Long 
Island and then people would leave their cars and you would go 
in the cars and take the credit cards; is that correct? 

Yes, we did. 

And how many times do you think you did that? 

Hundreds of times. 

And then you would go to the store and you would buy 
merchandise with the stolen cards? 


A Yes. 


Q And then later on you started getting cards from a postal 


worker, correct? 
A I got -- no, I got cards from an associate of the Gambino 
family who was getting cards from a postal worker. 


Q Okay. And you were doing the same thing? You were using 
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those stolen cards and buying merchandise? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And as to the extortion, you extorted someone's vending 


company from them? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

And you testified about being arrested or charged in 2006 
federal RICO; is that right? 

When? 

2006. 

Yes. 

And the predicate acts were extortion and shylocking? 

No, not in 2006. 

What did you plead guilty to in that case? 

Murder and gambling. 


And that was the case where you lied to the judge so that 


you could get into the drug program? 


A 
Q 


Nope. 
Okay. So I'm talking about the Florida case. What year 


was that? 


A 


That was 1997, 199 -- I got indicted in '96 and I was 


flown down to Florida in January of 1997. 


Q 


And when you were sentenced, you wanted to get a little 


time off your sentence, right? 


A 
Q 


At that time, yes. 


And that was when you lied to the judge about still 
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having a drug problem so that you could be enrolled in the 


program, right? 


A 


I told the judge that -- my lawyer told the judge I had 


relapsed, yes. 


Q 
that 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And the judge bought that lie, right? He recommended 
you go in the program? 

Yes, he did. 

You testified about Ronald Truccio. 

Yes. 

And he was in your dad's crew? 

The when we were kids, yes. 


In a prior proceeding, did you testify that Ronald 


Truccio has a reputation as a tough guy? 


D > OD >> DOD >> D È D PBP OD > 


Yes. 

A killer? 

Yeah. 

You testified about the Racetrack, correct? 
Yes. 

Aqueduct? 

Yes. 

And you testified about a $100 window? 

Yes. 

Could I go to the $2 window and make a $1,000 bet? 
Sure. 


Now, you also testified about selling drugs while 
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associated with organized crime, correct? 
Yes. 
And that's against the rules in organized crime, correct? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And you testified about barbiturate pills? 
A 
Q 


And you sold about ten to 15,000 barbiturate pills; is 
correct? 
Yes. 
And you didn't really tell anybody else in organized 
crime about that, did you? 
A People knew. 
Q Do you recall testifying in 2013 in this courthouse in 
the case -- you testified for the government in a case against 
Bartolomeo Vernace? 
A Yeah, yeah. 
Q Do you remember testifying that they didn't know you were 
selling barbiturates -- 
A My father -- 
Q -- the Gambino crime family? 
A My father didn't know and Tony Lee didn't know, but my 
partners knew. 
Q And isn't it an associate's duty to report and put on 
record the crimes that he's committing? 


A Yes. 
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Q So some of the crimes that you committed you didn't put 
on record? 
A Correct. 
Q And they weren't part of the criminal organization? 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: I don't Know what you are getting at, 
but do it some other way. 
MS. FERRONE: Okay. 
Q You just testified that there were crimes you committed 
and you didn't put on record, correct? 
A Yes. 
Q In your experience, are the rules often broken in 
organized crime? 
They are broken. 
You testified about your drug use, correct? 
Yes. 
And is it fair to say that you had a drug problem? 
Yes. 
You used cocaine? 
Yes. 
And you started in your early 20s? 


I started using cocaine when I was 19. 


D > OD >È D FF D PF D > 


Okay. And is it fair to say that you used it 


regularly -- fairly regularly for the next decade? 


A I started using it really regularly around '81, '82. 
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Mr. 
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And how old were you in '81, '82? 

I was 26, 27. 

And you lied to people to get drugs, correct? 

Yeah. 

You made up stories to get money? 

Yeah. 

You made up stories about having to go see a doctor? 
Having to go see a doctor? 


Do you remember testifying for the government in 


Vernace's trial in March 2013? 


I remember testifying, yeah. 

Do you remember testifying: 

"Question: Did you make up stories about" -- 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 


THE COURT: Yes. You can refresh his recollection 


even with a question, but not by reading from a transcript. 


MS. FERRONE: Can we approach, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 


(Sidebar held; continued on the next page.) 
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THE COURT: He said he didn't recall, so ask him if 


MS. FERRONE: Judge, it's my understanding that I 
can read out loud in court prior testimony regardless of 
whether he says he doesn't remember or not. 

THE COURT: Oh. 

MS. COOLEY: I don't believe it's really proper. 

COURT: Here. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: And it's not -- 

MS. FERRONE: I'm not trying to refresh his 
recollection. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge -- 

COURT: Which rule? 

MS. FERRONE: I wasn't prepared for that question. 
It's my understanding that I can out of the blue. 

THE COURT: I know. You just remember the rule? 

MS. MACEDONIO: It's 803, right? Let me get my own 


COURT: The prior testimony? 
MACEDONIO: Yeah. 
COURT: (Perusing). "An exception" -- 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Can we ask what the purpose of 


reading the testimony is? That might direct us to the rule. 


Like, what is the purpose, and I will know the rule. 


MS. FERRONE: It's completely impeachment. The 


JOSHUA B. EDWARDS, RDR, CRR 
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N > 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a n y M 
an A O N > FD O © N QO OA Aà O N >œ 


SIDEBAR 


testimony is he's lying about trying to get drugs. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: But he's not saying that he didn't 


say it. He's saying he didn't remember. So you can refresh 


his recollection. 

MS. FERRONE: It's not an issue of refreshing 
recollection. I am wholly permitted to just get up there and 
read from transcripts and say, do you recall testifying 
question/answer? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I don't think that's right. 

THE COURT: We just need to find the rule. That's 


MS. FERRONE: I'm looking. 

THE COURT: You know the rules. 

MS. FERRONE: I have seen it done time and time 
again, Your Honor, and nobody ever challenged it. That's why. 
I don't know the rule. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Shh, shh, shh. 

MS. FERRONE: Sorry. 

THE COURT: (Perusing.) It's "Prior Testimony." 
Where is that? 

MS. FERRONE: 803.10. 

THE COURT: 803.10? 

MS. FERRONE: I'm not sure yet. "Absence of a 
public record," no, that's not it. 


MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, I think under -- so I'm 
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still not clear on the purpose for offering it, but I think 
that there's a requirement of unavailability as to that. 

THE COURT: I'm just not -- I need to check it. 

MS. COOLEY: Sure. 

THE COURT: Do you know? 

MS. FERRONE: In the interest of time since it's 
Friday afternoon, what I will ask is if he recalls testifying 
and not read from the transcript. And if he says no, I will 
show him the transcript and we will be here until Tuesday. 


THE COURT: "Statements that are not hearsay" -- 


(perusing). "Declarant witness's prior statement -- declarant 


testifies -- is subject to cross-examination and the statement 
is inconsistent with his testimony and was given under oath." 

"Is consistent"; it's not inconsistent, though. 
That's the problem. The problem is he says he doesn't recall. 

MS. FERRONE: I will do it the way you are asking. 

MS. MACEDONIO: You still have another question? 

MS. COOLEY: Yes. I have one thing to raise, Your 
Honor. I don't think we should put anything on the record 
from the jury at this time, but Your Honor had made a ruling 
as to whether the defense could cross-examine the cooperating 
witnesses about the sentences they received. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MS. COOLEY: And this witness, we did not elicit -- 

THE COURT: You didn't elicit. 
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MS. FERRONE: I'm not going to go there, Your Honor. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: You did already. 

MS. COOLEY: My point is, Your Honor, the way it 
was -- the way it came in on cross -- 


THE COURT: It came in he was in jail for eight 


MS. COOLEY: No, exactly. And Your Honor, I don't 
want to draw attention to it, but the way it was asked was it 
started out in '70s and it went through the decades. And then 
the final question, if I recall, is something -- 

THE COURT: That's exactly correct. 

MS. FERRONE: Your Honor, it's entirely 
unintentional. 

THE COURT: I believe you, but just be careful 


because I did make that ruling. The fact the government 


brought it out with other witnesses doesn't change the ruling. 


MS. COOLEY: I didn't want to highlight it in the 
presence of the jury that that question and response be 
struck, because we both know what that sentence was that he 
offered up. 

MS. MACEDONIO: What I meant -- 

MS. COOLEY: It was a very broad question. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I think what she was trying to 
establish was the periods of time, significant periods of time 


that he had been in custody. 


JOSHUA B. EDWARDS, RDR, CRR 
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 


O Oo © N QO oO A WO N > 


N N N N N NO — à a a a &|S a: a an y Ma 
an A O N >> O O DB N O OAOA A O N > 


SIDEBAR 


MS. GERDES: Sure. 

MS. MACEDONIO: He went through. 

THE COURT: He did. But it was very clear from the 
way she asked the question and the response that the response 
was that he was in jail on this case -- 

MS. COOLEY: Right, right, right, right. 

THE COURT: -- on the case on which he was 
prosecuted for a period of eight years. 

MS. FERRONE: It wasn't clear to me and I asked the 
question. So I apologize, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: It was clear to me. 


MS. COOLEY: And Your Honor, we can specify where in 


the transcript it is when we get it. 


THE COURT: Yes, that's fine. 
MS. COOLEY: Thank you. 


(End of Sidebar; Continued on the next page.) 
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MS. FERRONE: May we proceed, Your Honor. 
THE COURT: Yes. 
Q Mr. Ruggiano, circling back, I think we were -- I had 
asked you if you recalled lying to people to get money for 
drugs, correct? 
Yes. 
And did you steal to support your drug problem? 
Yes. 
And did you steal from your family? 
Yes. 
You stole some of your wife's jewelry? 
Yes. 
Her ring? 
Yes. 
A necklace? 
Yes. 
And you also stole and hawked your son's jewelry? 
Yes. 
And you did this a few times, right? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And as you testified, you stole donations that were made 
at your grandmother's funeral? 

A Yes. 

Q You testified that you pled guilty to murdering your 


brother-in-law, correct? 
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A Yes. 

Q And you testified that you had heard that your 
brother-in-law hit your mother; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Your brother-in-law was killed four months after that 
incident, correct? 

A Yeah, about four months? 

Q And you were involved in the plan to kill your 
brother-in-law, correct? 

Yes. 

And the plan was to tell him about a fake score? 
Yes. 

And your role was to lure him to a club? 

To bring him to Cafe Liberty. 

Do you remember testifying that you lured him there? 


Yeah. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


So you made up a story, a lie, to get him to come with 
you to the club, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And I believe you testified that you were given that role 
because your brother-in-law trusted you? 

Yes. 

And there was nothing true about that score, right? 

No. 


And the plan was -- you sort of come up with that plan 
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two to three months before he was murdered, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And your sister had just given birth to her first child, 
your niece? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you remember discussing the plan to kill your 
brother-in-law at the christening for your niece? 

A I remember being at the christening and us talking about 
it, you Know. But we planned -- the reason why we killed him 
after the christening was the plan was to wait for the 
christening and then kill him because we didn't want to mess 


up the christening. 


Q So going back to my question, you talked about murdering 


your brother-in-law at your niece's christening, correct? 
A Yeah. 
MS. COOLEY: Objection; asked and answered. 
THE COURT: Sustained. 
Q And the morning of the murder, you testified that you -- 
you drove to your sister's house, correct? 
Yes. 
And that's where you picked up your brother-in-law? 
Yes: 
And you drove him to the club? 
Yes. 


And your brother-in-law had no idea that you were driving 
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him to his death, correct? 
A Yes. 
Q And you walked your brother into that club -- your 
brother-in-law into that club? 
A Yes. 
Q And you knew both of you were not exiting that club, 
right? 
A Yes. 
Q And after your brother-in-law gets murdered, you go to 
work, right? 
I was told to go to work. 
You went to work like nothing happened? 


That was the plan. 


Later that day, correct. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And you spoke to your sister later that evening, right? 
A 
Q 


And she asked you where her husband was and you said you 
didn't know? 
A Correct. 
Q And I believe you testified that you looked around the 
neighborhood and you couldn't find him? 
A Correct. 
Q And you couldn't find him because you had participated in 
his murder? 
A 


And you knew his body was in the water somewhere? 
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A Well, not that night, not the first night, it wasn't in 
the water. 
Q So, okay, so at some point. But you knew that you 
weren't going to find him when you were driving around the 
neighborhood, right? 

Yes. 

And you fooled your sister? You lied to her? 

Yes. 

In fact, you lied to her for years about your 


participation in her husband's murder? 


And Peter Zuccaro, he was a close friend of yours? 
He was a friend of nine. I wouldn't say he was a close 


friend. 


Q Did he ride around with you looking for your 


brother-in-law that night? 

Yes, he did. 

Ask you lied to him, too, did your involvement? 

Yes, I did. 

And in June 2006, that's when you finally told your 
sister and your other family members with your participation 
in the murder, correct? 

No. 

No, not June 2006? 


Not in June, no. 
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2006? 
A The end of -- I think it was around October of 2006, the 
day I left to go with the FBI. 
Q And your sister and your family all this time from what, 
he was murdered in 1998, correct? 
A 1988. 
Q '88, excuse me, yes. 
And all this time, your sister and your family believed 
you, right? 
A I don't know if they believed me. 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: Asked and answered. 
Were you able to deceive those closest to you? 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: No. 


Go ahead. 


Q Were you able to deceive those closest to you and 


convince them that you had no idea what happened to him, your 
brother-in-law? 

A Whenever it came up, I denied it. 

Q Well, my question is you were able to deceive them, 
correct? 

A Yeah. 

Q I want to talk a little bit about your decision to 


cooperate with the government. Isn't it true that you decided 
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to cooperate because you didn't want to spend the rest of your 


life in prison? 


A 
Q 


That was definitely one of the reasons, yes. 


And you testified that part of your cooperation agreement 


was that you pled guilty to your brother-in-law's murder as 


well as gambling, correct? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

And isn't it correct that there were a series of crimes 
you committed that you didn't have to plead guilty to? 
Yes. 

And sometimes the term used is coverage? 

Yes. 

And you received coverage for these crimes? 

Yes, I did. 


You testified on direct examination about a burglary of a 


factory selling women's clothing, I believe it was, or 


brassieres? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And that was one of the crimes that you didn't have to 


plead guilty to, right? 


Yeah. 
So you weren't prosecuted for that crime? 
No. 


And you testified about jury tampering for your father, 


correct? 
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Yes. 

And that was another crime that you got coverage for? 
Yes. 

Didn't have to plead guilty to it? 

Yes. 

You testified about stolen vehicles, I believe? 

Yes. 

And that was something else that you got coverage for? 
Yes. 


We discussed, you and I earlier, the extortion of the 


vending company, correct? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

And that was something else you got coverage for? 
Yes. 

Didn't have to plead guilty to it? 

Yes. 


Is it fair to say there were other crimes in your 


cooperation agreement that you didn't have to plead guilty to 


and got coverage for? 


Yes. 
You got a pass for all these crimes, correct? 
I got coverage. 
Did you have to plead guilty to them? 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
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MS. FERRONE: Withdrawn. 

Q And as you testified on direct, a condition of your 
cooperation agreement is that you meet with the government 
when they requested, correct? 

Yes. 

And testify if they requested? 

Yes. 

And if you don't do these things, you could go back to 
jail? 
A Yes. 
Q And during your direct examination, you testified that 
you have testified on behalf of the government in several 
prior proceedings, correct? 


A Yes. 


Q You testified against Dominick Pizzonia and others in 


2007? 

Yes. 

And you testified against Ciro Perrone in 2007? 
Yes. 

Charles Carneglia in 2009? 

Yes. 

John Burke in 2012? 


Yes. 


D > DOD F D >È D > 


Is that the same John Burke that you testified about 


committing the armed robbery with? 
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Yes. 
And you testified for the government against him? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And I believe I mentioned earlier Bartolomeo Vernace, you 
testified for the government against him in 2013? 
A Yes. 
Q Now as part of your cooperation, you began meeting with 
the FBI, correct? 
Yes. 
And you told them about all the crimes you had committed? 
Yes. 
And you told them what you knew about other people, 
correct? 
A Yes. 
Q Fair to say that you were trying to tell them all of the 
information that you had knowledge of? 
A Excuse me? 
Q That was a bad question; my apologies. 
Is it fair to say that you told them everything that you 
were aware of? 
A Yes. 
Q And is it correct that you began meeting with the 
government, the FBI in late 2006, October? 
A I started meeting with them a little before that. 


Okay. Do you recall telling the agents of the FBI in 
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late 2006 that you had knowledge that Mr. Asaro had been the 
victim of a robbery? 


A Yes. 


Q And you continued to meet with the FBI for the remainder 


of 2006, correct? 
A Yes. 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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BY MS. FERRONE: 

And you met about them in 2007? 
Yes. 

And some more in 2008? 

Yes. 

On and on, as you say? 

Yes. 

2009? 

Yes. 


2010? 


> OD F DOD F D F D YF OD 


Uh-huh. 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: It's all right. Just keep going. 
MS. FERRONE: Okay. 


Q So is it fair to say that you spent a lot of hours 


being debriefed by the FBI from 2006 through 2010? 
Yes. 
Did you not spend a lot of hours with them? 
No. I spent time with them, yes. 


And then they gave you a few years off; is that fair to 


MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sustained. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 


Q Did you meet with them -- do you recall meeting with 
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them in 2011 and 2012? 
A I speak to them all the time. I call up the agents 
every month to check in. I mean, they call me, I call them. 


Q Okay. And do you remember getting a visit from the two 


agents sitting over at this table in the, let's see, third 


and fourth seats from the left? 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sidebar. 
(Sidebar conference.) 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Your Honor, I just don't see the 
relevance of the identity of the agents. 

THE COURT: Oh, it's all right. 

MS. FERRONE: They are going to testify, correct? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think she is about to make the 
argument that it's not until he met with those agents that 
certain information came out. And I don't think that's 
appropriate. 

THE COURT: Well, if there was a delay in 
information coming out, it is appropriate. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: But the timing is appropriate, 
not the identity -- 

THE COURT: I don't think it makes any difference. 
She is entitled -- I don't know why you're being so tight 
about it. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Well, I guess because in other 
cases that I've had when I raised this issue, it has 
been -- the objection has been sustained because at the 
heart of the argument that they are about to make is some 
type of -- 

THE COURT: The heart of it is timing. But there 
is nothing to be hidden about the fact that it's the case 
agents, is it? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: I don't think so, unless they are 


going to make an argument about government misconduct and 


Lisa S. Schwam, CRR, RPR, RMR 
Official Court Reporter 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N = 


N N N N N Nde à a => ë a a a a a y oMa 
an A OO N >> FD O © N FDO OA A O N > 


SIDEBAR CONFERENCE 2635 


propriety of the government's investigation, which is where 


I think it's going. 
MS. FERRONE: Absolutely not. 
THE COURT: Okay. 
(End sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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MS. FERRONE: May I proceed, your Honor? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q So my last question, do you recall getting a visit from 
the two gentlemen sitting at this table closest to the 
jurors? 
A I recall meeting with them, yes. 
Q Do you remember them coming to your house? Don't tell 
me where, but do you remember them knocking on your door? 
Both of them knocking on my door? 
Uh-huh. 
No. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Did they call you? 
A I spoke to them on the phone. 
Q Did they ask to meet with you? 
A I don't really remember. All I know is I met both of 
them together once. 
Okay. 


I believe. 


Was there a focus of their questions to you? 


About specific people? 


Yeah. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A They were asking me questions about organized crime. 
Q 
A 
Q 


How much do you think you've earned in your decades of 


criminal endeavors? 
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A How much have I earned? 

Q Yeah. 

A When I was -- years ago? Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

Say that again, I'm sorry. 

Criminally, how much did I earn criminally? 

Yes. 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Did you pay any taxes on that money? 

Some of it. 

What do you mean, "some of it"? 

Well, when I had my vending company I used to file. 
When was that? 

That was in the '90s. 

Did you declare all your income? 


No. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


You testified on direct examination that a condition of 
your supervised release is that you cooperate with the 
government, correct? 

Continue, yes. 

Do you know what forfeiture is? 

Sure. 

Tell me what forfeiture is. 

It's when you have to pay a fine or make restitution. 


You didn't pay any forfeiture in this case, did you? 
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A No, I did not. 
Q You actually owned a house and you were able to keep 
it, sell it and keep the proceeds, correct? 
A My wife and I owned a house, yes. 
Q And as part of your cooperation, you've received a 
monthly check from the federal government, correct? 

I don't get a check, no. 

You never received a check? 

I get monies. Not in a check form. 

Oh, okay. Let me -- I'll ask a more general question. 

Do you receive government -- money, funds from the 

government in connection with your cooperation? 
A I receive money from the government, yes. 
Q And, in fact, you actually got a car, the United States 
marshals bought you a car? 
A They buy everybody cars that goes -- 
Q I'm not asking about everybody, Mr. Ruggiano. I'm 
asking about you. 
A When I was in the Witness Protection Program, yes, they 
bought me a vehicle. 


Q Are you aware that the government has expended over 


$400,000 on you? 


A I have no idea. 
Q You testified that in the final months of your prison 


term, your dad came to visit you in the 1980s -- or 1980, 
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correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And I believe you testified that you were at more than 
one facility? 

A Throughout the whole sentence, yes. 

Q And when he came to see you, you were in Arthur Kill, 
correct? 

Yes, I was. 

Where were you prior to that? 

Before Arthur Kill? 

Yes. 

I was in Elmira. 

And where is that? 


Upstate New York. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Okay. And correct me if I'm wrong, but I think you had 
in jail from March 1978, correct? 

I believe so, yeah. 

And this conversation with your father that you 
testified about was a few months before your release in 
September 1980? 

A Yes. Well, right before I got released. I don't know 
exactly how long. 

Q Okay. And had your father come to visit you before 
this time that you testified about? 


A My father came to visit me throughout my whole sentence 
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except when he was in prison himself. 

Q So it's your testimony that a few months before you 
came out, your dad came and told you about some jewelry? 

A I never said it was a few months. I said it was right 
before I came home. 

Q Okay. Did you have a private room where you met with 
your father? 

A No. It was a visiting room. 

Out in the open, correct? 

Sure. 


Guards are everywhere? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No. At the front desk. Not really everywhere. It was 
a medium security prison. 
Q Are there other people conducting visits in your 
vicinity? 
A Sure. 
Q And it's your testimony that your dad came to visit you 
and implicated himself in the Lufthansa heist? 
Well, he said he was getting the jewelry from it, yeah. 
And that's your testimony? 
Yeah. 
You testified that you were able to cooperate because 
your father had passed, correct, passed away? 
A On a personal level, yes. 


And you loved your dad? 
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A Of course. 
Q It was after he passed that you were able to turn your 
back to the life and cooperate with the government, right? 
A He passed in 1999. I was in prison when he passed 
away. 
Q But if I recall correctly, your testimony was that you 
loved your dad and you couldn't do that to him while he was 
alive? 
A I wouldn't have done it when he was alive, right, 
correct. 
Because you loved him? 
Uh-huh. 
You don't love Mr. Asaro, do you? 
No. 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
MS. FERRONE: May I have a moment, your Honor? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
(Brief pause.) 
BY MS. FERRONE: 


Q You testified a little bit about someone by the name of 


Guevera (phonetic), someone that had given loans to 


Mr. Asaro or Mr. Asaro had given loans to? 
A Guevera? 
MS. COOLEY: Objection. 
MS. FERRONE: Do I have the name wrong? 
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MS. COOLEY: I think that might misstate the 
testimony. 
MS. FERRONE: Okay. Let me back up for a second. 
BY MS. FERRONE: 
Q Part of your testimony you were asked about an 
individual whose name was Guevera, correct? 
A I don't remember that. That name don't ring a bell to 
me. 
Q Well, do you recall testifying that there was an 
individual who Mr. Asaro sometimes you said it was a 
personal loan and sometimes -- 
A Guerrera. My Uncle Junior. 
Q And you testified that sometimes it was a personal 
loan, right? 
Sure. 
But you weren't involved in that, correct? 
No. 
So you don't know the details of it? 
No. 
MS. FERRONE: I have nothing further, your Honor. 
MS. COOLEY: Just one moment, your Honor. 
(Brief pause. ) 
MS. COOLEY: Nothing further, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Okay. Ladies and gentlemen, I think 


we have a short day again today. So we're going to let you 
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go and hope you have a wonderful weekend. We'll see you 
back here on Monday morning. Please don't talk about the 


case. 


(Jurors exit the courtroom.) 


THE COURT: Okay. So I have some questions. 
Who's left for next week? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Do you want us to approach, 
Judge? 

THE COURT: Sure. I'm happy do it that way if 
you'd like. 

(Sidebar conference.) 


(Continued on the next page for sidebar.) 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Hello. So Monday we're going to 
have Jim Lobello. It's possible we're going to call a 
cooperating witness named Vince Rossetti. We're going to 
decide after court today. 

MS. MACEDONIO: You'll let us know sometime 
tonight? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Yes. Dennis Stickley. He is a 
probation officer who was Jerry Asaro's probation officer. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Is the nature of Stickley's 
testimony just that Jerry Asaro violated the terms of his 
supervised release? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: He is going to put in a wedding 
list that's marked as an exhibit, guest list that showed 
that Frankie went to his daughter's wedding. 

MS. MACEDONIO: How is that relevant to the 
charges in this case? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I mean, one of the charged crimes 
is a robbery that he committed. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Jerry is not on trial. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: The fact that Jerry is very close 


friends with Frankie goes to the conspiracy that they 


engaged in to commit the robbery. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 
THE COURT: This is a RICO case. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Never mind. I understand. I was 
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thinking of something. But go ahead. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Joseph O'Riley. Jamie Feliciano. 

THE COURT: Are these all short witnesses? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Yes. Wayne Behnken. HJ Metts. 
Charlie Beaudoin. And then I think Paul Tambrino who is 
going to put in evidence that he seized during an arrest. 
It will be very short testimony. 

And there's an additional surveillance witness 
that may be Kenneth Sakota or it may be someone else. And 
then there's Gerry LaRocca. And Julie Reyes. The point is 
we're going to have a full day on Monday. And William 
Carbone. 

She has a secret witness list that she won't share 
with me. 

MS. COOLEY: Not true. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: And Frank Gasper. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Frank Gasper? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Frank Gasper. 

MS. FERRONE: Law enforcement. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Not Gasper Gasper? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: No. 

THE COURT: So that's Monday. Will there be more 


witnesses left for Tuesday? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Yes. Do you want me to tell you 
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MS. MACEDONIO: Yes, please. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Adam Mininni, Robert Ypelaar, 
Peter Cassava, Michael Burns, Lawrence Katz, Brad Adams, 
Francis Rue, Jason Graham. 

THE COURT: Are they all pretty short? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Well, one of them. I think 
Special Agent Ypelaar is going to put in the wiretap that 
was on the defendant's phone. He is kind of a wrap-up 
witness. 

Monday, the thing to anticipate is we're going to 
put in the Gralto wire so there will be some wiretap calls 
that are played. So that may take some time. But we expect 
to be done Tuesday. 

And to that end, I know they have no obligation, 


but it would be great if sometime before Wednesday we could 


get some sense of what the defendant's case might be. Just 


because if we find out Tuesday night, we're not going to be 
prepared. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Understood. As soon as we figure 
it out ourselves, we'll let you know. It will be over the 
course of the weekend. 

THE COURT: I'm assuming that you will figure it 
out by early next week. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. I said it will be over the 


course of the weekend. 
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THE COURT: Okay. That's fine. 

MS. COOLEY: Your Honor, we may have an additional 
witness and we're going to decide that after court. And we 
will let the Court and the defense know. 

THE COURT: That's fine. 

MS. MACEDONIO: An additional lengthy witness? 

MS. COOLEY: No, not lengthy, not lengthy. 

THE COURT: Okay. One final thing is we have sent 
you -- it's not an absolutely final -- but if we're pretty 
close to done and we could get to this by the middle of next 
week. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 

THE COURT: So I would like to have some input 


from you if there's really anything. I must admit it got 


shorter, it got more compact and I got rid of a lot of 


numbers. If there's any problem, let me know. But don't 
just stick in words here and there. 

MS. FERRONE: Yes, your Honor. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Is it okay if we tell you that 
Monday or do you want it -- 

THE COURT: Yes. That would be all right. 
Although it would be easier for me -- if it doesn't take 
very long, if you just bang it into a letter and send it to 
Petey and my court account, okay. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Yes. 
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MS. FERRONE: That's a secret account we must not 
know about. 

THE COURT: It's Allyne underscore -- 

MS. FERRONE: I'm sorry, Judge. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I don't think so. 

MS. FERRONE: Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. I mean, I don't know if 


anyone even looked at it. If you think there are problems 


that we should be focusing on. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm going to confess to not 
having looked at it, but I will look at it this weekend 
first thing and give you a letter just with what it is so 
it's not a surprise. 

THE COURT: Okay. That would be helpful. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: The other thing I wanted to ask 
just in terms of scheduling is let's assume that our case is 
Monday, Tuesday. Let's say they do something Wednesday 
morning, right, because I'm sure you're going to do 
something. I don't know. Something will happen. 

THE COURT: If you want, we will do a charge 
conference Wednesday afternoon and do the summations on 
Thursday. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Okay. Perfect. 

THE COURT: Is that what you're requesting? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I just wanted to get a sense of 
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the calendar. 
MS. MACEDONIO: The following Monday would be 
great. 


THE COURT: Listen, I'm breaking early enough 


MS. MACEDONIO: Totally a joke. So we didn't hear 
the name Joseph Massino. Is it fair to assume that he's 
not -- 

THE COURT: We haven't heard it yet, but we don't 
know if it's the one they are considering. I think when you 
asked Ms. Cooley if it was going to be a short witness, she 
said yes. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think we've decided that we're 
not going to call him. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I don't want to spend the 
weekend -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Why not? It will be fun. 

THE COURT: Okay. All right. 


So we'll hear -- anything else I should know 


MS. MACEDONIO: No. Have a good weekend. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Have a good weekend. 
(Time noted: 4:14 p.m.) 


(Proceedings adjourned until Monday, November 2, 


2015, at 9:30 a.m.) 
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